
Village of Monroe Board of Trustees Meeting October 1, 2024 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 10.1.24 – 7:00 PM 

INTRODUCTORY LOCAL LAW OF 2024,  

“AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 155A, PROPERTY MAINTENANCE LAW”   

 

A Public Hearing was held on Tuesday, October 1, 2024 in the boardroom of the 

Village Hall, 7 Stage Road, Monroe, NY at 7:00 PM to review a proposed Local Law 

entitled, “Amendment to Chapter 155A, Property Maintenance Law.” The Village Board 

of Trustees determines and declares that a clean, wholesome, attractive environment is 

important to the health and safety of the inhabitants of the Village of Monroe.  

 

Present: Mayor Dwyer, Trustees Behringer, Karl, and O’Connor 

Also present: Attorney Terhune and Clerk Zahra 

Absent:  Trustee Ferraro 

 

On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee Behringer, and carried, the public 

hearing was opened at 7:05 PM.   

 

Attorney Terhune reviewed with the Board and the public the proposed modifications to 

the local law. 

 

There were 3 people from the public present for the public hearing.  There was no written 

correspondence received. The public hearing was left open for 6 minutes. 

 

With no further comments or questions, on a motion by Trustee O’Connor, seconded by 

Trustee Karl and carried, the public hearing was closed at 7:11 PM. 

 

VILLAGE OF MONROE 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2024 

(www.villageofmonroe.org) 

 

The first of the bi-monthly meetings of the Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, 

October 1, 2024 at 7:00 PM in the Boardroom of the Village Hall, 7 Stage Road, Monroe, 

New York.  Mayor Neil Dwyer called the meeting to order and led in the pledge to the flag. 

Emergency exits were announced. 

 

Present:  Mayor Dwyer, Trustees Behringer, Karl, and O’Connor 

Also present: Attorney Terhune and Clerk Zahra 

Absent:  Trustee Ferraro 

 

MINUTE APPROVAL:  SEPTEMBER 3, 2024 BOARD MEETING: 

 

On a motion by Trustee O’Connor, seconded by Trustee Behringer, the Minutes of the 

September 3, 2024 Board Meeting were approved. 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Karl and O’Connor   

Nays: None 

 

BUDGETARY TRANSFERS / MODIFICATIONS: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorizes the Treasurer to make the following fund 

transfers / modifications to balance the budget: 

 

 
 

Budget Modifications

From : Description To: Description Amount Notes

A.2709 Employee Contributions A.9060.8000 Health Insurance 216.85$          Raise Rev/Exp accounts RE Deborah Proulx Health Insurance Contribution 

A.3389 Other Public Safety A.3120.4710 PD Postage 69.00$            Raise Rev/Exp accounts RE Pitney Bowes refund check



On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee O’Connor 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Karl and O’Connor 

Nays: None 

 

RESIGNATION – L. GREGG – P/T DISPATCHER – POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepts the resignation of Lauren Gregg, Part-Time 

Dispatcher, from the Police Department, effective July 29, 2024.  

 

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee O’Connor 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, and O’Connor 

Nays: None 

 

APPOINTMENT – P/T ACCOUNT CLERK TYPIST – M. CEBREROS – BUILDING 

DEPARTMENT: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepts the recommendation of Mayor Dwyer and 

appoints Maria Elena Cebreros, to the part-time position of P/T Account Clerk Typist 

effective October 3, 2024 at an hourly salary of $25.00/hour (not to exceed 20 hours a week) 

from budget line A.3620.1700, Bldg Inspector Clerical.  

 

On a motion by Trustee O’Connor, seconded by Trustee Behringer 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Karl and O’Connor 

Nays: None 

 

COMPLETION OF PROBATION: 

 

RESOLVED, the following employees hereby complete their probationary period: 

 

DPW: 

  Ryan Miller – Laborer – July 3, 2023 

Matthew Pascullo – Heavy Equipment Operator – October 31, 2023 

  Aldo Chiappetta – Working Leader – December 18, 2023 

  Jason Dobrinski – Laborer – February 6, 2024 

  Vincent Federici – Laborer – February 19, 2024 

  Stephen Mihok – Head Automotive Mechanic – August 8, 2024 

 

Justice Court: 

  Danny Lawrence – Court Attendant – March 19, 2024 

  Nicole Manfredonia – Court Clerk – July 8, 2024   

 

Police Department: 

  Timothy Young – Lieutenant – December 18, 2023 

  Richard Haley – Dispatcher – February 27, 2024  

  Francis Armstrong – Police Officer – March 21, 2024 

  Bradford Elins – Parking Enforcement Officer – September 30, 2024 

 

Village Hall: 

  Donna Combee – Deputy Village Treasurer – July 3, 2023 

  Anthony Feliz – Village Treasurer – April 1, 2024 

  Ronald Svrchek – Code Enforcement Officer – June 23, 2024 

  Bryan Berberena – Code Enforcement Officer – September 26, 2024 

  

The necessary MSD-426B will be submitted to OC Department of Human Resources. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Karl 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Karl and O’Connor 

Nays: None 



 

ATTORNEY APPOINTMENT – RAMETTA & RAMETTA, LLC: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees designates the law firm of Rametta & Rametta, 30 

Matthews St., Suite 104, Goshen, NY as Special Prosecutor for the Building and Code 

Enforcement cases in the Village of Monroe at a rate of $150.00 per hour. Rametta & 

Rametta is currently appointed as our special Prosecutor for Vehicle and Traffic cases. 

On a motion by Trustee O’Connor, seconded by Trustee Behringer 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Karl and O’Connor 

Nays: None 

 

APPOINTMENT – D. SHERMAN - P/T DISPATCHER – POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepts the recommendation of Chief Guzman and 

appoint Derek Sherman to the position of part-time dispatcher at a salary of $25.20 per 

hour. The required background investigation, physical and drug screening has been 

completed. The effective date of hire is October 2, 2024. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Karl 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Karl and O’Connor 

Nays: None 

 

APPOINTMENT – R. MILLER – HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR - DPW: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approves the recommendation of Working Leader 

Aldo Chiappetta, and appoint Ryan Miller, 19 Elmwood Drive, Monroe, New York, to the 

position of Heavy Equipment Operator. Mr. Miller has been preapproved by Orange 

County Department of Human Resources with an effective date of October 2, 2024 at a rate 

of pay of $40.80/hour. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee O’Connor 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Karl and O’Connor 

Nays: None 

 

ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW #5 OF 2024 – AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 

155A, PROPERTY MAINTENANCE LAW”: 

 

WHEREAS, the Village Board of the Village of Monroe, New York (“Village Board”) duly 

noticed a public hearing held on October 1, 2024; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Village Board solicited public comment during said public hearing on 

October 1, 2024; and 

 

WHEREAS, the proposed local law amends Chapter 155A, Property Maintenance Law; 

and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that: 

 

1. The above “WHEREAS” paragraphs are incorporated herein by reference. 

2. The Local Law, “Amendment to Chapter 155A, Property Maintenance 

Law,” as attached is adopted as Local Law No. 5 of 2024 of the Village of Monroe on 

October 1, 2024.   

3. The Village Board hereby directs the Village Clerk to take all steps to process 

and file said Local Law. 

4. This Resolution shall be effective immediately upon filing with the Secretary 

of State. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee Behringer 



 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Karl and O’Connor  

Nays: None 

 

VILLAGE OF MONROE 

INTRODUCTORY LOCAL LAW NO. 5 OF 2024 

AMENDMENT TO CHAPETER 155A, PROPERTY MAINTENANCE LAW 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Monroe, 

County of Orange, State of New York, as follows: 

 

Section 1.  Legislative Findings, Purpose and Intent.   

 

The Village Board of the Village of Monroe hereby determines that clarification 

of the Property Maintenance Law is necessary for the efficient and lawful enforcement 

of the Chapter.   

 

 Section 2.  Authority. 

 

This local law is enacted by the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of 

Monroe pursuant to its authority to adopt local laws pursuant to the New York State 

Constitution and Section 10 of the Municipal Home Rule Law.  

 

 Section 3.  Chapter 155A, titled, “Property Maintenance,” is modified as 

follows. 

 

Subsection § 155A-10, titled, “Penalties for offenses, Justice Court,” is modified 

to delete text marked with strike-out, and add text that is underlined.  

 

  A. The Code Enforcement Officer is hereby authorized to issue an 

appearance ticket pursuant to Criminal Procedure Law § 150.10 of the State of New York 

to secure the enforcement of this Chapter.  The issuance of appearance tickets shall be at 

the discretion of the Code Enforcement Officer, however, Said an appearance ticket shall 

be issued with the third notice of violation issued to the same property owner within a 

twelve-month period and shall include a copy of the prior two notices and all supporting 

documentation., this local law, 

 

  B. Civil penalty.  In addition to and not in lieu of any other remedy, any 

person failing to comply with a lawful order pursuant to this Chapter or committing an 

offense against any provision of this Chapter in addition to the cost of remedy imposed 

by the Village Board, shall be issued an appearance ticket to appear before the Village 

Magistrate and be subject to a civil penalty enforceable and collectible by the Village in 

an amount not less than not exceeding $250.00 upon conviction for a first offense, 

$350.00 $500.00 upon conviction for a second offense committed within any twelve-

month period after a first offense has been committed, $500.00 $1000.00 upon 

conviction for any further subsequent offense committed within any twelve-month 

period after a first offense has been committed.  A copy of the appearance ticket 

accompanied by an affidavit of service and all supporting documentation shall be 

delivered to the Justice Court Clerk prior to the appearance date. 

  

  C.  Criminal penalty.  In addition to and not in lieu of any other remedy, Aany 

person who shall violate any of the provisions of this Chapter, in addition to the civil 

penalties contained herein, shall, upon conviction, be guilty of a misdemeanor violation 

subject to a fine not exceeding $1,000.00 and up to 15 days in prison.  

 

  D. The continuation of an offense against the provisions of this chapter shall 

constitute, for each week the offense is continued, a separate and distinct offence 



hereunder. 

 

E. Civil penalties and injunction. In addition to and not in lieu of any other 

remedy or remedies, the Village Board may also maintain an action or proceeding in the 

name of the Village in a court of competent jurisdiction to obtain civil monetary penalties 

and compel compliance with or to restrain, by injunction, the violation of this chapter or 

any order promulgated hereunder.  

 

F. Nothing contained herein shall limit the Village’s remedies under the law. 

 

    Section 4.  Supersession, of Inconsistent Laws, if any. 

 

The Village Board of Trustees hereby declares its legislative intent to supersede 

any provision of any local law, rule, or regulation and any provision of the state Village 

Law or other special law that may be declared inconsistent or in conflict with this local 

law.  The courts are specifically requested to take notice of this legislative intent and 

apply such intent in the event the Village has failed to specify any provision of law that 

may require supersession. The Village Board hereby declares that it would have enacted 

this local law and superseded such provision had it been apparent. 

 

Section 5.  Severability. 

 

If any section, part or provision of this local law or the application thereof to any 

person, property or circumstance is adjudged invalid by any court of competent 

jurisdiction, such judgment shall be confined in its operation to the section, part, 

provision or application directly and expressly adjudged invalid and shall not affect or 

impair the validity of the remainder of this local law or the application thereof. 

 

Section 6.  Effective Date. 

 

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of 

State.  
 

WATER PENALTY WAIVER – TOWN CUSTOMER #10232: 

 

Town water customer account #10232 requests to have the $45.71 penalty fee waived from 

his water account, as he overlooked his bill. He has always been in good standing. 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees denies the request of Town water customer #10232 for 

waiver of water penalties totaling $45.71. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee O’Connor 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

PD VEHICLE SURPLUS – AUCTIONS INTERNATIONAL: 

 

WHEREAS, State Law requires equipment no longer needed by a municipality be sold at 

fair market value after declaring it surplus and no longer needed. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepts the 

recommendation of Chief Guzman and declares the following equipment surplus to the needs 

of the Village and authorizes it to be auctioned through Auctions International, to the highest 

bidder. Vehicles to be auctioned are as follows: 

  

Vehicle #458, 2011 Chevrolet Tahoe, VIN #1GNSK2E05BR312828 

Vehicle #456, 2013 Ford Interceptor, VIN #1FM5K8AR9DGA02172 

    

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Karl 



 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

WATER DEPARTMENT - RESOLUTION REVISING WATER METER FEES:  

 

VILLAGE OF MONROE  

RESOLUTION REVISING WATER METER FEES  

 

 WHEREAS, the cost of providing potable water to Village properties and properties 

located outside of the Village via agreement with the Town of Monroe has been increasing 

year-to-year; and 

WHEREAS, Village water usage, service and equipment fees have not been increased 

since 2006, 2007 and 2010; and   

WHEREAS, Village of Monroe Board of Trustees finds and determines that in order 

to continue to provide potable water to water users, and to continue to adequately fund water 

infrastructure, certain Village water equipment fees must be increased. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village of Monroe hereby adopts 

the following water meter fees: 

Water Meters 

   Sizes  Meters Customer Price 

   5/8”   T-10  $   700.00 

   3/4”  T-10  $   800.00 

   1”  T-10  $   900.00 

   1 1/2”  T-10  $1,500.00 

   2”  T-10  $2,000.00 

On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee O’Connor 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

EVENT APPLICATION – MONROE CROP HUNGER WALK: 

 

An event application has been submitted by Fred Schuepfer, representative of the Monroe 

Methodist Church, to hold their 28th annual Crop Hunger Walk on Sunday, October 27, 

2024 from 2:00PM to 4:30PM, utilizing the walking path of the lower Mill Pond. The walk 

will begin at the Methodist Church located on Maple Avenue and circle the lower pond two 

times before returning to the Church via Stage Road. The application has been reviewed 

and approved by the Building Department, DPW and Police Department. Police Officers 

will monitor vehicular and pedestrian traffic during the event. There will be no road 

closures and there are no additional costs for additional police protection for this event. 

Due to the church being a non-profit 501C3 and this is a volunteer financed event, Mr. 

Schuepfer is requesting that the $50.00 application fee be waived. 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approves the request of Fred Schuepfer, representative 

of the Monroe United Methodist Church, to sponsor the 28th annual Monroe Crop Hunger 

Walk on Sunday, October 27, 2024 from 2:00 PM – 4:30 PM. Walk will begin and end at 

the Monroe Methodist Church, 47 Maple Avenue. The walk will utilize the lower Mill Pond 

walking path. Sign-off of the event application has been made by the Building Department, 

DPW and Police Department. Officers will monitor vehicular and pedestrian traffic during 



the event at no additional cost.  

 

On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee Behringer 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

It is further RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees waives the $50.00 event application fee due 

to the Monroe Methodist Church being a non-profit 501C3. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee Behringer 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

REQUEST TO HANG SCARECROWS & CORNSTALKS – MW GIRL SCOUTS: 

 

In a letter from Barbara Mallory, Service Unit Manager for the Monroe Woodbury Girl 

Scouts, she requests permission of the Board of Trustees to host their annual Scarecrows in 

the Village activity. On Sunday, October 13, 2024 (rain date of Saturday, October 19th) the 

Girl Scouts would like to decorate the downtown of the Village of Monroe with cornstalks 

and scarecrows for the fall season. The Girl Scouts will gather in the commuter parking lot 

by the bus depot and Becks at 12PM to take a group photo and then will proceed to hang 

the scarecrows and cornstalks on the lamp posts.  

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approves the request of Barbara Mallory, Service Unit 

Manager for the Monroe Woodbury Girl Scouts, to hang corn stalks and scarecrows on the 

lamp posts in the downtown for the fall season on Sunday, October 13, 2024 at 12PM, rain 

date of Saturday, October 19th has also been scheduled in case of inclement weather.  

 

On a motion by Trustee O’Connor, seconded by Trustee Behringer 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Karl and O’Connor     

Nays: None 

 

BOND ACCEPTANCE – MONROE WOODBURY ISLAMIC CENTER – SBL #231-1-

3.42: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approves the bond estimate as found acceptable by the 

Village’s Engineer, Lanc & Tully, P.C., David Higgins, P.E. for the Monroe Woodbury 

Islamic Center, SBL #231-1-3.42. The submitted cost estimate indicates a total site 

improvement cost of $779,209.00 and an accompanying 5% inspection fee of $38,960.45. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee Behringer 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

EVENT APPLICATION – SMITH’S CLOVE PARK ANNUAL TURKEY TROT: 

 

The Monroe Joint Park Commission submitted an event application for their annual 

Turkey Trot race. The race is scheduled for Sunday, November 24, 2024 starting at 

9:00AM and will begin and end at Smith’s Clove Park. The race route would be as follows: 

starting at Smith’s Clove Park, runners will make a right onto Spring Street, and make a 

left onto Mapes Place. Runners will make a left onto Carpenter Place and a right onto 

Maple Avenue. Runners will continue up Maple Avenue, cross Stage Road to Millpond 

Parkway and continue along Millpond Parkway to the Airplane Park. Runners will make a 

right onto Rt.17M/Rt.208 and proceed up to North Main Street. They will cross North 

Main to Schunnemunk Road and proceed around to Forest Avenue. Runners will take 

Forest Avenue down to Franklin Avenue, make a left onto Franklin, another left onto 

Spring Street and return to Smith’s Clove Park. Approval and sign-off of the event 

application has been done by the Building Department, and the Highway and Police 



Departments. The Police Department will oversee the event with 8 Officers on 3 hours of 

overtime to assist with the traffic control points throughout the race route. Officers will 

monitor the event and provide any necessary assistance. The estimated cost of additional 

Police protection for the event is $1,680.00. Approval of this event will also be contingent 

upon approval of the NYS DOT 33-C permitted to utilize State Routes 17M & 208.  

 

RESOLVED, contingent upon the approval of NYS DOT to use State Route 17M and 

Route 208, the Board of Trustees approved the Monroe Joint Park Commission’s request 

to hold their Annual Turkey Trot Race on Sunday, November 24, 2024. The race will run 

from 9:00AM to 10:30AM and the event will be coordinated with the Monroe Police Dept. 

Monroe Fire District and Monroe Volunteer Ambulance Corp will be notified. Marshall 

and Sterling will also be notified to include this event to the Village’s insurance.  

 

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Karl 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Karl and O’Connor    

Nays: None 

 

PROPOSAL – BARTON & LOGUIDICE - NORTH POND PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorizes Mayor Dwyer to sign the proposal with 

Barton & Loguidice, D.P.C. to assess the environmental permitting requirements needed to 

replace the existing land bridge at the North Pond with a bridge or culvert structure in the 

amount of $2,500.00 to be allocated from budget line A.1440.4510, Crane Park, Engineer 

Contract. 

 

On a motion by Trustee O’Connor, seconded by Trustee Karl 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Karl and O’Connor     

Nays: None 

 

PROPOSAL – BARTON & LOGUIDICE – TRAFFIC SIGNAL ENGINEERING DESIGN 

– ORANGE TURNPIKE, PINE TREE ROAD, STILL ROAD, AND STAGE ROAD: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorizes Mayor Dwyer to sign the proposal with 

Barton & Loguidice, D.P.C. to design a traffic signal at the intersection of Orange 

Turnpike, Pine Tree Road, Still Road, and Stage Road. Included in the proposed scope of 

services is a detailed ground survey, detailed design including development of construction 

plans and bid documents, bidding services and award support, and construction 

administration support. Additionally, they have included their technical assumptions, 

anticipated project schedule, and cost proposal to conduct the requested traffic signal 

design services in an amount not to exceed $40,400.00 to be allocated from budget line 

A.1440.4520, Intersection Study, Engineer Contract. 

 

On a motion by Trustee O’Connor, seconded by Trustee Karl 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Karl and O’Connor     

Nays: None 

 

WATER DEPT – PURCHASE OF FENCE – 76 WOODCOCK ROAD AND WATER 

PLANT ROAD GATEHOUSE: 
(Minutes August 20, 2024) 

 

The Water Department received three bids for the purchase of fencing for the Water Plant 

located at 76 Woodcock Road, Monroe and the Water Plant Road Gatehouse. Bilt-Well 

Fence Co., Inc, Monroe, New York, bid $23,184; Ketchum Fencing, Inc., Otisville, New 

York, bid $24,134.00; and Protection Fence Co., Chester, New York bid $38,130.00. 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepts the recommendation of Ernie Mabee, Water 

Plant Operator, and awards the bid to purchase fencing for 76 Woodcock Road and the 

Water Plant Road Gatehouse from Bilt-Well Fence Co., Inc., in the amount of $23,184.00 to 

be allocated from budget line F.8330.4520, Purification Building Maintenance in the 



amount of $17,323.00 and F.8320.4500, Source Contractual in the amount of $5,861.00. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee O’Connor 

 

Ayes: Trustees Behringer, Karl and O’Connor 

Nays: None 

 

MAYOR & TRUSTEE’S REPORT: 

 

Mayor Dwyer was happy to say the Cheese Festival was, once again, a huge success. It was 

well attended. He thanked Mary Collura, the team, and the young team from Sacred Heart, 

many of them bilingual, which was very helpful. Their help was very appreciated.  

 

Trustee Behringer said the Cheese Festival was a great event and loved the tables and 

chairs near the music. She also reminded people about Museum Village events, No Scare 

Halloween on October 26th and October 27th and Christmas in the Village on December 

14th and 15th. Museum Village is in need of adult volunteers, if anyone has an interest. 

 

Trustee Karl asked when the pond dredging was going to begin. It should begin within the 

next two weeks. He inquired as to when the Clerk’s Office will be completed. The drawings 

have been revamped. There are two bidders, we are waiting for a third and the work is 

hoping to be done by Thanksgiving. Trustee Karl asked about Orange & Rockland and the 

streetlights. There is a meeting, in the making, to discuss the streetlights and additional 

streetlights for Forge Road and Seals Drive, that Trustee Karl will be invited to. Trustee 

Karl also asked if we had received any feedback on the parking kiosks. There have been 

reports of some folks having difficulty operating the kiosks. The instructions are on the 

kiosk. Trustee Karl has concerns for the Football League practicing in Crane Park. He sees 

lights towers set up in the park, the league was supposed to end practices before dark. 

Mayor Dwyer approved the light towers. Trustee Karl feels that allowing the Football 

League to use Crane Park is setting a precedence for other groups in the area. Why can’t 

Smith’s Clove Park be used? He feels a meeting should be set with Smith’s Clove Park, the 

Village of Monroe, and the Town of Monroe to discuss the use of the fields in the park. 

Resident Avrohom Flohr had a conversation with Trustee Karl about the need of an 

outreach program with the Police Department and the Hasidic community to ensure a safe 

environment for all. Trustee Karl has thanked the Board and the Village employees for 

standing by him. It has been tough for him the last couple of weeks. 

 

ATTORNEY’S REPORT: 

 

Nothing to report. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   # PRESENT 1  TIME: 8:10PM 

 

Valerie Seabre, Monroe Commons, asked where she could legally park overnight starting 

November 1st. She resides at Monroe Commons Senior Housing, which has 35 apartments 

and only 15 parking spaces that have all been assigned to specific tenants with health 

issues. Mayor Dwyer will look into the original site plans with the Planning Board for 

further information on the parking for Monroe Commons. 

 
B.J. Mendelson has submitted public comment through email: 
 
I would like to share the following information provided by the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation concerning the potentially dangerous amounts of hydrogen sulfide 
being released in Airplane Park and at the Millpond: 
 
“DEC encourages New Yorkers to report unfamiliar or unpleasant odors to 1-800-457-7362, a 
toll-free 24-hour hotline. Callers are asked to provide as many details as possible including the 
location, time of day, duration, frequency of the odor, description of the odor, and wind direction 
at the time of smelling the odor. If anyone has a condition that is influenced by exposure to 
unpleasant odors and has any health issues, they should consult their medical provider.” 
 
I would also like to share the following statement and request to the Village Board Members and 
Mayor Neil Dwyer: 



 
“I know that Mayor Dwyer, and Trustee John Karl have attempted, as far back as 2021 (and in 
some cases, even further back) to get the hydrogen sulfide situation in the Village under control. 
Both men should be commended for their efforts, while our other elected officials in the Town, 
specifically Supervisor Tony Cardone and Village of Monroe's assigned Liaison, Dorey Houle, 
have routinely passed the buck on this issue. 
 
In speaking with the DEC in my capacity as a reporter, the DEC stated that they have been in 
touch with Orange County Sewer District 1 about the reports of the hydrogen sulfide smell in the 
Village. But I’ve also been told by Orange County Sewer District 1, and FOIL’ed emails 
presented by Orange County confirm this, that the source of the hydrogen sulfide smell is from 
the Village of South Blooming Grove’s untreated sewage. I have asked the DEC to explain why 
they are only speaking with Orange County and not the Village Officials of South Blooming 
Grove. 
 
Mr. Joel Stern, who is the de facto Mayor of South Blooming Grove, was informed in August of 
2021 by Orange County Legislators Peter Tuohy and Katherine Bonelli about the severity of the 
hydrogen sulfide situation in the Village of Monroe and the Village of South Blooming Grove’s 
contribution to that issue. 
 
In May of 2022, the Village of South Blooming Grove undertook a pilot program with hardware 
provided by ANUE Water Technologies to treat the raw sewage and eliminate, or at the very 
least reduce, the hydrogen sulfide smell encountered by residents of the Village of Monroe. This 
morning, Michael Zwart, Senior Sanitary Engineer at Orange County DPW said, " I do know that 
they [South Blooming Grove] are planning to upgrade the Pump station. For this you need to contact 
South Blooming Grove. I would hope that an Oxygenation system would be included. " (Emphasis 
added.) 

 
For reasons known only to Mr. Joel Stern, who is responsible for all of the decisions made in 
South Blooming Grove, the ANUE hardware was never again utilized after the successful pilot in 
2022.  
 
 
In that time, Mr. Stern has routinely approved, and in many cases allowed for unapproved, 
construction in the Village of South Blooming Grove. His goal is to graft a city on top of 
infrastructure built and zoned for rural suburban development. 
 
Therefore, since August of 2021, Mr. Stern has known about his Village’s contribution to the 
hydrogen sulfide situation in the Village of Monroe, and despite this knowledge, he proceeded to 
act in a dangerous manner that jeopardized the health and safety of the Village of Monroe 
residents. 
 
 
(As an additional example for context: The Town of Blooming Grove Supervisor, Robert 
Jeroloman, and Building Inspector, Jeann Ovensen, have routinely asked the Village of South 
Blooming Grove to provide permits for all of the construction that’s happening within the Village.  
 
 
To this day, no information has been provided by Mr. Stern to the Town of Blooming Grove to 
convey what permits have been granted despite the grave environmental concerns raised by 
residents across all of Southern Orange County. When asked why this is, at the September 
2024 Village of South Blooming Grove Board meeting, Mr. Stern accused the Supervisor of 
trying to commit a felony to explain his lack of action in providing this information. As you might 
have guessed, there is no basis for this accusation and no evidence that such a thing occurred. 
 
For that reason, I am submitting this request that the Village of Monroe take legal action at the 
soonest possible opportunity against the Village of South Blooming Grove, and against Mr. 
Stern directly, for displaying a wanton disregard for the health and safety of the Village of 
Monroe residents, who have been directly impacted by his actions and construction of his new 
city next door. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Karl, and carried, following a 5-

minute recess, the Board convened in Executive Session at 8:30 PM for discussion of 

personnel and Attorney Client. 



 

OPEN SESSION:  

 

On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee Behringer and carried, the Open 

Meeting resumed at 9:40 PM. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee Behringer and carried, no further 

business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:42 PM.   

 

MONTHLY REPORTS: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee Behringer, with all in favor, the 

department monthly reports were accepted and filed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kimberly Zahra 

Village Clerk 

 

AUGUST 2024 VILLAGE CLERK’S REPORT SUBMITTED BY KIMBERLY ZAHRA, 

VILLAGE CLERK: 

 

1. Minutes prepared, processed associated correspondence and Legal Notices completed 

for the August 20th Board of Trustee meeting.   

2. Permits issued:  Handicap Parking: 10 Garage Sale: 3 Solicitor/Peddling: 0                      

Road Opening: 0 Blasting Permit: 0 Liquor License: 0 Towing Permits: 0 

3. Processed 0 Event Applications. 

4. Public Hearings Held: 1 Due Process Hearing: 2 

5. Bi-Weekly payroll worksheets completed and submitted. 

6. Bi-Weekly payroll worksheets for Highway and Water Departments completed and 

submitted. 

7. Collected August water rents. 

8. Required paperwork filed with O.C. Department of Human Resources. 

9. Processed FOIL requests. 

10. Provided Notary Services. 

11. Oversee updates and maintenance, of Village Website and Constant Contact. (23 sent) 

12. Daily retrieval of messages left during the day and after hours. Forwarded messages 

and responded as required. 

13. Vouchers completed as required. Transmittal of money collected completed and bank 

deposits done.  

14. Scan and email pertinent information to Board and Attorney. 

15. Scan documents into DOCUWARE. 

16. Maintain calendar for Mayor Dwyer. 

17. Closed out mailing machine for month 8/30. 

18. Prepared concert contracts for Summer Concert Series and Cheese Festival. 

19. Process Cheese Festival payments. 

20. Lawn Maintenance – Property Maintenance Violation processing. 

21. Collected June Village tax bills. 

 

AUGUST 2024 JUSTICE COURT REPORT: 

 

Total Fines:  $50,368.00 Total Surcharges:  $11,048.00 Total Parking:  $2,920.00  

Total Civil Fees:  $3,420.00   Bail Poundage Collected:  $00.00  

Total Bail Forfeited:  $00.00 

Total for August:  $67,756.00 



 

Vehicle & Traffic Tickets: 291 Disposed: 335 

Criminal Cases: 44 Disposed: 48 Civil Cases: 3 Disposed: 1 

Paid Parking Tickets: 51 Dismissed Traffic Tickets: 33 

 

AUGUST 2024 POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT SUBMITTED BY DARWIN 

GUZMAN, CHIEF: 

 

CALLS FOR SERVICE 

TOTAL CALLS – 1,989 

CASES/CRIMINAL OFFENSE – 181  

ARRESTS – 66 

 

TRAFFIC REPORT 

TRAFFIC TICKETS – 344 

PARKING TICKETS – 118 

GAS – $ N/A  

MVA’S – 34  

 

TRAINING  

K9 – P.O. BERKE 

NASRO- P.O. MAHONEY 

FBI SSTF- DET. PAYTON 

BREACHING SCHOOL – P.O. BEACH 

 

AUGUST 2024 FILTRATION PLANT REPORT SUBMITTED BY ERNEST MABEE, 

CHIEF OPERATOR: 

 

Production:  Lake Mombasha:     32,646,704  33,698,769 Gallons LY 2023 

            Well #4:                      4,829,092    4,960,669 Gallons LY 2023 

 

Consumption:     37,475,796 Gallons / 38,659,438 Gallons LY 2023 

Water Samples / Testing:  Passed 

Rainfall:  6.23” 

Reservoir:  -10 

 

Miscellaneous: 

Mark Outs 

2 Reservoir Inspections 

Final Water Reads 

Daily Equipment Maintenance at Plant and Well 

Weekly and Monthly Water Testing to Lab, All Results Good 

Updated Diamond Maps 

Solitude here to Treat Lake with Copper Sulfate 

Remove & Replaced Gate Valve in Front of Stop & Shop 

Did a Hydrant Flow Test on Orange Turnpike 

Cleaned Venturi on Filter #4 

 

AUGUST 2024 DPW SUBMITTED BY ALDO CHIAPPETTA, WORKING LEADER: 

 
Repaired basins along Village roads 

Swept Village streets 

Mowed Park weekly 

Replaced and repaired signs 

Mowed out skirts area around Village 

Swept bike path 

Maintained Village equipment  



Checked and cleaned basins  

Picked garbage throughout Crane Park 

Maintained Lake View property  

Worked on MS4 report 

Watering of flowers and plants 

Set up for concerts  

Wee doo ponds  

Road mowed 

Cleaned, patched and crack sealed all roads being done for tar and chip 

Painted stop bars 

Mowed Reynolds retention pond 

Assisted Woodbury DPW 

Removed weeds from gate house throughout the month 

Weeded flower beds 

Mowed stream along bus garage  

Tar and chipped some Village of roads 

Worked on removing parking meters and patch work 

 

AUGUST 2024 BUILDING DEPARTMENT SUBMITTED BY BUILDING 

DEPARTMENT JIM COCKS, BUILDING INSPECTOR: 

 

Building Permits Issued:        23 

Rental Inspections Completed:       22 

Title Searches Completed:        14 

Violations Issued:                                                     65 

Building Permit Inspections Performed:      74 

C.O’s Issued:                    12 

Complaint Inspections:        58 

Fire Inspections:           2 

 

Open, active building permits:                 468    

FOIL Requests:            4 

 

Building Permit Fees:            $     2,633.00 

Rental Permit Fees:         1,275.00 

Fire Inspection Fees:                       100.00 

Title Search Fees:                    2,100.00 

Total Collected Fees:          $      6,108.50 

      

Monthly Assessor’s Report  

Daily cash deposits to Clerk 

Bi Monthly mailing for expired permits 

 

AUGUST 2024 TREASURER’S REPORT SUBMITTED BY ANTHONY FELIZ: 

 

Treasurer's Report   
 Village of Monroe   

August 2024  



 SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY (REVENUES)    

   
 Int Penalty Real Property Taxes                                                     5,478   
 Util Gross Receipts Tax                                                    28,419   
 Int Penalty Water Rents  $8,802  
 Metered Water Sales                                                  551,061   

      

   
 SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY (EXPENDITURES)    

   
 Law Contractual Other  $14,664  
 VH Contractual   $23,224  
 VH Renovations  $16,962  
 Unallocated Insurance   $13,800  
 PD Grant Expense   $10,029  
 PD Insurance   $18,000  
 PD Contractual  $8,011  
 PD Auto Maint.  $15,120  
 On Street Parking Equipment  $76,636  
 Street Maint. Oiling  $6,483  
 Street Maint Insurance  $12,000  
 Street Maint Equipment Maint  $7,688  
 Street Lighting Street  $10,124  
 Parks Crane Park Improvement  $6,425  
 Celebrations General Exp  $8,571  
 Planning Board Engineer Contractual  $14,284  
 Purification Chemicals  $10,663  
 Purification Equipment Maint  $10,728  
 Purification Waste Removal                                                    22,366   
 Distribution Insurance  $13,200  
 Distribution Contractual                                                    61,273   

   

   

   
 Health Insurance - General Fund                                                  171,504   
                           - Water Fund                                                    18,103   

                                                 189,608   

   
 Workers Comp. - General Fund                                                  117,671   
                           - Water Fund                                                    19,581   

                                                 137,252   

   
 Liability Insurance - General Fund                                                    41,426   
                           - Water Fund                                                    11,643   

                                                   53,068   

   

   
 STATUS OF FY2024 CONTINGENCY ACCOUNTS           CURRENT BALANCE   
 General Fund Appropriation  -budgeted   $200,000                                                  200,000   
 Water Fund Appropriation  -budgeted      $51,500                                                    51,500   

   

   

   
 COMMENTS:    
We have completed 3 months of the fiscal year and expenses should be at 25%.  The expenses are at 20.7% for the General 

Fund and 14.4% for the Water Fund inclusive of budget adjustments to be approved by the board.   

 

 
 Respectfully submitted,  

  

 

 Anthony Feliz    
 

 Treasurer    

 

 

 


