
VILLAGE OF MONROE PLANNING BOARD 
WORKSHOP MEETING 
DECEMBER 11, 2019 

MINUTES 
 
 
 
PRESENT: Chairman Parise, Members Cocks, DeAngelis, Boucher, Allen, Engineer 

O’Rourke, Attorney Reineke, Building Inspector Cocks 
 
ABSENT: Member Karlich 
 
Chairman Parise opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance to the  
flag.  An announcement was made regarding the location of fire exits. 
  
1. 208 Business Center – Site Plan – (201-3-3; 201-3-4; 201-3-7) 
 Present:  Kirk Rother, PE 
 
Chairman Parise noted that Engineer Lindsay was not present, but reviewed the 
documents submitted by the applicant.  Engineer Lindsay made some comments on the 
EAF.  Engineer Rother submitted a revised EAF addressing Engineer Lindsay’s 
comments.  Chairman Parise stated the revised EAF would be sent to Engineer Lindsay 
for his review for Monday.  Engineer Rother added that application was made to the 
ZBA for the setback issues; and a meeting has been scheduled with DOT. 
 
2. American Continental Properties – Conditional Use Renewal - (222-2-5.1) 
 Present:  Larry Torro, PE, Civil Tech Engineering 
 
Building Inspector Cocks noted two outstanding issues.  One is the loading dock at the 
rear of the building; the other is the appearance of an additional dumpster.  Engineer 
Torro stated the owner wants to keep the loading dock as there is a storage area at the 
rear and occasionally a truck will deliver to the site.  In addition the sewer main and 
water main runs underneath the loading dock.  The applicant proposes to enclose the 
loading dock with some chain link fencing with a gate and a lock.  Member DeAngelis 
felt it was a hazard.  Building Inspector Cocks said the only hazard is the fact that it is 
open and someone could fall or drive in, but with a fence it would take care of the 
hazard.  Engineer O’Rourke added that in the past the rear of the property was not 
used, but with the new configuration of the buildings the rear is being used more 
frequently.  Member Allen suggested adding lane markings on the roadway in the rear 
of the buildings.  The other issue was the appearance of an additional dumpster near 
Planet Fitness and Auto Zone.  Engineer Torro stated the owner is working on 
determining who ordered the dumpster, and if the dumpster is to remain, they will build 
another enclosure.  Building Inspector Cocks stated that the fence around the loading 
dock and the additional dumpster enclosure could be handled as a field change.  
Chairman Parise commented that the exit at the rear of Star Liquors is being utilized 
more, and the pavement is in need of repair, and a catch basin is sinking and should be 



repaired.  Member DeAngelis remembered seeing dead shrubs but can’t comment now 
because it is winter.  Engineer O’Rourke stated that escrow money is being held for the 
landscaping warranty which would address any landscaping issues in the 
spring/summer.  Discussion was held on how long to grant the special use permit.  
Member DeAngelis wants to be able to review the landscaping in May.  Member Cocks 
and Chairman Parise stated historically there has not been any issue with this shopping 
center.  Building Inspector Cocks added that an inspection could be done in Spring and 
he could report back to the board regarding the landscaping. Attorney Reineke stated 
that if board granted the approval and then found that the applicant is not in compliance, 
then a letter could be sent requiring they return to the planning board.  The board was in 
favor of this solution.  Chairman Parise confirmed with the Board that they were 
satisfied with everything discussed and if they had anything else to discuss to do so 
now before moving on to Monday night. 
 
3. Cumberland Farms – Site Plan – (215-1-13) 
 Present:  Maria Ceccacci, Catapano Engineering 
 
Building Inspector Cocks stated there are no issues with this property.  Member 
Boucher, Chairman Parise and Member Cocks all commented on how nice the site 
looked and that it was a big improvement to the corner.  Ms. Ceccacci is also requesting 
the return of the landscaping bond as it has been over 1 year.  Member DeAngelis felt 
the landscaping needs to be looked at because she is sure the plants are dead.  The 
board discussed a 1 year renewal and stated they will review the plantings in May to 
make sure everything is fine.  A letter will go out if there is an issue with the 
landscaping.  Chairman Parise confirmed the board had no other issues to discuss and 
were ready to move forward Monday night. 
 
4. Monroe Pharmacy – Amended Site Plan – (220-5-16.31) 
 Present:  David Niemotko, Architect; Hari Godhwani, Owner 
 
Chairman Parise summarized that the Board had issue with the dumpster being located 
in the wrong place; the handicapped signs not being on posts; and the junk cars were to 
be removed.  A new site plan shows the new dumpster location and the signs on poles, 
however the junk cars are still in the lot.  Mr. Godhwani stated all cars have plates.  
Building Inspector Cocks stated that someone put random plates on the cars as there 
are cars with NY registration but plates from various states such as NJ, Michigan and 
Washington.  The cars have not moved.  Building Inspector Cocks visited the site today 
at 9am.  Mr. Godhwani is attempting to evict the taxi company and contacted Attorney 
Reineke’s partner Justin Kimple.  Discussion was held regarding a conflict and Mr. 
Godhwani will have to find a different attorney to handle the eviction.  Member Boucher 
asked why, as the owner of the property, Mr. Godhwani couldn’t have the junk cars 
towed.  Attorney Reineke stated if the board requires no junk vehicles, no overnight 
parking, then the cars need to go and it is the responsibility of the property owner to 
have them removed.  A sign should be installed at the rear of the property stating no 
overnight parking; cars left overnight will be towed at owner’s expense.  Engineer 
O’Rourke added that there is no overnight use approval for this property.  Engineer 



O’Rourke reviewed the amended site plan submitted and confirmed that the fence is on 
the plan; the handicapped parking signs are on posts and the dumpster is in the new 
location, approximately 5 ft from where originally approved.  Engineer O’Rourke has no 
further engineering comments.  Chairman Parise commented on the variations from the 
site plan and was discouraged that the planning board spends time reviewing and 
approving plans and then applicants install things different.  The board is made up of 
volunteers who spend the time to review and work with the applicants and it is 
discouraging when applicants don’t follow the approved plans.  Discussion was held 
regarding conditions to be put on the approval of the amended site plan, such as the 
Chairman will not be authorized to sign the plans until the junk cars are removed; signs 
saying no overnight parking permitted, cars will be towed at owner’s expense to be 
placed in the rear parking lot, 2 on the building and 2 on poles at the rear property line; 
and that all should be completed within 90 days and the applicant should report to the 
planning board at the April workshop.  Chairman Parise confirmed the board was 
satisfied and had no further questions or issues before moving on. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
On a motion made by Member Boucher and seconded by Member Allen it was 
unanimously Resolved that there being no further business, the Meeting be 
adjourned.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 


