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VILLAGE OF MONROE 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2025  

(www.villageofmonroe.org) 

 

The first of the bi-monthly meetings of the Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, October 7, 2025 at 

7:00 PM in the Boardroom of the Village Hall, 7 Stage Road, Monroe, New York.  Mayor Neil Dwyer 

called the meeting to order and led in the pledge to the flag.  Emergency exits were announced. 

 

Present: Mayor Dwyer; Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl, and O’Connor  

Also present: Attorney Terhune and Clerk Zahra 

 

 

MINUTE APPROVAL – SEPTEMBER  16, 2025 BOARD MEETING: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Karl seconded by Trustee Behringer, the Minutes of the September 16, 2025 

Board Meeting were approved.   

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl, and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

Abstain: Mayor Dwyer 

 

COMPLETION OF PROBATION – MARIO PADILLA-BELLO – POLICE OFFICER: 

 

RESOLVED, the following employee hereby completes their probationary period: 

 

Mario Padilla-Bello – effective September 19, 2025  

 

The necessary MSD-426B will be submitted to OC Department of Human Resources. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Karl 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

SALARY INCREASE – ELENA ALEGRIA – P/T ACCOUNT CLERK TYPIST: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approves a salary increase of $5.00/hour for Elena Alegria, part-time 

Account Clerk Typist, effective August 21, 2025. 

 

On a motion by Trustee O’Connor, seconded by Trustee Ferraro 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

RESIGNATION – ELENA ALEGRIA – P/T ACCOUNT CLERK TYPIST – BUILDING / CODE 

ENFORCEMENT DEPARTMENT: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepts the resignation of Elena Alegria, P/T Account Clerk Typist 

for the Building / Code Enforcement Department, effective October 10, 2025. The Board of Trustees 

wishes Elena well in her future endeavors. 

 

On a motion by Trustee O’Connor, seconded by Trustee Karl 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

APPOINTMENT – ELENA ALEGRIA – PART-TIME SECRETARY TO ZONING BOARD OF 

APPEALS: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees appoints Elena Alegria to the position of Part -Time Secretary to the 

Zoning Board of appeals, effective October 10, 2025 with a salary of $600.00 per month. 

 

On a motion by Trustee O’Connor, seconded by Trustee Behringer 



 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

SALARY INCREASE – EMILY MEDINA – P/T ACCOUNT CLERK TYPIST: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approves a salary increase of $5.00/hour for Emily Medina, part-

time Account Clerk Typist, effective August 21, 2025. 

 

On a motion by Trustee O’Connor, seconded by Trustee Ferraro 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

CRANE PARK STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT -KIMLEY HORN – CONSTRUCTION 

PHASE SERVICE AMENDMENT: 

 

Tabled for further clarification. 

 

PAYMENT AUTHORIZATION #2 – VAN KEUREN BOOSTER PUMP STATION PROJECT: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepts the recommendation of Village Engineer, David Higgins P.E., 

and approves Payment No. 2 submitted by TAM Enterprises, Inc., for the Van Keuren Booster Pump 

Station project in the amount of $9,979.18, to be allocated from budget line F.8340.4500, Distribution 

Contractual. All documentation has been reviewed and found complete. Mayor Dwyer is hereby 

authorized to sign the voucher for payment. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee O’Connor 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

WATER DEPARTMENT – ROOF REPAIRS – 76 WOODCOCK ROAD: 

WHEREAS, the Water Department received three bids for roof repairs at the Water Plant located at 76 

Woodcock Road, Monroe, as follows: 

• Hayden Building Maintenance Corp., Tappan, New York – $9,489.00 

• Frank Stevens & Sons Roofing, Inc., Central Valley, New York – $4,800.00 

• Precision Roofing, Southfields, New York – $9,850.00 

AND WHEREAS, Water Plant Operator Will Ostrowski has reviewed the bids and recommends 

awarding the project to Hayden Building Maintenance Corp.; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees hereby accepts the 

recommendation of Water Plant Operator Will Ostrowski and awards the bid for roof repairs at the 

Water Plant to Hayden Building Maintenance Corp., Tappan, New York, in the amount of $9,489.00; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that funding for this project shall be allocated from budget line 

F.8330.4520 – Purification Building Maintenance. 

On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee O’Connor 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

REQUEST TO HANG SCARECROWS & CORNSTALKS – MW GIRL SCOUTS: 

 

In a letter from Barbara Mallory, Service Unit Manager for the Monroe Woodbury Girl Scouts, she 

requests permission of the Board of Trustees to host their annual Scarecrows in the Village. On Saturday, 

October 18, 2025 (rain date of Sunday, October 19th) the Girl Scouts would like to decorate the 

downtown of the Village of Monroe with cornstalks and scarecrows for the fall season. The Girl Scouts 

will gather in front of the Monroe Free Library at 3pm to take a group photo and then will proceed to 

hang the scarecrows and cornstalks on the lamp posts.  

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approves the request of Barbara Mallory, Service Unit Manager for 



 

the Monroe Woodbury Girl Scouts, to hang corn stalks and scarecrows on the lamp posts in the 

downtown for the fall season on Saturday, October 18, 2025 at 3PM, rain date of Sunday, October 19th 

has also been scheduled in case of inclement weather.  

 

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Ferraro 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

EVENT APPLICATION – SMITH’S CLOVE PARK ANNUAL TURKEY TROT: 

 

The Monroe Joint Park Commission submitted an event application for their annual Turkey Trot race. 

The race is scheduled for Sunday, November 23, 2025 starting at 9:00AM and will begin and end at 

Smith’s Clove Park. The race route would be as follows: starting at Smith’s Clove Park, runners will 

make a right onto Spring Street, and make a left onto Mapes Place. Runners will make a left onto 

Carpenter Place and a right onto Maple Avenue. Runners will continue up Maple Avenue, cross Stage 

Road to Millpond Parkway and continue along Millpond Parkway to the Airplane Park. Runners will 

make a right onto Rt.17M/Rt.208 and proceed up to North Main Street. They will cross North Main to 

Schunnemunk Road and proceed around to Forest Avenue. Runners will take Forest Avenue down to 

Franklin Avenue, make a left onto Franklin, another left onto Spring Street and return to Smith’s Clove 

Park. Approval and sign-off of the event application has been done by the Building Department, and the 

Highway and Police Departments. The Police Department will oversee the event with 8 Officers on 3 

hours of overtime to assist with the traffic control points throughout the race route. Officers will monitor 

the event and provide any necessary assistance. Approval of this event will also be contingent upon 

approval of the NYS DOT 33-C permitted to utilize State Routes 17M & 208.  

 

RESOLVED, contingent upon the approval of NYS DOT to use State Route 17M and Route 208, the 

Board of Trustees approved the Monroe Joint Park Commission’s request to hold their Annual Turkey 

Trot Race on Sunday, November 23, 2025. The race will run from 9:00AM to 10:30AM and the event will 

be coordinated with the Monroe Police Dept. Monroe Fire District and Monroe Volunteer Ambulance 

Corp will be notified. Marshall and Sterling will also be notified to include this event to the Village’s 

insurance.  

 

On a motion by Trustee Ferraro, seconded by Trustee Behringer 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor  

Nays: None 

 

WATER DEPARTMENT – DRIVEWAY BLACKTOP REPAIR – 76 WOODCOCK ROAD: 

WHEREAS, the Water Department received two bids for driveway blacktop repairs at the Water Plant 

located at 76 Woodcock Road, Monroe, as follows: 

• Hudson Valley Paving, Greenwood Lake, NY - $12,068.00 

• E. Sprague Paving, Bullville, NY - $15,500.00 

AND WHEREAS, Water Plant Operator Will Ostrowski has reviewed the bids and recommends 

awarding the project to Hudson Valley Paving, Greenwood Lake, NY in the amount of $12,068.00; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees hereby accepts the 

recommendation of Water Plant Operator Will Ostrowski and awards the bid for driveway blacktop 

repairs at the Water Plant to Hudson Valley Paving, Greenwood Lake, New York, in the amount of    

$12, 068.00; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that funding for this project shall be allocated from budget line 

F.8330.4520 – Purification Building Maintenance. 

On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee O’Connor 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

MAYOR & TRUSTEE’S REPORT: 

 

Trustee Behringer commented on how wonderful the Firemen’s Parade was and noted the great turnout. 

Mayor Dwyer agreed, and both expressed how great it would be if the Memorial Day Parade attracted a 



 

similar crowd. 

 

Trustee Ferraro said the kite flying event was a success. There were about 30 youngsters. While the wind 

wasn’t quite as strong as we’d hoped, everyone had a wonderful time. It was a fun event that really 

brought the community together. 

 

Trustee Karl stated that he would like to meet with the Senator to discuss the paving project for State 

Route 17M. He expressed interest in seeing the box culvert near Project Supply repaired and suggested 

the addition of turning lanes at the intersection of Gilbert Street and State Route 208 by the diner — 

specifically, one lane for eastbound traffic, one for westbound, and a center turning lane. 

 

Trustee Karl also expressed concern about eruv that are hanging low near the Roscoe Smith property 

and on Skunnemunk Street. He noted that, in the event of an emergency, low-hanging eruv could pose a 

safety hazard to police and fire personnel. 

 

Trustee Karl said the Historical Society is hosting an open house at 150 Franklin Avenue and all are 

welcome to attend on Saturday, October 11, from 12:00 PM to 3:00 PM. He also questioned whether or 

not the Village has filed for an exempt status with the tax assessor for this Village owned property. 

 

Trustee Karl inquired about the Mayor sign and the Lindenberg Cheese signs for the Village of Monroe, 

asking whether there is a plan in place for replacing them.  

 

Trustee Karl spoke to the DPW Supervisor and leaf pick up will begin next week through December 1st. 

 

Trustee Karl commented on the Firemen’s Parade and what a nice job had been done by all three fire 

companies in the Monroe Joint Fire District. 

  

Trustee Karl took his grandson to Airplane Park on Sunday evening and was immediately struck by the 

odor, the smell of hydrogen sulfide. It was overwhelming and disgusting. This is a public space where 

families bring their children, and no one should be subjected to that kind of environment. The Village 

needs to consider filing Article 78 against Blooming Grove and County. 

 

Trustee O’Connor asked if we had any water restrictions in place. As of right now, we don’t. Once the 

reservoir is down 24 inches, we will do a voluntary water restriction. 

 

ATTORNEY’S REPORT: 

 

Nothing to report. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   # PRESENT 0    TIME: 7:30 PM 

 

See the email below for public comment: 

 
Mayor Dwyer and Village Trustees, 
 
I attended last night's Town of Monroe Board meeting and would like to share a few notes with you: 
 

1. The turnout was massive. With the exception of one person, who has a Cardone campaign sign on her lawn, 
Town residents unanimously stated they want the Town to work with the Village in expanding Village PD's 
presence into the Town. Mr. Cardone and Mrs. Houle did their best to gaslight the audience concerning the 
status of these negotiations, blaming the Village for obstruction. They failed in their attempts to deceive the 
public. But. I encourage you to publicly state at the upcoming meeting whether or not the Village is 
interested in pursuing this Police IMA, and that it's Mr. Cardone and Mrs. Houle specifically who have 
obstructed the process. So, if Town and Village residents want to know what the hold-up is, they should be 
encouraged to speak with those two individuals responsible for the delay.  

 

2. Every resident expressed concern about ICE and the financial relationship that exists between ICE and 
Orange County; which includes the Orange County Sheriff's department. Empowering the Sheriff's 
department to patrol the Town, instead of the Village, the public said, would place ALL residents in danger. 
This is because Orange County is incentivized to look the other way on ICE's bad behavior, while a Village 
Police Presence, being local and not financially incentivized, could investigate ICE agents if they stepped 
out of line. (This is already happening in other municipalities across America/) Note that, when asked to 
clarify whether or not they approve of the ICE operations occurring within the Town of Monroe, Dorey Houle, 
Sal Scancarello, and Tony Cardone refused to answer. Councilwoman Bingham and Councilwoman 
Richardson stated they do not approve of what ICE is doing in our community.  



 

 

3. That brings me to the Village. I've had a chance to speak with Village officials and Village and Town 
residents concerning ICE operations. I'd like to make two requests.  

 

a. The first is that the Village Attorney, the Mayor, and the Chief of Police, discuss what options there 
are in terms of policing ICE's behavior in the Village. This is not to obstruct them, but to ensure that 
the agents are who they say they are, and that if they harm a village resident, that there are legal 
consequences for doing so. In Chicago, as I write this, ICE Agents have tear gassed officers in the 
Chicago Police Department. So, this isn't just about the safety of Village residents, and potentially 
town residents, it's also about the safety of our men and women in uniform. If you need to seek 
guidance with the Attorney General's office, please do so at the soonest available opportunity. 

b. Finally, I would like to request a resolution be passed by the Village Board. This resolution, which 
would purely be ceremonial, would call on State Senator James G. Skoufis and Assemblymen Chris 
Eachus to call for an emergency session of the State Legislature, and pass the New York Melt Act. 
This bill, much like the recent one passed in California, would prohibit ICE agents from wearing 
masks and obscuring their identity. Part of the reason for the violence and terror we see caused by 
ICE Agents is because they are masked; and feel they can act without consequences. There is also 
a health and safety matter here. Because ICE agents are masked, we do not know who is, and who 
is not, an actual ICE Agent. The MELT Act, co-sponsored by Senator Fahy and Assemblymember 
Simone, would provide clarity on the matter. 

 
I urge you to act quickly. The situation in our country is not normal, and your actions would reduce the risk to the 
health and safety of our officers and our residents. When real leadership is lacking in Albany and Washington, we 
need our local elected officials to take a firm position, and hold the line in defense of our Constitution. Something all 
elected officials take an oath to support and uphold. 
 
-B.J. Mendelson  
Editor, The Monroe Gazette 
https://www.monroegazette.com 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Ferraro, and carried, following a 5-minute 

recess, the Board convened in Executive Session at 7:35 PM for discussion of attorney-client. 

 

OPEN SESSION:  

 

On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee O’Connor, and carried, the Open Meeting resumed at 

8:40 PM. 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE OF MONROE BOARD OF TRUSTEES REVISING LOCAL LAW 

NO. 5 PRIOR TO FILING IT WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE: 

 

WHEREAS, the Village Board has reconsidered the addition of language to Local Law No. 5 to require 

an additional 10% retainage of the financial security posted for full or partial projects; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Village Board has determined that said “additional retainage” is not necessary. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board determines that proposed Local Law 

No. 5 be adopted in its original form without an additional 10% retainage requirement. 

 

On a motion by Trustee O’Connor, seconded by Trustee Ferraro 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee O’Connor and carried, no further business, the 

meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM.     

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Kimberly Zahra 

Village Clerk 

https://www.monroegazette.com/

