
VILLAGE OF MONROE PLANNING BOARD 
REGULAR MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2014 
MINUTES 

 
 
 
PRESENT: Chairman Parise, Members Cocks, Convers, Karlich, DeAngelis, 

 Attorney Levinson, Building Inspector Cocks 
 
ABSENT: Members Syrianos and Graziano 
 
 
Chairman Parise opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
flag.  An announcement was made regarding the location of fire exits.  Chairman Parise 
noted that Emily Convers is taking Member Syrianos place for this meeting. 
 
 
 
1. Shop Rite Plaza – Conditional Use Renewal – (203-2-5) 
 Present: Ronald Kossar, Esq. 
 
Chairman Parise referred to the draft Conditional Use Permit prepared for the Shop Rite 
Plaza and read through each section for discussion with the applicant and the Board. 
 
1. Planting Plan: 

a. Clean out all dead plants and stumps by 12/1/14 
b. All new plantings per approved planting plan dated July 2014, and any 

replacement plantings per the perpetuity clause in the original approved 
site plan, must be completed by 5/1/15.   

c. Upon planting completion, all beds lacking sufficient soil must be 
restocked with soil, with screening barrier installed to prevent weeds, and 
topped with mulch.  All beds are to be filled to the curb line. 

 d.  Perennials are to be planted in the bed adjacent to the Shop Rite store. 
 
Member DeAngelis questioned where the dates came from and stated she was caught 
off guard as she had not reviewed this document and did not like the dates.  Chairman 
Parise informed Member DeAngelis that the draft permit was on the cloud for her review 
prior to the meeting and asked what dates she felt were better.  Member DeAngelis had 
no response and stated she had not read any of the paperwork and was not prepared.  
The rest of the Board had no issue with the Planting Plan.  Member DeAngelis was 
concerned if the plants were planted at the wrong time they would die.  Chairman Parise 
stated that the plants have to be maintained in perpetuity so if any die they will have to 
be replaced.  Building Inspector Cocks added that with the dates set forth in the 
Conditional Use Permit he now has something to use for enforcement if there are any 
problems.  Chairman Parise stated that the intent is to give the applicant guidelines and 



that giving them until 5/1/2015 is more than adequate time for them to make any 
arrangements, adjust their budget and contracts with their landscaper and complete the 
work.  Attorney Kossar felt the dates are very reasonable and accepts the timeline.  
Chairman Parise read the snow removal section: 
 
2. Snow Removal: 

a. Snow is to be removed from the parking area in a timely manner.  5 inches 
or less accumulation must be removed within 24 hours of the end of 
snowfall.  5 inches or more accumulation must be removed within 72 
hours of the end of snowfall. 

b. Snow is to be completely removed from the parking area.  No snow is 
permitted to be piled in any parking spaces.  No snow piles are permitted 
in the parking area.  Snow shall not block sight distances in the parking 
lot. 

 
Chairman Parise asked if any members of the Board or the applicant had any issues 
with the snow removal section.  Everyone was in agreement with these terms. 
 
Chairman Parise read Section 3. 
 
3. Conditional Use Permits - All conditional use permits currently existing for 

individual tenants will be consolidated into this Conditional Use Permit. 
 
Everyone was in agreement with this section. 
 
Chairman Parise read Section 4. 
 
4. Prior to the renewal of the Post Office lease the owner of the property, or its 

agent, shall return to the Planning Board to review the parking situation regarding 
where Post Office employees shall park.  The owner’s legal representative has 
indicated that any post office lease to be renewed shall provide for designated 
areas for postal employee parking as delineated by the Planning Board. 

 
Everyone was in agreement with this section.  Attorney Kossar stated that these 
conditions are very reasonable and on behalf of the applicant accepts the conditions 
outlined in the Conditional Use Permit. 
 
On a Motion made by Member Cocks and seconded by Member Karlich, it was 
unanimously Resolved, that the Conditional Use Permit for Shop Rite Plaza is 
issued for a period of one year or until the first meeting of October 2015.  The 
applicant must reappear before the Planning Board prior to October 2015 for 
review and renewal. 
 
  



2. Colonial Plaza – Site Plan – (223-1-2.2) 
 Present:  Marc Siemers, Pietrzak & Pfau 
 
Chairman Parise informed the Board that there is a stop work order on the property due 
to cutting trees without a work permit, no bond being posted and no signed site plans.  
Engineer Siemers acknowledged this and stated this was the reason for the extension 
of site plan approval.  The property owner was anticipating a 10-20% restoration bond, 
not a 100% bond for improvements, therefore did not have the funding in order prior to 
the 3/31 cutoff date for clearing trees.  The tree clearing restriction is lifted as of 
November 1st and he is working to have the money in place to be able to begin work in 
November.  Chairman Parise reminded Engineer Siemers that the applicant must first 
post his bond, then the site plans need to be signed, and then he must apply for a 
building permit before any work can be done on the site, including clearing trees.  
Member Cocks commented that he was surprised the applicant did not know to come to 
the Building Department before clearing the property.  Chairman Parise explained that 
they did go to the Building Department, and was misinformed by the other Building 
Inspector, which brought on the stop work order. 
 
On a Motion made by Member Cocks and seconded by Member Karlich it was 
unanimously Resolved that Site Plan approval for Colonial Plaza be extended for a 
period of 6 months or until the first meeting in March 2015; subject to all 
conditions and notes on the site plan last dated 3/13/14 and subject to review and 
acceptance of the drainage easement by the Village Board; and all fees, bonding 
and administrative actions are paid; and that the Conditional Use Permit for 
Colonial Plaza is valid for a period of one year from the date the Certificate of 
Occupancy is issued at which time the applicant must reappear before the 
Planning Board for review.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
On a motion made by Member Karlich and seconded by Member Cocks, it was 
Resolved that the Minutes of the August 13, 2014 meeting be approved. 
 
On a motion made by Member Cocks and seconded by Member Karlich, it was 
Resolved that the Minutes of the August 18, 2014 meeting be approved. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
On a motion made by Member Karlich and seconded by Member Cocks it was 
unanimously Resolved that there being no further business, the Meeting be 
adjourned.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m.  
  
 
 
 
 


