
 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2021 

(www.villageofmonroe.org) 
 

The first of the bi-monthly meetings of the Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, December 7, 2021 at 
7:00 PM in the Boardroom of the Village Hall, 7 Stage Road, Monroe, New York.  Mayor Neil S. Dwyer 
called the meeting to order and led in the pledge to the flag.  Emergency exits were announced. 

 
Present:  Mayor Dwyer; Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl 
Also present: Village Clerk Baxter, Deputy Clerk Zahra, Attorney Terhune and Police Chief Guzman 
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE – ATTACK ON PEARL HARBOR: 
 
Mayor Dwyer called for a moment of silence in recognition of the 80th Anniversary of the attacks on Pearl 
Harbor. 
 
MINUTE APPROVAL:  OCTOBER 5th 2021 BOARD MEETING: 
 
On a motion by Trustee Behringer seconded by Trustee Karl, the Minutes of the October 5th 2021 Board 
Meeting were approved.   
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl    
Nays: None 
 
MINUTE APPROVAL:  OCTOBER 19th 2021 BOARD MEETING: 
 
On a motion by Trustee Houle seconded by Trustee Behringer, the Minutes of the October 19th 2021 
Board Meeting were approved.   
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl    
Nays: None 
 
POLICE PROMOTION – JAMES C. GAYLER, SERGEANT: 
 
On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Houle, it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepted the recommendation of Police Chief Guzman and approved 
the appointment of Police Officer James C. Gayler to the position of Sergeant effective December 9, 2021 
at the “starting Sergeant salary” of $109,702.00.  All requirements have been fulfilled in accordance with 
the Orange County Department of Human Resources Certification of Eligibles for Exam #782971, Police 
Sergeant. 
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl 
Nays: None 
 
Chief Guzman presented Sergeant Gayler with his new badge. 
 
APPOINTMENT – CHRISTPOHER BREEN, PART TIME INTERN / CLERK’s DEPARTMENT: 
 
On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Behringer, it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the request of Village Clerk Baxter and appointed 
Christopher Breen, 27 Seals Drive Monroe, to the position of part time.  Mr. Breen will be returning to 
the Village of Monroe to continue working on the electronic archival project utilizing the Docuware 
software application purchased earlier this year.  Mr. Breen’s internship will commence on the start of 
his winter break, which will begin on December 20, 2021 and run for 4 weeks, ending on January 14, 
2022, at an hourly rate of $15.00/hour, 20 hours per week.  
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl 
Nays: None 
 
STOP DWI HIGH VISIBILITY ENGAGEMENT CAMPAIGN: 
 
Due to a typographical error made by the Village Clerk’s Office, the previously adopted grant awarded 
to the Monroe Police Department could not be accepted by the STOP DWI Safety Program, and Police 



 
 

Chief Guzman requested an amendment to the resolution and correction to the minutes.  The corrected 
resolution is as follows:  
 
On a motion by Trustee Behringer seconded by Trustee Alley, it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepted the grant award, NYS STOP DWI HIGH VISIBILTY 
ENGAGEMENT CAMPAIGN.  The grant and municipal agreement cover the period of October 1, 2021 
through September 30, 2022 in a sum not to exceed $3,795.00.  It is further; 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved an agreement with the County of Orange that authorizes 
the Monroe Police Department to participate in the STOP-DWI High Visibility Engagement Campaign 
service period for enforcement details to support the following enforcement campaign periods for 
2021/2022: 
 
Thanksgiving: November 24, 2021 through and including November 28, 2021 
Holiday Season (National): December 17, 2021 through and including January 1, 2022 
Super Bowl: February 11, 2022 through and including February 14, 2022 
St. Patrick’s Day: March 16, 2022 through and including March 20, 2022 
Memorial Day Holiday Weekend: May 27, 2022 through and including May 31, 2022 
July Fourth: July 1, 2022 through and including July 5, 2022 
Labor Day (National): August 19, 2022 through and including September 5, 2022 
 
Each campaign coincides with New York State and national enforcement campaign efforts.  It is further: 
 
RESOLVED, Mayor Dwyer is authorized to sign the Inter-Municipal Agreement as required. 
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl 
Nays: None 
 
REQUEST FOR EXEMPTION – TOWN HIGHWAY 3 & 4: 
 
On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Alley, it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees, by signed petition, requested the Town Board of the Town of 
Monroe exempt residents of the Village of Monroe of taxes for items 3 & 4 of the Town of Monroe 2022 
Highway Budget as authorized by Section 277 of the Town Highway Law.    
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl 
Nays: None 
 
Trustee Karl commented that he believed that the Town had already adopted their budget and this 
should have been done earlier.  Village Clerk Baxter replied that typically it would have been done in 
early November.  Mayor Dwyer added that the Village hasn’t received the exemptions since he became 
Mayor and that in fact he doesn’t believe that the Village received it even when he was Trustee. 
 
NYS GOVERNOR TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE – POLICE TRAFFIC SERVICES GRANT: 
 
On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Houle, it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepted the grant awarded to the Monroe Police Department 
through the NYS Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee to participate in the statewide Police traffic 
Services Program.  The grant covers the period of October 1, 2021 through September 30, 2022 in the 
amount of $4,896.00. 
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl   
Nays: None 
 
PAYMENT AUTHORIZATION – HIGH STREET WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT PROJECT: 
 
Trustee Karl advised the Board that Ground Control is slightly ahead of schedule and that the water main 
on High Street is just about ready to tie in at Owen Drive.  On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by 
Trustee Behringer, it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepted the recommendation of Village Engineer, John O’Rourke 
P.E., and approved Payment No. 2 for the period ending November 30, 2021 submitted by Ground Control 



 
 

Excavating, 63 Waterbury Rd. Warwick, NY 10990, for the High Street Waiter Main Replacement project 
in the amount of $120,717.83.  All documentation has been reviewed and found complete.  Mayor Dwyer is 
hereby authorized to sign the voucher for payment. 
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl    
Nays: None 
 
REQUEST TO TRAVEL – DRUG RECOGNITION EXPERT SCHOOL, P.O. MARK FREEMAN: 
 
On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Alley, it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the attendance of Police Officer Mark Freeman at the 
February 2022 Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) Certification Training at the NYS Police Academy in 
Albany, NY from February 28, 2022 through March 11, 2022.  There is no cost for training.  Hotel 
accommodations for a ten (10) night stay is $990.00 ($99.00 per night) and is to be allocated from budget 
line A.3120.472, Education.  Students that successfully complete the classroom training in Albany will 
then attend the Field Certification Training that will be held in Philadelphia, PA from March 20, 2022 to 
March 27, 2022. 
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl    
Nays: None 
 
PERMISSION TO ATTEND NYCOM WEBINARS / ZBA MEMBERS: 
 
In a memo from ZBA Secretary Rhonda Charles, members of the Zoning Board of Appeals are 
requesting permission to attend various webinars being hosted by New York Conference of Mayors and 
for the Village of Monroe to remit payment directly to NYCOM to cover the cost of the webinars that 
each member has registered to attend online.   The webinars are as follows:   
 
12/7/21 - Regulating Cannabis Operations / Chairman Baum 
12/9/21 – Ethics for ZBA & Planning Board Proceedings / Chairman Baum & Members Czerwinski & 
Zuckerman 
12/14/21 - Planning and Zoning Hot Topics and Case Law Update / Chairman Baum & Member 
Czerwinski  
 
The cost of each webinar is $30.00, for a total of $180.00, and is to be allocated from budget line 
A.8010.4720, Zoning Education. 
 
On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Behringer, it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the attendance of ZBA Chairman Baum and Members 
Zuckerman and Czerwinski at webinars being hosted by New York Conference of Mayors on December 
7th, 9th and 14th 2021 at a cost of $30.00 per webinar.  Treasurer Murray is authorized to remit payment 
to NYS Conference of Mayors 119 Washington Avenue Albany, NY 12210 in the amount of $180.00 to 
cover the cost of the webinars that the ZBA Members have registered for.  The webinars are as follows:  
Regulating Cannabis Operations (12/7/21), Ethics for ZBA & Planning Board Proceedings (12/9/21) and 
Planning and Zoning Hot Topics and Case Law Update (12/14/21).  Cost of the webinar registrations are 
to be allocated from budget line A.8010.4720, Zoning Education. 
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl    
Nays: None 
 
MAYOR & TRUSTEE’S REPORT: 
 
Mayor Dwyer gave an update about the downtown. There have been some issues with the light poles and 
the outlets on the poles claiming that the outlets on the poles were not included in the project. Creighton 
Manning differs and said they have something stating that they are. Trustee Karl expressed his concerns 
for the pole that has a crease in it and why hadn’t it been fixed. Trustee Karl feels that the crosswalks 
were done poorly and the quality is terrible. Mayor Dwyer is very disappointed with the poles and much 
of the work including the paving and striping. He said it doesn’t look professional and the quality is 
terrible. He has set a field meeting up and most likely this will go into litigation. 
 
Trustee Karl asked about the parking at 1 Stage Road.  Attorney Terhune said that 1 Stage road has not 
submitted any plans for the parking lot. Mayor Dwyer is tired of them telling him they are going to 
address and fix the situation and never do. Attorney Terhune said it is out property they are encroaching 



 
 

on and we have every right to block it off. Mayor Dwyer doesn’t want to create more of an issue and has 
asked Attorney Terhune to once again set a public meeting up so that they can achieve the goal together. 
Trustee Karl discussed the traffic on Gilbert Street. He wants to make sure we are staying on top of the 
CO’s issued. Mayor Dwyer asked Attorney Terhune to follow up with Planning Board Attorney 
Elizabeth Cassidy. Trustee Karl has also joined the Stakeholders Water Group. They meet via zoom 
every first Thursday of the month. Protecting around our reservoir. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   # PRESENT 0    TIME: 8:37 PM 
 
There was no public comment. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Alley, and carried, following a 5-minute recess, 
the Board convened in Executive Session at 8:38 PM for Personnel.  
 
Executive Session Minutes compiled by Mayor Dwyer. 
 
OPEN SESSION: on a motion by Trustee Alley, seconded by Trustee Karl and carried, the Open 
Meeting resumed at 9:41 PM. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Karl and carried, no further business, the meeting 
was adjourned at 9:42 PM.     
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Ann-Margret Baxter 
Village Clerk  
 


