
VILLAGE OF MONROE PLANNING BOARD 
WORKSHOP MEETING 
DECEMBER 14, 2011 

MINUTES 
 
 
 
PRESENT: Chairman Parise, Members Syrianos, DeAngelis, Niemotko 

Engineer O’Rourke, Attorney Reineke 
    
ABSENT: Member Cocks  
 
Chairman Parise opened the meeting at 8:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
flag.  An announcement was made regarding the location of fire exits.   
 
1. K&M Newspapers – Conditional Use Renewal – (201-3-1.11) 
 Present:  Michael Bluestein, Esq. 
 
Attorney Bluestein stated he was the Attorney for Ali Press the owner of the property 
who leases to K&M Newspapers.  In 1998 a Conditional Use Permit was issued to K&M 
Newspapers and the applicant is now returning for a renewal.  A site plan was approved 
on the site last year for the YMCA.  Chairman Parise questioned if a conditional use 
permit needed to be continued for this applicant.  Attorney Reineke stated that a 
renewal of the conditional use permit could be set up in a way that if any conditions 
specified by the Board are not met the Building Inspector can send the applicant back to 
the Planning Board.  Chairman Parise stated there was no comment from Building 
Inspector Wilkins so it is assumed there are not any problems.   
 
2. Sacred Heart Church –Amended Site Plan/Informal Discussion – (222-2-4) 
 Present: A.J. Coppola, Architect 
 
Chairman Parise stated the amended site plan has already been approved for the 
addition to the school and now the applicant is proposing constructing a pole barn on 
the property.  Architect Coppola stated the applicant is proposing a new two story barn 
diagonally across from the existing rectory and on the existing parking lot.  The structure 
is two story, 36’ x 56’ and 26’-28’ high.  The structure will be used for storage.  
Approximately 9 parking spaces will be lost.  Member DeAngelis questioned if the barn 
could be placed someplace else on the property and did the Church have enough 
parking to lose 9 spaces.  Engineer O’Rourke felt the site had adequate parking and 
there is already a lot of blacktop on the site.  Chairman Parise commented on the 
proximity to the property line and how the neighbors would feel looking at the barn.  
Chairman Parise requested pictures and details of the materials for the barn, as well as 
what specifically will be stored in the barn.  Engineer O’Rourke stated another amended 
site plan will have to be submitted since SEQR was completed for the previous 
amended site plan.  Member Syrianos questioned why the barn was being proposed in 



that specific location and commented it might flow better if it was on the other side of the 
parking lot where there is more space and would not have neighbors nearby. 
 
3. Liberty Collision Group, Inc. – Amended Site Plan – (217-2-5.2) 
 Present:  Michael Sandor, MJS Engineering; Kelly Edwards, Liberty Collision 
 
Engineer O’Rourke discussed his comments.  Engineer O’Rourke stated the use was 
permitted and there was discussion concerning if the current conditional use is still valid 
since the site has been vacant for over a year.  As for the plans, handicap parking stalls 
need to be striped/signed; dumpster enclosure should be updated to indicate split face 
block and wooden gate as required by Village code; existing landscaping and lighting 
should be reviewed as well as consideration of possible modifications to the proposed 
fencing, and a lighting plan and landscaping plan should be provided; concern of traffic 
backups onto 17M due to the proposed gate should be discussed; confirmation that the 
existing septic system is adequate to handle the proposed volume; number of 
employees and number of expected visitors should be noted on the plan as well as 
employee parking; the proposed bollards should be discussed by the Board;  
certification of existing facilities should be provided by the applicant’s engineer, 
specifically water and storm water management facilities; the parking area should be re-
blacktopped; the area west of the access road is in need of repair; and updated storm 
drainage from the site should be discussed.  Engineer Sandor stated the applicant plans 
on providing slats or some other privacy method with regard to the fencing.  The 
bollards proposed is for security purposes to prevent cars from leaving illegally.  The 
bollards will be surrounded by landscaping. The area between the entrance at Route 
17M and the gate has been adjusted to accommodate a large car carrier so there will be 
no backup onto 17M while the sliding gate opens.  The gates will be left open during 
regular business hours.  Engineer Sandor stated there will be approximately 20-30 
employees working 5-6 days per week from 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  Auctions will be held 
twice a month usually on Wednesdays and Saturdays.  Attorney Reineke asked if more 
employees will be required during auction days.  Engineer Sandor replied no change in 
employees and there is adequate customer and employee parking.  Engineer O’Rourke 
reminded Engineer Sandor to note all of this information on the plan.  Member Niemotko 
questioned the length of the 6ft high proposed fence along 17M and requested a cross 
section of elevation so the Planning Board can have a visual of what is being proposed.  
Engineer O’Rourke stated that due to the lay of the land the elevation of 17M will allow 
you to look directly over the fence from the road.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
On a motion made by Member DeAngelis and seconded by Member Syrianos it was 
unanimously Resolved that there being no further business, the Meeting be 
adjourned.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m.  
 


