
VILLAGE OF MONROE 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

MEETING 
MAY 12, 2015 

MINUTES 

 
 
PRESENT: Chairman Baum and Members, McCarthy, Proulx, Vitarelli; Assistant Building 

Inspector Jim Cocks and Alternate Member Zuckerman 
 
ABSENT: Member Margotta 
 
Chairman Baum called the meeting to order at 8:02 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
flag.    Chairman Baum noted for the record that Alternate Member Howard Zuckerman was 
sitting in for Member Margotta who was absent.   
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES FROM DECEMBER 9, 2014 MEETING 
 
On a motion made by Member Vitarelli and seconded by Member McCarthy, it was 
unanimously:  Resolved that the minutes be adopted. 
 
Ayes – 4 
Nays – 0 
Absent – Margotta 
Abstaining – Member Zuckerman  
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Chairman Baum discussed two recent challenges to ZBA decisions.  The first 
was the Havell Decision (Goddard Development Partners IV, LLC, hearing date August 14, 2012) 
in which a proceeding pursuant to CPLR article 78 was filed by the applicant.  The Supreme 
Court reversed the Zoning Board’s decision and the ZBA appealed the Supreme Court’s 
determination.  Chairman Baum announced that the Appellate Division upheld the ZBA’s 
decision.  Chairman Baum said that the Board articulated its logic and reasoning in its 
determination and there was a good record in support of it.  Assistant Building Inspector Cocks 
noted that the applicant will be required to reimburse the Village for court costs incurred 
relating to their challenge.   
 
The other matter was Awesome Estates (hearing date April 8, 2014) whose application was also 
denied by the Board.  Chairman Baum said that in this case the Supreme Court upheld the 
Board’s determination and again the Board articulated its reasons well and related them to the 
applicable standards.  The Supreme Court found that the Boards action was reasonable and not 
arbitrary or capricious.  The applicant has since filed an appeal.   
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NEW BUSINESS:  Chairman Baum welcomed the Zoning Board attorney, Kelly M. Naughton, 
Esq., of the firm Burke, Miele & Golden, LLP.   
 
Secretary Doherty mentioned the annual meeting of All Orange County Chairs to be held on 
Thursday, May 14th.  As Chairman Baum cannot attend Member and Deputy Chair Frank 
Vitarelli will go in his place. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

 

On a motion by Member Vitarelli, seconded by Member Proulx, with all in favor, there being no 
further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:12 pm. 

 

Ayes – 5 
Nays – 0 
Absent – Member Margotta 
Abstaining – None 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
Elizabeth Doherty 
ZBA Secretary 
  

 


