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VILLAGE OF MONROE 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

MEETING 
May 14, 2013 

MINUTES 

 
PRESENT: Members Margotta, McCarthy, Proulx and Vitarelli; Attorney Reinecke 

and Assistant Building Inspector Jim Cocks 
 
ABSENT: Chairman Baum 

 
Member Vitarelli filled in as acting chairman in the absence of Chairman Baum.  He 
opened the meeting at 8:05 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.   
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
 

1. Courtenay – Area Variance – (207-3-3) 
None Present 

Chairman Vitarelli stated that the applicant requested a postponement until the next 
ZBA meeting on June 11, 2013 due to personal reasons.   

2. Vargas – Area Variance – (213-1-17.21) 
Present:  Ralph Benitez, Spokesman for the Applicant 

Chairman Vitarelli read the public hearing notice and verified that the mailings had been 
sent.   

Mr. Benitez spoke on behalf of the applicant.  He explained that due to the shape of the 
property it was difficult to have a pool that would fit within the required setbacks.  
Having an oval pool instead of a round pool would not make any difference.  They could 
only be in compliance if they had a smaller pool but they would not be happy with that.   

Chairman Vitarelli read the entire response from the Orange County Department of 
Planning which states in part, “[W]e recommend that the applicant include a description 
of any existing or proposed screening features that will be utilized to ensure separation 
between the proposed swimming pool and the adjacent length of the future Heritage 
Trail” which runs along the applicant’s rear property line.   The applicant responded that 
there is a 6’ fence along the rear property line that shields it from the Heritage Trail.  
The majority of the board concluded that the fence would provide sufficient screening. 
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Chairman Vitarelli opened the discussion to the public; no comment was received.  On a 
motion by Member Margotta and seconded by Member McCarthy, it was unanimously:  
Resolved that the Public Comment portion of the meeting be closed.   

Member Proulx asked what size the pool is.  The applicant responded that it is 18’ in 
diameter.   

On a motion by Member Proulx and seconded by Member McCarthy, it was 
unanimously:  Resolved that given the shape of the lot and the small size of the back 
yard, and given that there is sufficient screening between the Heritage Trail and the 
rear property line, the area variance for a 13’ rear property line setback and 14’ house 
setback be approved.   
 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
On a motion made by Member McCarthy and seconded by Member Margotta, it was 
unanimously:  Resolved that the Minutes of the April 9, 2013 meeting be approved. 
 
CHANGE IN ZBA APPLICATION:  OWNER’S CONSENT FORM 
 
The Board agreed to table discussion of the ZBA application to next month. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
On a motion by Member Margotta, seconded by Member Proulx, with all in favor, there 
being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Elizabeth A. Doherty 
ZBA Secretary 


