
VILLAGE OF MONROE 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

MEETING 
DECEMBER 8, 2020 

 MINUTES 
  
  
PRESENT:    Acting Chairman Zuckerman, Member Margotta, Member Gilstrap and Member 

Czerwinski; and Kelly Naughton, Esq. 
  
ABSENT:      Chairman Baum and Building Inspector Cocks 
 
Acting Chairman Zuckerman called the meeting to order at 8:07pm with the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the flag.  
 
 
1. Resignation of Richard McCarthy 
 

Acting Chairman Zuckerman read a statement into the record: 
 

After almost 30 years Member Dick McCarthy resigned from the ZBA due to ill 
health.  Despite a number of serious ailments, he was able to juggle three 
positions in the Village of Monroe that he served with distinction:  ZBA Member, 
Deacon and invisible member of the Planning Board.  It is ironic that he will be 
replaced by the only other person who is currently serving two boards at the same 
time, in the Town and the Village of Monroe:  Jason Czerwinski.  Dick is the 
epitome of a class act and the Board will miss him.   

 
Secretary Doherty added that Mr. McCarthy joined the Board on September 2, 1986.  He did 
a great job.  He was always pleasant and always prepared.   

 
Acting Chairman Zuckerman summed up by describing Mr. McCarthy as a true gentleman.  
The Board members and Attorney Naughton fully concurred. 
 
 

2. Appointment of Board Member Jason Czerwinksi 
 

Acting Chairman Zuckerman welcomed Jason Czerwinksi as the newest member of the 
Zoning Board of Appeals.  Acting Chairman Zuckerman said that it was great that they 
made Mr. Czerwinksi a regular member and he expressed confidence that Mr. Czerwinksi 
will be an excellent addition to this Board.  Secretary Doherty added that Mr. Czerwinski 
had joined the Board as an Alternate Member, a position that usually requires a less 
demanding commitment than being a full Board member; however, right from the start, due 
to the pandemic and Mr. McCarthy’s ill health, Jason has served in the capacity of a full 
Board Member and he has done an outstanding job.  The Board would have had a tough 
time without him these past seven months.   
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3.      APPLICATION:  Mark Shahid – Interpretation/Area Variance – 231-2-57 

Present:  None 

The application of Mark Shahid, for an area variance from the requirements of Section 200-
26:  Accessory structures are permitted in the rear yard only.  A proposed accessory 
structure will be located in the side yard.    

The property, which is the subject of said action by the Board, is located in an SR-20 
Zoning District and is identified as Section 231-2-57 on the tax map of the Village of 
Monroe and is also known as the address 3 Gleneagles Court. 

 
This is a continuation of the public hearing on November 10, 2020.   
 
Prior to the start of today’s hearing Mr. Shahid was advised that only four Board members 
would be in attendance. In order for an area variance to be granted there must be three 
“Yes” votes.  If two Board members vote “No” and the other three vote “Yes” the variance 
will be granted.  But if only four Board members are in attendance and two vote “No” the 
variance will, by law, be denied.  Mr. Shahid had the option to adjourn his hearing to 
January 12, 2021 when there may, or may not, be five Board members in attendance.  Mr. 
Shahid chose to adjourn his hearing.  
 

 
4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

On a motion made by Member Margotta and seconded by Member Czerwinski, it was:  
Resolved to adopt the minutes from the meeting on November 10, 2020.  

Ayes – 4 
Nays – 0 
Absent/Abstaining – Chairman Baum (Absent)  
 

 
5. APPROVAL OF DECISIONS 
 

a. On a motion made by Member Margotta and seconded by Member Gilstrap, it was:  
Resolved to approve as written the decision for Mark Shahid to approve the 
interpretation of the Building Inspector. 

 
Ayes – 4 
Nays – 0 
Absent/Abstaining – Chairman Baum (Absent) 
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5. APPROVAL OF DECISIONS (continued) 

 
b. On a motion made by Member Margotta and seconded by Member Gilstrap, it was:  

Resolved to approve, with a modification to the roll call, the decision for Kim and 
Mike Zahra. 

 
Ayes – 4 
Nays – 0 
Absent/Abstaining – Chairman Baum (Absent) 

 
c. On a motion made by Member Margotta and seconded by Member Czerwinski, it was:  

Resolved to approve, with minor changes, the decision for John D’Onofrio. 
 
Ayes – 4 
Nays – 0 
Absent/Abstaining – Chairman Baum (Absent) 
 

 
6.  OLD BUSINESS:  Change in Start Time 
 
 Member Margotta and Member Czerwinski preferred to keep the start time as 8pm.  

Member Gilstrap expressed support for leaving the start time as it is.   
 
 This matter was tabled to January 12, 2021. 
 
 
7. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a. ZBA Applications  
Secretary Doherty noted the receipt of an application for a Use Variance from Shahla 
Gorovoy.  An application for an area variance was also received from Joel Mann.  

 
b. ZBA Class 

Acting Chairman Zuckerman, Member Margotta and Secretary Doherty will be taking a 
webinar offered by the New York State Department of State on Tuesday, January 12, 
2021 from 5pm to 7pm titled, “Zoning Board of Appeals Overview.”  There is no charge 
for this class.   
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8. ADJOURNMENT 
  

On a motion made by Member Margotta and seconded by Member Gilstrap, it was:  
Resolved to adjourn the public hearing at 8:31pm. 
 
Ayes – 4 
Nays – 0 
Absent/Abstaining – Chairman Baum (Absent) 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Elizabeth Doherty 
ZBA Secretary 

 


