Village of Monroe Board of Trustees Meeting — Tuesday, December 3, 2024

PUBLIC HEARING 12.3.24 - 7:00 PM
INTRODUCTORY LOCAL LAW OF 2024,
“AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 155A, PROPERTY MAINTENANCE LAW”

A Public Hearing was held on Tuesday, December 3, 2024 in the boardroom of the Village Hall, 7
Stage Road, Monroe, NY at 7:00 PM to review a proposed Local Law entitled, “Amendment to Chapter
155A, Property Maintenance Law.” The Village Board of Trustees determines and declares that a clean,
wholesome, attractive environment is important to the health and safety of the inhabitants of the Village
of Monroe.

Present: Deputy Mayor Ferraro, Trustees Behringer, Karl, and O’Connor
Also present: Attorney Terhune and Clerk Zahra
Absent: Mayor Dwyer

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Karl, and carried, the public hearing was
opened at 7:00 PM.

There were 3 people from the public present for the public hearing. There was no written
correspondence received. The public hearing was left open forl5 minutes.

Trustee Karl commented he would like to see the height of the grass changed from ten (10) inches down
to eight (8) inches. By the time a contractor gets to the property to cut it, the grass is even higher.
Attorney Terhune went over the proposed changes to the local law.

With no further comments or questions, on a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee Behringer
and carried, the public hearing was closed at 7:15 PM.

VILLAGE OF MONROE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2024
(www.villageofmonroe.org)

The first of the bi-monthly meetings of the Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, December 3, 2024 at
7:00 PM in the Boardroom of the Village Hall, 7 Stage Road, Monroe, New York. Deputy Mayor Ferraro
called the meeting to order and led in the pledge to the flag. Emergency exits were announced.

Present: Deputy Mayor Ferraro; Trustees Behringer, Karl, and O’Connor
Also present: Attorney Terhune and Clerk Zahra
Absent: Mayor Dwyer

MINUTE APPROVAL — NOVEMBER 19, 2024 BOARD MEETING:

On a motion by Trustee O’Connor seconded by Trustee Karl, the Minutes of the November 19, 2024
Board Meeting were approved.

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor
Nays: None

RESIGNATION - E. MABEE - WATER TREATMENT PLANT OPERATOR - WATER
DEPARTMENT:

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepts the resignation of Ernest Mabee, Water Treatment Plant
Operator, from the Water Department, effective November 20, 2024.

On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee O’Connor

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor
Nays: None

RESIGNATION — D. HEGARTY — P/T SECRETARY TO ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS:

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepts the resignation of Danielle Hegarty, P/T Secretary to the
Zoning Board of Appeals effective December 1, 2024.



On a motion by Trustee O’Connor, seconded by Trustee Behringer

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor
Nays: None

ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW #7 OF 2024 — AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 155A,
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE LAW”:

WHEREAS, the Village Board of the Village of Monroe, New York (“Village Board”) duly noticed a public
hearing held on December 3, 2024; and

WHEREAS, the Village Board solicited public comment during said public hearing on December 3, 2024;
and

WHEREAS, the proposed local law amends Chapter 155A, Property Maintenance Law; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that:

1. The above “WHEREAS” paragraphs are incorporated herein by reference.

2. The Local Law, “Amendment to Chapter 155A, Property Maintenance Law,” as attached
is adopted as Local Law No. 7 of 2024 of the Village of Monroe on December 3, 2024.

3. The Village Board hereby directs the Village Clerk to take all steps to process and file said
Local Law.

4. This Resolution shall be effective immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.

On a motion by Trustee Ferraro, seconded by Trustee Behringer

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor
Nays: None

VILLAGE OF MONROE
INTRODUCTORY LOCAL LAW NO. 7 OF 2024
AMENDMENT TO CHAPETER 155A, PROPERTY MAINTENANCE LAW

BE IT ENACTED by the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Monroe, County of
Orange, State of New York, as follows:

Section 1. Legislative Findings, Purpose and Intent.

The Village Board of the Village of Monroe hereby determines that further clarification of the
Property Maintenance Law is necessary for the efficient and lawful enforcement of the Chapter.

Section 2. Authority.

This local law is enacted by the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Monroe pursuant to
its authority to adopt local laws pursuant to the New York State Constitution and Section 10 of the
Municipal Home Rule Law.

Section 3. Chapter 155A, titled, “Property Maintenance,” is modified as follows.

Section § 155A-1, titled, “Legislative intent, purpose” is modified to delete text marked with strike-out,
and add text that is underlined.

A. The Board of Trustees of the Village of Monroe determines and declares that a clean, wholesome, attractive
environment is important to the health and safety of the inhabitants of the Village and the safeguarding of their material
rights against unwarranted invasion and, in addition, such environment is deemed necessary to the maintenance and
continued development of the economy of the Village and general welfare of its citizens. The Board determines that it is
contrary to this intent for any parcel of property to be maintained in a cluttered or unclean condition or in such as condition
S0 as to create the potential for a public nuisance, a public health hazard or which renders it aesthetically offensive to the
common sensibilities of an average resident applying community standards.

B. It is further declared that the unrestrained accumulation of rubbish, brush, grass, weeds, debris, ineperative
or-abandened vehicles; and machinery and equipment or parts thereof, and the failure to remove rubbish, brush, grass,
weeds, debris, inoperative or abandoned vehicles and machinery and equipment or parts thereof from property, is a hazard
to such health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the Village necessitating the regulation, restraint and elimination thereof.

C. It is further declared that persons who repeatedly violate the provisions of this chapter endanger the health
and safety of Village residents. Furthermore, the Board of Trustees determines that absentee landlords and others wait until




a violation is issued to address the problem or leave it up to the Village to remedy the violation and simple pay the fine. In
the former case, Village enforcement officers are used by these repeat offenders as an “early warning” trigger to clean up
their properties, wasting Village time, money and code enforcement resources. The latter case not only wastes Village
resources, but the Village also finds itself acting as the de facto property maintenance contractor for owners who find it
easier and, in some cases, less expensive to simply wait for the Village to clean up the property. In either situation, chronic
violators subject Village residents to dangerous and unsightly properties, lower the value of their neighbor’s properties,
waste Village resources and negatively impact the quality of Village life. The Village will not tolerate violations of the
property maintenance law.

Section 8 155A-4, titled, “Definitions,” is amended by deleting text marked with strike-out, and adding
text that is underlined.

DUMPSTER, CONTAINER, COMPACTOR or ENCLOSURE
An enclosed area or otherwise covered container for the temporary collection, compacting and storage of a nuisance,
hazard, debris; and-litter, refuse, rubbish and trash, as defined herein.

PROPERTY
Shall include land, buildings and structures firmly affixed thereto on a permanent basis or located thereon on a
temporary basis, integrated equipment (such as light fixtures or a well pump), ponds, canals, roads and machinery,
among other things. For the purpose of this chapter, the term property and the term premises may be used
interchangeably.

RUBBISH

of wood, coal, coke and other combustible materials, paper, rags, cartons, boxes, wood, excelsior, rubber, leather, tree
branches, yard trimmings, tin cans, metals, mineral matter, glass, crockery and dust and other similar materials.

Section 8 155A-4, titled, “Definitions,” is amended by adding the following definitions in alphabetical
order as follows:

MOTOR VEHICLES, COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE, HEAVY COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE
For the purpose of this chapter, “motor vehicles,” “commercial motor vehicle,” and “heavy commercial motor vehicle”
shall be defined as set forth in Chapter 43, “Vehicles and Traffic,” of the Village of Monroe Code.

NOTICE OF VIOLATION
A notice issued by the Enforcement Officer informing a property owner, tenant or occupant of a violation of this

chapter.

ORDER TO REMEDY
An order to remedy any condition found to exist in, on, or about any property in violation of this chapter.

PREMISES
A lot, plot or parcel of land, easement or public way, including any structures thereon. For the purpose of this chapter,
the term property and the term premises may be used interchangeably.

REPEAT OFFENDER
A “repeat offender” is a person (as defined herein) who is issued a notice of violation of § 155A-6 A through E three
or more times within a twelve-month period.

STRICT LIABILITY VIOLATION
A violation in which the prosecution in a legal proceeding is not required to prove criminal intent as part of its case.
It is enough to prove that the defendant either did an act which was prohibited or failed to do an act which the defendant
was legally required to do. Strict liability violations cannot be remedied and are, therefore, deemed irremediable.



https://up.codes/viewer/new_york/ny-property-maintenance-code-2020/chapter/2/definitions#garbage
https://up.codes/viewer/new_york/ny-property-maintenance-code-2020/chapter/2/definitions#yard

TENANT
A person, corporation, partnership or group, whether or not the legal owner of record, occupying a building or property
or portion thereof.

TRASH
Things that are no longer useful or wanted and that have been thrown away.
Section 8 155A-5, titled, “Duties of owners and occupants; applicability,” is modified as follows by
deleting text marked with strike-out, and adding text that is underlined.

Section § 155A-5 Applicability, Bduties of owners and occupants;-applicabitity.

A. The provisions of this chapter shall be applicable to all property located in the Village of Monroe except for
property owned by the Village of Monroe.

B. In furtherance of the purposes of this chapter, it shall be the duty and responsibility of the owner, tenant or
occupant of premises property to comply with any or all of the requirements and standards of this chapter to keep the
premises property free of conditions which constitute violations hereof and to promptly remove, prevent or abate such
conditions.

C. Owners, tenants and occupants shall have all the duties, obligations and responsibilities prescribed in this
chapter, and no such person or entity shall be relieved of any duty, obligation or responsibility hereunder nor be entitled to
assert, as a defense against any charge made against him or them for violation of this chapter, the fact that another owner,
operator or occupant or any other third person or entity is also responsible therefor and in violation thereof.

D The provisions of this chapter shall supplement state and local laws, codes or regulations. Where a provision
of this chapter is found to be in conflict with a provision of a state or local law, code or regulation, the more restrictive
provision shall apply when legally permissible.

Section § 155A-6, titled, “Penalties for offenses, Justice Court,” subsections “E” through “G” is modified
to delete text marked with strike-out, and add text that is underlined.

E. All land must be kept free of dead or dylng trees and accumulatlons of brush shrubs weeds, grass, stumps,

F. Ne-mere-than-ene-unregistered No motor vehicle of any kind as defined herein may be parked or stored on
any front, rear or side yard of the property located in a reS|dent|aI zonlnq dlstrlct except as permltted in Sectlon 200 44 of

the zoning code. N

cover, trees and shrubberv shaII be mamtamed in a safe condltlon free of noxious weeds and otherwise free of nuisance,

hazard, debris, litter and unsightly materials. For the purposes of this provision, all grass shall be kept trimmed to a height
of no greater than 10 inches. The dead or diseased trees or any portion thereof which present any hazard to life or property
shall be removed. No owner, tenant, or occupant shall blow leaves or other debris onto adjacent property or property

Section 8 155A-7, titled, “Landscaping maintenance,” is deleted in its entirety and the following sections
renumbered.

Section § 155A-(8)7, titled, “Procedure to remedy; removal by Village; charges upon property,” is modified by
deleting existing subsections “E” and “F”” and modifying subsections “A” through “D” by deleting text marked with a strike-
out, and adding text that is underlined. Existing “D” becomes “E.”

A. Notice of violation and order to remedy.

Q) Except as set forth in § 155A-8, Yupon the failure of an owner, tenant or occupant to comply with the
provisions of this chapter, the Enforcement Officer shall issue a written notice of violation and order to remedy said
violation within five days, or as soon thereafter deemed reasonable as determined by the Enforcement Officer.

2 Such notice shall be deemed to be properly and sufficiently served if a copy thereof is posted conspicuously
on the affected property, sent by certified mail or registered mail to the last known address of the property owner
upon which the same is delivered served, as shown by the most recent assessment roll of the Village, or a copy
thereof is personally served (as if a summons) to said owner, tenant or occupant of the property or a copy thereof is
left at the usual place of abode or office of said owner, tenant or occupant of the property.




3 Content of notice and order to remedy.

(i) The notice shall identify the violation asserted by reproduction of the specific provision or provisions of
this chapter and such other information as deemed appropriate by the Enforcement Officer to identify and clarify
the violation.

(ii) The notice shall and also state in bold type that upon failure to remedy the violation within-the-time
stated-therein; in no less than five (5) days from the date of the violation or such other time as set forth by the
Enforcement Officer, the Village may remedy the violation and levy the cost of said remedy to the property.

(iii) The notice shall also include the following statement in bold type:

Within five (5) days from the date of this notice of violation, you may contact the
Village Clerk by email or letter requesting an appearance before the Board of
Trustees to be heard at a regularly scheduled public meeting as to why the Village
should not remedy the violation and assess the cost to the property or, alternatively,
why the time to remedy is insufficient. Failure to request an appearance or
subsequently appear before the Board on the scheduled date shall constitute
permission for the Village to remedy the violation and acceptance of such cost to
remedy as a charge and assessment against the property. Such request shall toll
enforcement until the date said appearance is scheduled.

remeved—wrthrn the trme set forth |n the notrce the Vrllaqe Board shall have the power to remedv the vrolatron(s)

C. Said remedy may be performed by the Department of Publrc Works or other desrgnee as determined by resolutron

D Cost to remedy to be a charged to the property. The Board of Trustees finds and determines that Village

residents who comply with this ehapter by keeping their property in an orderly, clean and well-kept condition should not
bear the financial burden of those residents who violate the provisions of this chapter and negatively impact the health and
welfare of their neighbors and the entire Village.

(1) Where the property owner, tenant or occupant fails to timely remedy the violation, the Fhe Village

Board shall ascertain the-cost-of-the-proceeding-and the actual-cost-toremedy, and such costs shall be
charged to the property.

(2) In addition, the Village Board of Trustees shall establish a schedule of administrative fees, which fees
shall be added to the actual costs incurred by the Village to remedy violations and shall be progressive
in order to discourage repetitive or recalcitrant offenders. Said schedule shall be established by resolution
of the Village Board and modified from time to time in the same manner and shall include, but not be
limited to, the administrative cost of mobilizing the Department of Public Works, other Village agencies
or contractors to remedy violations.

(3) Said charges shall be sent by certified or registered mail to the owner of the property and a copy to
the tenant or occupant and posted on the property. Payment shall be due in thirty (30) days and-assessed;
along-with-such-administrative fees-apphicable-to-said-vielations;-and- Unpaid-sums shall constitute a lien
and charge on the real property and shall be assessed against such property and collected in the same
manner as real property taxes.

DE. Remedy by Village. The removal of any nuisance, hazard or litter by the Village of Monroe or its agents
shall not operate to excuse compliance with this chapter, and such owner, tenant or occupant shall, notwithstanding such
action, be subject to any other penalties provided for herein.



A new Section § 155A-8, is added as follows:

8 155A-8 Strict liability violations.

A. Violations of § 155A-6 F through H of this chapter are hereby deemed irremediable strict liability
violations.

B. No time to remedy shall be afforded to owners, tenants or occupants who violate § 155A-6 F, G or H.

C. Upon the violation of 8 155A-6 F through H, the Enforcement Officer shall issue an appearance ticket
pursuant to Section 150.10 of the New York State Criminal Procedure Law.

Section 8 155A-10, titled, “Penalties for offenses; Justice Court,” is deleted in its entirety and replaced
as follows:

A. The Code Enforcement Officer is hereby authorized to issue an appearance ticket pursuant to Criminal
Procedure Law § 150.10 of the State of New York to secure the enforcement of this chapter.

B. Penalties. In addition to and not in lieu of any other remedy, any person who violates any provision of
this chapter or who violates or fails to comply with any lawful order promulgated hereunder shall be guilty of a violation
and, for a first conviction thereof, shall be subject to a fine in an amount not less than $500 per day of violation or a
maximum of 15 days imprisonment, or both; for conviction of a second violation committed within 12 months of the first
violation, such person shall be subject to a fine in an amount not less than $800 per day of violation or a maximum of 15
days imprisonment, or both; for conviction of a third violation committed within 12 months of the first violation, such
person shall be subject to a fine in an amount not less than $1,500 per day of violation or a maximum of 15 days
imprisonment, or both; for conviction of a fourth violation and for each subsequent violation committed within 12 months
of any prior violation, such person shall be subject to a fine in an amount not less than $2,500 per day of violation or a
maximum of 15 days imprisonment, or both.

C. Penalties for repeat offenders. In addition to and not in lieu of penalties imposed pursuant to conviction
under 8 155A-10B, repeat offenders as defined herein shall be issued an appearance ticket and upon conviction thereof
shall be subject to a fine in an amount not less than $1000 or a maximum of 15 days imprisonment, or both. In no event
shall the cumulative days of imprisonment, if ordered by the court, be greater than 15 days if the repeat offender is
convicted of both a third violation under subsection “B” above and convicted as a repeat offender under this subsection.

D. The continuation of an offense against the provisions of this chapter shall constitute, for each day the
offense is continued, a separate and distinct offence hereunder.

E. Civil penalties and injunction. In addition to and not in lieu of any other remedy or remedies, the Village
Board may also maintain an action or proceeding in the name of the Village in a court of competent jurisdiction to obtain
civilmonetary penalties and compel compliance with or to restrain, by injunction, the violation of this chapter or any order
promulgated hereunder.

F. Nothing contained herein shall limit the Village's remedies under the law.

Section 4. Supersession, of Inconsistent Laws, if any.

The Village Board of Trustees hereby declares its legislative intent to supersede any provision of any local
law, rule, or regulation and any provision of the state Village Law or other special law that may be declared
inconsistent or in conflict with this local law. The courts are specifically requested to take notice of this legislative
intent and apply such intent in the event the Village has failed to specify any provision of law that may require
supersession. The Village Board hereby declares that it would have enacted this local law and superseded such
provision had it been apparent.

Section 5. Severability.

If any section, part or provision of this local law or the application thereof to any person, property or
circumstance is adjudged invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such judgment shall be confined in its
operation to the section, part, provision or application directly and expressly adjudged invalid and shall not affect
or impair the validity of the remainder of this local law or the application thereof.

Section 6. Effective Date.

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.



POLICE DEPARTMENT SURPLUS — AUCTIONS INTERNATIONAL.:

WHEREAS, State Law requires equipment no longer needed by a municipality be sold at fair market value
after declaring it surplus and no longer needed.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepts the recommendation of Chief
Guzman and declares the following equipment surplus to the needs of the Village and authorizes it to be
auctioned through Auctions International, to the highest bidder. Items to be auctioned are as follows:

(8) Milestone HIK cameras. replaced by new station cameras

(5) Panasonic Toughbooks. replaced by new patrol vehicle laptops

[MAKE MODEL SERIAL NUMBER [IN-SERVICE DATE
PANASONIC TOUGHBOOK CF-53 6DTSA58732 11/26/2014
PANASONIC TOUGHBOOK CF-53 41TYA43859 7/3/2014
PANASONIC TOUGHBOOK CF-53 4ITYA43808 7/3/2014
PANASONIC TOUGHBOOK CF-53 6ATSA48498 11/26/2014
PANASONIC TOUGHBOOK CF-53 S5JTSA32743 11/16/2014

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee O’Connor

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor
Nays: None

REPLACEMENT OF HVAC UNITS — BUILDING RESERVE — POLICE DEPARTMENT:

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorizes the replacement of the Police Department’s HVAC system
by Westar Tech Services, Middletown, NY, in the amount of $51,750.00 to be budgeted from A.0231.500,
Building Reserve. The Police Department received multiple estimates and would like to move forward
with Westar Tech Services.

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee O’Connor

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Ferraro, Karl and O’Connor
Nays: None

MAYOR & TRUSTEE’S REPORT:

Trustee Ferraro spoke about the Shop Local Holiday Passport. You show your passport to participating
local businesses to collect your stickers, then turn in your sticker filled passport to Village Hall by
December 25th so that it can be entered to win a raffle for various prizes.

Trustee Behringer said the Winterfest will be held on Saturday, December 14" from 3pm to 6pm in
between the ponds on Lake Street. Come join us for hot cocoa, caroling, Santa, Mrs. Claus, and a
hayride.

Trustee Karl wanted residents to know about the USDA Rural Development, Section 504 Home Repair
program which provides loans to very low-income homeowners to repair, improve or modernize their
homes and grants to elderly very low-income homeowners to remove health and safety hazards. He asked
the clerk to get the link onto the website.

ATTORNEY’S REPORT:

Nothing to report.

PUBLIC COMMENT: # PRESENT 2 TIME: 7:25PM

Amanda Primiano, Library Director, followed up on the two (2) free parking spaces in front of the
library that are now not free. They have had an additional 30 complaints since they last spoke at a
Village Board meeting. She is asking, once again, that the Board consider making the two (2) parking
spaces in front of the library free and is willing to have them marked for no longer than 30 minutes. She



would like the free spaces back so that patrons can get in and out quickly without paying to park.

Kathleen Bayer, Library Board member, supports Amanda’s request and feel that the short-term, 30-
minute, parking would be a great compromise. The parking kiosks create a barrier for those that want
and need to get in and out of the library quickly.

The Board said they will discuss the requested free parking spaces in the near future, as parking
throughout the Village is free for the holidays from December 15t to January 1%,

ADJOURNMENT:

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee O’Connor and carried, no further business, the
meeting was adjourned at 7:30PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kimberly Zahra
Village Clerk



