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VILLAGE OF MONROE 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2025  

(www.villageofmonroe.org) 

 

The first of the bi-monthly meetings of the Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, March 4, 2025 at 7:00 

PM in the Boardroom of the Village Hall, 7 Stage Road, Monroe, New York.  Mayor Neil Dwyer called 

the meeting to order and led in the pledge to the flag.  Emergency exits were announced. 

 

Present: Mayor Dwyer; Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl, and O’Connor  

Also present: Attorney Terhune and Clerk Zahra 

 

MINUTE APPROVAL – FEBRUARY 18, 2024 BOARD MEETING: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Karl seconded by Trustee O’Connor, the Minutes of the February 18, 2025 

Board Meeting were approved.   

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

COMPLETION OF PROBATION – M. BERKE – POLICE SERGEANT – POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

 

RESOLVED, the following employee hereby completes their probationary period: 

 

Melissa Berke – effective February 22, 2025  

 

The necessary MSD-426B will be submitted to OC Department of Human Resources. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Karl 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

APPOINTMENT – M. RODRIGUEZ – P/T DISPATCHER – POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees appoints Matthew Rodriguez, Ellenville, New York, as a part-time 

dispatcher. All of the necessary paperwork has been completed. The required physical, drug screening, 

and background investigation has been completed. The effective date of hire is March 5, 2025 at an 

hourly rate $25.20 per hour. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Ferraro 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

REAPPOINTMENT – P. HAFENECKER – PLANNING BOARD MEMBER: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepts the recommendation of Planning Board Chairman Jeff 

Boucher and reappoints Paul Hafenecker to Planning Board Member with a term 04/01/2025 to 

03/31/2030. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee O’Connor 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

REAPPOINTMENT – F. KELLY – PLANNING BOARD MEMBER: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepts the recommendation of Planning Board Chairman Jeff 

Boucher and reappoints Fred Kelly to Planning Board Member with a term 04/01/2025 to 03/31/2030. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Ferraro 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor    



 

Nays: None 

 

APPOINTMENT – C. WATSON – P/T BUILIDNG INSPECTOR III: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepts the recommendation of Mayor Dwyer and appoints 

Christopher Watson, Cornwall, New York, to the position of Part-Time Building Inspector III effective 

March 5, 2025. Mr. Watson will work 20 hours per week at an hourly rate of $37.00/hour. Preapproval 

has been given from Orange County Department of Human Resources. 

 

On a motion by Trustee O’Connor, seconded by Trustee Behringer 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor     

Nays: None 

 

RESIGNATION – C. BELL - MONROE JOINT PARKS RECREATION COMMISSION: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepts the resignation of Clarence Bell from the Monroe Joint 

Parks Recreation commission effective March 3, 2025. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Ferraro, seconded by Trustee Karl 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor     

Nays: None 

 

APPOINTMENT – E. MEDINA - P/T ACCOUNT CLERK TYPIST – BUILDING / CODE 

ENFORCEMENT: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepts the recommendation of Mayor Dwyer and appoints Emily 

Medina, Cornwall, New York, to the position of P/T Account Clerk Typist effective March 5, 2025 at an 

hourly salary of $25.00/hour (not to exceed 20 hours a week) from budget line A.3620.1700, Bldg 

Inspector Clerical.  

 

On a motion by Trustee O’Connor, seconded by Trustee Karl 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor     

Nays: None 

 

EVENT APPLICATION – VILLAGE OF MONROE SUMMER CARNIVAL 2025: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approves the event application submitted by Mayor Dwyer for the 

annual Village of Monroe Summer Carnival 2025 to be held in the north field of Crane Park from 

Thursday, July 24th to Sunday, July 27th. Hours of the carnival are as follows:  July 24th and July 25th 

from 6pm to 11pm, and July 26th and July 27th from 2pm to 11pm. Emergency services and Marshall & 

sterling will be copied on the approval letter. Sign-off on the event application has been made by the 

DPW, Building Department, and Police Department. The Police Department will oversee the event with 

two (2) Police Officers for event security and traffic assistance.  

 

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Karl 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

EVENT APPLICATION – SACRED HEART EUCHARISTIC PROCESSION: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approves the application submitted by Sacred Heart Church to host 

a Eucharistic Procession on Saturday, June 21, 2025 from 10:30am to 12:30pm. The procession will 

proceed east to Stage Road from Sacred Heart Chapel toward Maple Avenue, making a right turn and 

proceeding south to Mill Pond Parkway. It will then proceed west on Mill Pond Parkway to Lakes Road, 

making a left turn and proceeding to 17M where it will make a left turn and proceed east to Maple 

Avenue, then left returning to Stage Road where it will make a left and return to Sacred Heart Chapel, 

where the procession ends. Sign-off on the event application has been made by the Building Department, 

Highway Department, and Police Department. There is no additional cost for Police Protection. The 

Monroe Police Department will provide officers to assist with pedestrian traffic during the procession. 

Proof of Liability insurance has been provided. 

 

On a motion by Trustee O’Connor, seconded by Trustee Karl 



 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl, and O’Connor 

Nays:  None 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees waives the application fee as Sacred Heart 

Church is a non-profit organization. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee O’Connor 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl, and O’Connor 

Nays:  None 

 

EVENT APPLICATION – VILLAGE OF MONROE FARMERS’ MARKET 2025: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approves the event application submitted by Mayor Dwyer for the 

Village of Monroe Farmers’ Market. The Market will begin on Sunday, June 1, 2025 and conclude on 

Sunday, October 26, 2025. The Market will be open on Sundays from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. The 

application has been reviewed and approved by the Building Department, the DPW and the Police 

Department. There are no additional costs for police protection or DPW services. The Police Department 

will set up Do Not Enter signs and cones will be set up and taken down by officers that are working on 

their assigned shifts. Marshall & Sterling Insurance, Monroe Fire District, and Monroe Volunteer 

Ambulance Corp will be notified of the event when the approval letter is sent. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Ferraro, seconded by Trustee Behringer 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

PROPOSAL – DONALD R. STEDGE, P.L.S. – SURVEYING SERVICES – VILLAGE OF MONROE 

AIRPLANE PARK, MILL POND PARKWAY, PORTION OF TM #203-3-1: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorizes Mayor Dwyer to sign the proposal with Donald R. Stedge, 

P.L.S., to provide a partial boundary and topographic survey for Village of Monroe Airplane Park, 

Millpond Parkway and portion of TM #203-3-1 in the amount of $3,600.00, to be allocated from budget 

line A.7110.4500, Parks Contractual. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Ferraro, seconded by Trustee Karl 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

PROPOSAL – DONALD R. STEDGE, P.L.S. – SURVEYING SERVICES – VILLAGE OF MONROE 

PARKING, MILL POND PARKWAY, TM #207-1-10 AND #207-1-12: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorizes Mayor Dwyer to sign the proposal with Donald R. Stedge, 

P.L.S., to provide a new boundary survey for Village of Monroe Parking, Millpond Parkway TM #207-1-

10 and TM# 207-1-12 in the amount of $2,500.00, to be allocated from budget line A.7110.4500, Parks 

Contractual. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Karl 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

WATER PENALTY WAIVER – TOWN CUSTOMER #10030: 

 

Town water customer account #10030 requests to have the $160.39 penalty fee waived from her water 

account due to the Water Department having incorrect billing information. 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees denies the request of Town water customer #10030 for waiver of 

water penalties totaling $160.39. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee O’Connor 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 



 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT – NYS INTELLIGENCE SUMMIT – CHIEF GUZMAN: 

 

On March 11th and 12th, 2025, the New York State Police and the New York State Division of Homeland 

Security and Emergency Services will be hosting the 2025 New York State Intelligence Summit in 

Saratoga Springs, New York. The summit includes invites to law enforcement, criminal justice, and 

homeland security executives. The event provides an opportunity to learn about new strategies, 

technologies and available resources. Some of the topics include cyber threats, major crime trends and 

counter-terrorism programs all in the interest of public safety. There is no cost to the Village of Monroe. 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorizes Chief Guzman to attend the New York State Intelligence 

Summit in Saratoga Springs, New York on March 11th and 12th, 2025. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Karl 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

PROPOSAL – LANC & TULLY ENGINEERING AND SURVEYING, P.C. – BOUNDARY SURVEY 

SERVICE – FRANZ KOLIBER’S LAKE – WEST MOMBASHA ROAD, TM #225-2-2: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorizes Mayor Dwyer to sign the proposal with Lanc & Tully 

Engineering and Surveying, P.C., to provide a boundary survey for Franz Koliber’s Lake, West 

Mombasha Road, TM #225-2-2 in the amount of $4,400.00, to be allocated from budget line F.8320.4500, 

Source Contractual. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee O’Connor 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

AUTHORIZATION – LANC & TULLY ENGINEERING AND SURVEYING, P.C. – VAN KEUREN 

BOOSTER PUMP STATION PROJECT: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorizes Lanc & Tully Engineering and Surveying, P.C. to proceed 

to bid the Van Keuren Booster Pump Station project pursuant to the requirements of Section 103, 

General Municipal Law. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee O’Connor 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

  

MAYOR & TRUSTEE’S REPORT: 

 

Trustee Behringer reminded the public Restaurant Week ends this weekend. Continue to support local, 

shop local and eat at local restaurants. 

 

Trustee Ferraro said we have quite a few volunteers and sponsors donating to the Airplane Park project. 

We still need more skilled and unskilled workers to help. It should be a fun time with community 

involvement. Please reach out to be part of this amazing project! 

 

Trustee Karl asked about the street lights that are out and why haven’t they been repaired. Many people 

are walking the streets and the lights are not working. Street light outages are reported to the Monroe 

Police Department, as they have access to the portal. Mayor Dwyer said he has spoken to Senator 

Skoufis’s office and reached out to the Public Service Commission in regards to the street light outages. 

Trustee Karl also commented on the double poles. Attorney Terhune will draft a letter to be sent to the 

Public Service Commission about double poles. Trustee Karl also attended the Orange County Sewer 

District No. 1 meeting and has shared information from the meeting. The proposed upgrades are 

estimated to be $185 million dollars for the expansion. State and Federal grants will help assist with the 

cost to taxpayers, if granted. This will be added in debt services on the Town / County Tax bill to 

taxpayers. He will continue to attend these meetings to keep the public updated. 

 

ATTORNEY’S REPORT: 

 

Nothing to report. 



 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   # PRESENT 6    TIME: 7:30PM 

 

Eric Rosenthal, Treasurer, representing the MW Football / Cheer League is seeking the support of the 

Village Board. The league has been denied access to the football field at Smith’s Clove Park. He feels that 

every child, no matter which league, should have the right to play on their local football field. There is 

plenty of room for both leagues to play in the park. They asked to play on the secondary field at the park 

and were told they could not. The bylaws in place only allow one league from each sport to utilize the 

fields in the park. Members of the Park Commission are affiliated with the other league that has 

permission to play at Smith’s Clove Park. Eric did appreciate the fact that he saw Mayor Dwyer in 

attendance at the Park Commission meeting.  

 

Zubin Mehta, MW Football / Cheer League parent, just wants the kids to have a place to play, he doesn’t 

care which field at Smith’s Clove Park. They are depleting the leagues funds to pay for field use in other 

communities when 90% of the athletes are Monroe Woodbury students. 

 

Peter DeVito, MW Football / Cheer League parent, said there is no reason the kids can’t play together. 

They all go to school together and the two leagues play Flag Football together and everyone gets along. 

We are flexible with practice days and fields.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

On a motion by Trustee O’Connor, seconded by Trustee Karl, and carried, following a 5-minute recess, 

the Board convened in Executive Session at 7:50PM for discussion of Personnel. 

 

OPEN SESSION:  

 

On a motion by Trustee Ferraro, seconded by Trustee Karl, and carried, the Open Meeting resumed at 

9:00PM. 

 

STIPEND – A. RYAN – VILLAGE DEPUTY CLERK: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approve a one-time stipend in the amount of $2,700.00 for Aileen 

Ryan, Village Deputy Clerk. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Ferraro, seconded by Trustee O’Connor 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Ferraro, seconded by Trustee O’Connor and carried, no further business, the 

meeting was adjourned at 9:00PM.     

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Kimberly Zahra 

Village Clerk 


