
 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION ~ NOVEMBER 16, 2021: 
 
Prior to the Public Hearing that preceded the second monthly meeting of the Board of Trustees, the 
Board convened in Executive Session at 6:45 PM for purposes of Attorney Client Privilege.   
 
Present: Mayor Dwyer, Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl 
Also present: Attorney Terhune 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 11.16.21 – 7:00 PM 

INTRODUCTORY LOCAL LAW #8 OF 2021 
“MODIFYING THE VILLAGE’S ZONING CODE TO ELIMINATE THE SQUARE FOOTAGE 

REQUIREMENTS RELATIVE TO CERTAIN USES IN THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT”    
 

A Public Hearing was held on Tuesday November 16, 2021 at 7:00PM in the Boardroom of the Village 
Hall, 7 Stage Road Monroe, NY.  The purpose of the Public Hearing was to review a proposed local law 
entitled “Modifying the Village of Monroe’s Zoning Code to eliminate the square footage requirements 
relative to certain uses in the Central Business District.”         

 
Present: Mayor Dwyer, Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl 
Also present: Attorney Terhune, Village Clerk Baxter, Deputy Clerk Zahra, Building Inspector Cocks 
and Police Chief Guzman 
 
On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Behringer, and carried, the public hearing was 
opened at 7:00PM.   
 
There were 5 people from the public present for the public hearings.  There was no written 
correspondence received. The public hearing was left open for 10 minutes. 
 
Trustee Karl stated that he is in support of this legislation but expressed his concern over the parking.  
There will now be additional businesses, more people, more cars.  Trustee Karl added that it should be 
addressed going forward.  Trustee Houle replied that parking has been a part of the plan since the Board 
began reviewing the Comprehensive Plan and they are hoping to increase parking, adding lighting to the 
alley ways to encourage people walking to the downtown from the municipal lots.  Trustee Karl 
continued that on a recent walk with Mayor Dwyer that they discovered there is quite a bit of room along 
the Heritage Trail near the municipal lot where diagonal parking spots could be added. 
 
Attorney Terhune stated that the Board has received comments from the Village of Monroe Planning 
Board comments as well as comments from the Orange County Department of Planning. 
 
With no further comments or questions, on a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee Houle and 
carried, the public hearing was closed at 7:10 PM. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 11.16.21 – 7:10 PM 

INTRODUCTORY LOCAL LAW #9 OF 2021 
“OPTING OUT OF LICENSING AND ESTABLISHING RETAIL CANNABIS DISPENSARIES AND 

ON-SITE CANNABIS CONSUMPTION ESTABLISHMENTS WITHIN THE VILLAGE OF 
MONROE”  

 
A Public Hearing was held on Tuesday November 16, 2021 at 7:10PM in the Boardroom of the Village 
Hall, 7 Stage Road Monroe, NY.  The Public Hearing was held to review a proposed local law entitled 
“Opting Out of Licensing and Establishing Retail Cannabis Dispensaries and On-Site Cannabis 
Consumption Establishments with the Village of Monroe.”         

 
Present: Mayor Dwyer, Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl 
Also present: Attorney Terhune, Village Clerk Baxter, Deputy Clerk Zahra, Building Inspector Cocks 
and Police Chief Guzman 
 
On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Houle, and carried, the public hearing was 
opened at 7:10 PM.   
 
There were 5 people from the public present for the public hearings.  There was no written 
correspondence received. The public hearing was left open for 5 minutes. 
 
With no further comments or questions, on a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Behringer 
and carried, the public hearing was adjourned at 7:15 PM. 



 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2021 

(www.villageofmonroe.org) 
 

Following the Public Hearings, the second of the bi-monthly meetings of the Board of Trustees was held 
on Tuesday, November 16, 2021 at 7:15 PM in the Boardroom of the Village Hall, 7 Stage Road, Monroe, 
New York.  Mayor Neil S. Dwyer called the meeting to order and led in the pledge to the flag.  Emergency 
exits were announced. 

 
Present:  Mayor Dwyer; Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl 
Also present: Village Clerk Baxter, Deputy Clerk Zahra, Attorney Terhune, Building Inspector Cocks 
and Police Chief Guzman  
 
Absent:  Treasurer Murray (conflict) 
                Water Plant Operator Mabee (vacation) 
 
BUDGETARY TRANSFERS / MODIFICATIONS: 
 
On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Karl, and carried, it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorized the Treasurer to make the following fund transfers / 
modifications to balance the budget: 
  
From:  Description  To:  Description  Amount         

None 
      

 Budget Modifications      
      

 A.4910  CBDG 
 

A.5410.410  
Sidewalks General 
Expense 

    
75,000.00  

 Raise Revenue/Expense 
lines re proceeds re 
Community Development 
Block Grant  

 A.2260  Police Services 
 

A.3120.135  PD OT Grants 
      

5,048.08  
 Raise Revenue/Expense 
lines re OT Grants    

 A.2770  Miscellaneous Revenue 
 

A.1110.410  Court General Expense 
      

1,000.00  

 Raise Revenue/Expense 
lines re Milligram local court 
intern award  

 A.2705  Gifts and Donations 
 

A.3120.410  PD General Expense 
          

20.00  
 Raise Revenue/Expense 
lines re K9 donation    

 A.4097  
Federal Aid-Capital 
Projects 

 
A.5110.400  St. Maintenance Asphalt 

  
224,213.29  

 Raise Revenue/Expense 
lines re DOT grant  

 
COMPLIMENTARY HOLIDAY PARKING IN THE METERED CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT 
11/6/21 - 1/2/22: 
 
On a motion by Trustee Alley, seconded by Trustee Behringer, it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees declared “Complimentary Holiday Parking” from November 6, 2021 
through January 2, 2022 in the Central Business District of the Village. 
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl 
Nays: None 
 
POLICE PROMOTION: JASON M. FARNINGHAM, DETECTIVE: 
 
On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Houle, it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepted the recommendation of Police Chief Guzman and approved 
the promotion of Police Officer Jason M. Farningham to the position of Detective effective November 17, 
2021 with a starting salary of $105,333.00 as per the Agreement between the Village of Monroe and the 
Monroe Police Benevolent Association.  The necessary MSD 426-B will be submitted to Orange County 
Department of Human Resources.   
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl  
Nays: None 
 
Trustee Behringer congratulated Detective Farningham on his promotion and Chief Guzman presented 
him with his new badge. 



 
 

RESIGNATION - PATRICK C. TENAGLIA, ADMINSTRATIVE SERGEANT: 
 
On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Alley, it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board accepted with regret the resignation of Patrick C. Tenaglia, Administrative 
Sergeant, from the Monroe Police Department effective December 8, 2021.  Sergeant Tenaglia joined the 
Monroe Police Department June 1, 2008 and worked his way through the ranks of Detective and 
Sergeant and has recently accepted the position of Chief of Police for the Village of Harriman Police 
Department.  Both the Board of Trustees and the Monroe Police Department wished Pat well in the next 
chapter of his professional career.  
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl  
Nays: None 
 
Trustee Behringer stated that she was sad to see Sergeant Tenaglia go but was excited for him with this 
new opportunity as well as their future relationship with the Village of Harriman Police Department. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERGEANT APPOINTMENT: TIMOTHY D. YOUNG: 
 
On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Houle, it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepted the recommendation of Police Chief Guzman and approved 
the appointment of Timothy D. Young to the position of Administrative Sergeant effective December 9, 
2021 at the starting salary of $120,284.00 as per the agreement between the Village of Monroe and the 
Monroe Police Benevolent Association.  The required MSD 426B will be submitted to the Orange County 
Department of Human Resources. 
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl 
Nays: None 
 
RESIGNATION – GERALDINE DEANGELIS, PLANNING BOARD: 
 
On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Behringer, it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepted with regret the resignation of Geraldine DeAngelis from the 
Village of Monroe Planning Board, effective December 31, 2021.  Mrs. DeAngelis has spent the last 33 
years as a faithful and dedicated member of the Planning Board, assisting with many planning and 
development projects within the Village of Monroe, loyally serving the Village of Monroe and its 
residents.  The Board wished Geri well on her retirement and move to Blossvale, NY. 
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl 
Nays: None 
 
EVENT APPLICATION – SANTA CLAUS AT REST HAVEN – CONTINUED: 
 
An amended event application was submitted by 236 High Street LLC requesting permission to add a 
second date to their “Meet Santa Claus” event, to be held at the private residence of 236 High Street.  The 
Board of Trustees initially approved the event to be held on Saturday, December 4, 2021 from 10AM to 
3PM and the applicant has since decided to add the additional date of Sunday, December 5th 2021 from 
12PM to 3PM.  The event includes Mr. & Mrs. Claus being flown in via a helicopter and landing at the 
front gates of Museum Village located at 1010 Rt. 17M, Monroe, NY.  Mr. & Mrs. Claus are the be 
transported from the landing site to 236 High Street via a horse drawn carriage utilizing the following 
approved route by the Monroe Police Department:  Museum Village onto Rt. 17M to Gilbert Street, right 
onto Gilbert Street and left onto High Street.  Upon approval from the Board of Trustees, the applicant 
must submit an application to NYS DOT for use of Rt. 17M which is a State road.  The $50.00 application 
fee has been received and all required insurance documents have been submitted.  The application has 
been reviewed and approved by the DPW, Building and Police Departments.  Additional Police Services 
includes 4 officers on 3 hours overtime each for detail coverage due to patrol shift at minimum staffing.  
The total cost of the Additional Police Services is $900.00, which 236 High Street LLC is responsible for 
reimbursing 20% of those costs, or $180.00.  The Building Department approved the application with the 
following conditions: 
 

1. 2 fire extinguishers are required 
2. Maximum occupant load is not to exceed 99 persons within building 

 



 
 

On a motion by Trustee Alley, seconded by Trustee Karl, it was:  
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the amended event application submitted by 236 High 
Street LLC to add the additional date of Sunday, December 5th 2021 (12PM to 3PM) to their “Meet Santa 
Claus” event which has already been approved for Saturday December 4th 2021 at the private residence 
of 236 High Street.   The approved route to transport Santa and Mrs. Claus in a horse drawn carriage is 
as follows: Museum Village onto Rt. 17M to Gilbert Street, right onto Gilbert Street and left onto High 
Street.  Approval is contingent upon receipt of approval of the NYS DOT 33-B permit allowing the Santa 
Claus procession on Rt. 17M.  In the event that the DOT approval is not obtained, the event application is 
approved without said procession upon Rt. 17M.  The Applicant shall reimburse the Village for police 
support in the amount of $900.00 by certified check, money order or cash no later than Monday, 
November 29, 2021.   
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl  
Nays: None 
 
SEQRA RESOLUTION – NEGATIVE DECLARATION - LOCAL LAW TO ELIMINATE MINIMUM 
SQUARE FOOTAGE REQUIREMENTS RELATIVE TO CERTAIN USES IN THE CB DISTRICT: 

 
On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Alley, it was:  
 
WHEREAS, an introductory Local Law, titled, “MODIFYING THE ZONING LAW TO ELIMINATE 
THE MINIMUM SQUARE FOOTAGE REQUIREMENTS RELATIVE TO CERTAIN USES IN THE 
CB DISTRICT,” was introduced before the Board of Trustees of the Village of Monroe on October 5, 2021; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, on October 5, 2021, the Village Board noticed its intent to be Lead Agency pursuant to the 
State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”), and receiving no objection declared itself Lead 
Agency on November 1, 2021; and   
 
WHEREAS, the Village Board Declared caused Part 1, 2 and 3 of Full Environmental Assessment Form 
(“FEAF”) to be prepared by the Village Planner; and  
 
WHEREAS, after due consideration of the potential environmental impacts identified in the FEAF, the 
Board of Trustees set forth a finding of “no adverse impacts” of the proposed local law. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that based upon the foregoing, the Board of Trustee of the 
Village of Monroe determines that the action will not have a significant adverse effect upon the 
environment and an environmental impact statement will not be required. 
 
AND, BE IT FURTER RESOLVED that this Negative Declarations is issued pursuant to 6 NYCRR Part 
617 of the implementing regulations pertaining to Article 8 (State Environment Quality Review Act) of the 
Environmental Conservation Law. 

 
Title of Action:  Adoption of Local Law 
SEQRA Status:  Type I 
Negative Declaration: Yes 
Conditioned Negative Declaration: No 

 
Description of Action: SEQRA Resolution adopting a Negative Declaration for the adoption of a local law 
eliminating minimum square footage requirements in the CB district.   
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl 
Nays: None 
 
ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW # 7 OF 2021 – MODIFYING THE ZONING LAW TO ELIMINATE 
THE SQ. FOOTAGE REQUIREMENTS RELATIVE TO CERTAIN USES IN THE CB DISTRICT: 
 

On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Karl, it was: 
 
WHEREAS, an introductory Local Law, titled, “MODIFYING THE ZONING LAW TO ELIMINATE 

THE MINIMUM SQUARE FOOTAGE REQUIREMENTS RELATIVE TO CERTAIN USES IN 
THE CB DISTRICT,” was introduced before the Board of Trustees of the Village of Monroe on 
October 5, 2021; and 

 



 
 

WHEREAS, on October 5, 2021, the Village Board noticed its intention to be Lead Agency under the 
State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”); and   
 
WHEREAS, on October 7, 2021, the proposed local law and Part I of the Environmental Assessment 
Form was duly circulated to the Orange County Planning Department (“OCPD”), pursuant to General 
Municipal Law § 239-m.  OCPD responded by letter dated October 15, 2021, recommending approval; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, by letter dated November 15, 2021, the Planning Board transmitted favorable comments to 
the Village Board regarding the proposed local law pursuant to Village of Monroe Zoning Law § 200-77; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, upon notice duly published and posted, a hearing was held on said Local Law on October 
19, 2021, which hearing was continued on November 1, 2021, and November 16, 2021, whereat public 
discussion was heard concerning the merits of said Local Law and after hearing from all those present 
wishing to speak and acknowledging written comments that had been received, the Board of Trustees 
declared the public hearing closed on November 16, 2021; and  
 
WHEREAS, as of the Board received no objection to its intention to declare Lead Agency status and, 
therefore, declared itself Lead Agency on November 1, 2021; and  
 
WHEREAS, as the Board determined that the Local Law is a Type I Action under SEQRA and adopted 
a Negative Declaration on November 16, 2021. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the introductory Local Law, titled, “MODIFYING THE 
ZONING LAW TO ELIMINATE THE MINIMUM SQUARE FOOTAGE REQUIREMENTS 
RELATIVE TO CERTAIN USES IN THE CB DISTRICT,” of the Village of Monroe is hereby adopted 
on November 16, 2021, as Local Law No. 7 of 2021 of the Village of Monroe. 
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl 
Nays: None 
 

VILLAGE OF MONROE  
LOCAL LAW NO. 7 OF 2021 

  
A LOCAL LAW TO ELIMINATE MINIMUM SQUARE FOOTAGE REQUIREMENTS RELATIVE 

TO CERTAIN USES IN THE CB DISTRICT. 
  
Be it enacted by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Monroe by authority of Article 7 of the Village 
Law and Article 10 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, as follows:  
  
Section 1:   Legislative findings and intent.  The Board of Trustees of the Village of Monroe hereby finds 
and declares: 
 

A. Current restrictions on 1,000 square feet minimum floor of certain commercial uses, particularly personal 
service establishments, recreational facilities, restaurants and retail stores and shops in the Central 
Business (CB) zoning district discourage investments and reuse of existing vacant commercial space in the 
downtown; and  
 

B. The restriction on minimum floor area is contrary to the recommendations of the Village of Monroe 
Comprehensive Plan, which instead recommends a minimum floor area restriction of 2,000 square feet in 
the General Business (GB) zoning district, in order to encourage smaller commercial uses to locate in the 
downtown CB zoning district; and  

 
 

C. There is no known public purpose or benefit of restricting commercial uses in the CB zoning district.  
Section 2: Amend section §200-12 (Table of Uses by District and Bulk Requirements) of Chapter 200 
(Zoning) Article IV (Bulk and Use Requirements), Attachment 1 (Table of District Uses and Bulk 
Regulations, CB District), Column 1 (Use) Row 14 (Personal service with floor area per establishment no 
less than 1,000 SF) to read as follows:  
“Personal service” 
 
Section 3: Amend section §200-12 (Table of Uses by District and Bulk Requirements) of Chapter 200 
(Zoning) Article IV (Bulk and Use Requirements), Attachment 1 (Table of District Uses and Bulk 
Regulations, CB District), Column 1 (Use) Row 18 (Recreational facility, indoor, with a floor area per 



 
 

establishment of no less than 1,000 SFF) to read as follows:  
“Recreational facility, indoor” 
 
Section 4: Amend section §200-12 (Table of Uses by District and Bulk Requirements) of Chapter 200 
(Zoning) Article IV (Bulk and Use Requirements), Attachment 1 (Table of District Uses and Bulk 
Regulations, CB District), Column 1 (Use) Row 22 (Restaurant with a floor area per establishment of no 
less than 1,000 SF) to read as follows:  
“Restaurant” 
 
Section 5: Amend section §200-12 (Table of Uses by District and Bulk Requirements) of Chapter 200 
(Zoning) Article IV (Bulk and Use Requirements), Attachment 1 (Table of District Uses and Bulk 
Regulations, CB District), Column 1 (Use) Row 23 (Retail stores or shops with a floor area per 
establishment of no less than 1,000 SF) to read as follows:  
“Retail stores or shops” 
 
Section 6.  Severability 
The invalidity or unenforceability of any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, provision, or 
phrase of the aforementioned sections, as declared by the valid judgment of any court of competent 
jurisdiction to be unconstitutional, shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any other section, 
subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, provision, or phrase, which shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
Section 7. Effective date.  
This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State. 
 
REQUEST TO TRAVEL – ANN-MARGRET BAXTER, ORANGE & SULLIVAN TOWN CLERKS 
MEETING, 11/17/21: 
 

On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Behringer, it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the attendance of Village Clerk Baxter to attend the 
Orange Sullivan Town Clerks meeting on Wednesday, November 17th 2021 from 12PM to 4PM at the Town 
of Wallkill Town Hall located at 99 Tower Drive, Middletown, NY.  The Town Clerks Association recently 
extended invitations to all Orange & Sullivan Village Clerks as many topics discussed at these meetings  
benefit both Town and Village Clerks.  The focus of their November meeting will be on Records  
Management, covering topics such as the Role of the Records Management Officer, the lifecycle of records  
and electronic management. There is no cost for attendance and mileage reimbursement will be submitted  
on a voucher and charged to budget line A.1325.4720. 
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl    
Nays: None 
 
PAYMENT AUTHORIZATION – HIGH STREET WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT PROJECT: 
 
On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee Behringer, it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepted the recommendation of Village Engineer, John O’Rourke 
P.E., and approved Payment No. 1 for the period ending October 31, 2021 submitted by Ground Control 
Excavating, 63 Waterbury Rd. Warwick, NY 10990, for the High Street Waiter Main Replacement project 
in the amount of $131,804.14.  All documentation has been reviewed and found complete.  Mayor Dwyer is 
hereby authorized to sign the voucher for payment. 
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl    
Nays: None 
 
Trustee Karl advised the Board that work has just about reached Cooper Drive and moving along nicely.  
Trustee Houle asked when it may be finished and Trustee Karl replied that they are hoping to have the 
main line going up High Street done by Thanksgiving. 
 
EVENT APPLICATION – VILLAGE OF MONROE WINTER FESTIVAL, 12/11/21: 
 
Trustee Behringer stated that they couldn’t have this event last year due to COVID and was looking 
forward to bringing it back.  In thinking about the event in past years, Trustee Behringer suggested that 
rather than waiting till the end of the event to light everything, that they just have everything lit already.  
Trustee Behringer continued that in years past they were able to get Shop Rite and Stop & Shop to 
donate the cookies and the Village would provide the hot chocolate.  The Board discussed and agreed that 



 
 

having prepackaged cookies would probably be best and look to have the hot chocolate premade and 
served out of large coffee urns.  Trustee Karl suggested combining efforts with Smith’s Clove Park in the 
future.  Rather than each try to plan its own events, join forces.  They had a great turnout with the 
Halloween Parade when they all worked together.  On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by 
Trustee Houle, it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the Events Permit Application submitted by Trustee 
Behringer to hold the 2021 Winter Festival, an outdoor community gathering with arts & crafts, bonfire 
and tree and gazebo lighting.  The event will be held on Saturday, December 11, 2021 from 2PM – 5PM 
between the Millponds.  Approval and sign-off of the event application has been done by the DPW, 
Building Department and the Police Department.  The Building Department requires that one (1) 5lb fire 
extinguisher be located within the tent.  The Police Department will oversee the event with 2 Officers on 3 
hours overtime provide crowd and traffic control as well as close down Lake Street.  The estimated cost 
of additional Police protection for the event is $450.00.  The Village’s insurance carrier, Marshall & 
Sterling, will be notified as well as Emergency Services. 
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl 
Nays: None 
 
EVENT APPLICATION – PINE TREE ELEMENTARY PTA DECEMBER DASH, 12/11/21: 
 
An event application was submitted by AnnMarie Colabella-Kaiser, President of the Pine Tree 
Elementary PTA, to host a December Dash event on Saturday, December 11th, 2021 from 10:30AM to 
12:30PM at Pine Tree Elementary School located at 156 Pine Tree Road, Monroe.  Setup will begin at 
9:30AM and the “Dash” will be a free 1K run (.62 miles) for all participants that will begin and end at 
Pine Tree School utilizing Pine Tree Road and Clinton Court.  The event will also include hot chocolate 
and candy canes which will be served in the school parking lot.  All necessary insurance documents have 
been provided and the event application has been reviewed by the DPW, Building Department and Police 
Department.  The Police Department will oversee the event and assist with crowd and traffic control with 
2 Officers on 3 hours of overtime.  The estimated cost of Additional Police Services is $450.00, which they 
are responsible for paying 20%, or $90.00.  Ms. Colabella-Kaiser submitted a letter requesting that the 
Board waive the $50 application fee as they are a not-for-profit organization that raises funds for the 
school.  Discussion followed.  The Board questioned the route to be used and whether it would be safer 
the have them utilize Winchester Drive instead.  Police Chief Guzman assured the Board that Pine Tree 
Road would be closed to allow the kids to cross over to Clinton Court with police vehicles and officers 
stationed in each direction and that all residents on Clinton Court would be notified of the traffic 
interruption. On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Behringer, it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the event application submitted from the Pine Tree 
Elementary School PTA to host a “December Dash” on Saturday, December 11th, 2021 beginning at 
9:30AM.  In addition to serving free hot chocolate and candy canes on the school grounds, the “Dash” 
will include a free 1K run (.62 miles) for the kids to participate in that will begin and end at Pine Tree 
Elementary School located at 156 Pine Tree Road, utilizing Pine Tree Road and Clinton Court.  It is 
further: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees hereby waive the $50.00 application fee. 
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl  
Nays: None 
 
REQUEST FOR PENALTY WAIVER / WATER ACCOUNT #7114: 
 
In a letter to the Board of Trustees, the Village of Monroe Water Department stated that they had 
received a request from property owner Ellanie Ramirez, 10 DeAngelis Drive, water account #7114, to 
waive penalties totaling $97.89 for her November 2021 water bill.  Ms. Ramirez stated that she has been 
unemployed due to the pandemic and is experiencing a financial strain.  Ms. Ramirez has paid the 
outstanding balance on the account totaling $668.16 but has requested that the penalty balance be 
removed from her account.  Discussion followed.  Trustee Karl stated that it has always been past 
practice that the Village does not honor requests of this kind.  Trustee Behringer asked if they could offer 
a payment plan and Trustee Karl replied that the resident did not request one.  Trustee Houle asked if 
she had received a letter advising her of assistance when the Village tax bills were mailed out and Village 
Clerk Baxter replied that her account was not past due at tax time, the delinquency began with the non-
payment of her May and August 2021 water bills.  Mayor Dwyer suggested that they offer her a payment 
arrangement on the outstanding penalty balance and the resident can take advantage of it if they choose 
to do so.  On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee Alley, it was: 



 
 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees reviewed the request submitted by Ellanie Ramirez, property owner 
of water account #7114, and denied the request to waive the penalties totaling $97.89 assessed to her 
water account for the non-payment of her May & August 2021 water bills, however the Board of Trustees 
approved a 4 month payment arrangement, in which the property can make monthly payments in the 
amount of $24.50, due by the last business day of each month.  The first payment is due by December 31, 
2021 and the entire balance to be paid by March 31, 2022.  The Village of Monroe Water Department is 
directed to prepare the payment agreement letter and mail it to the resident. 
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl 
Nays: None 
 
DECLARATION OF SEQRA TYPE 1 ACTION / DREDGING THE MILLPONDS PROJECT: 
 
On a motion by Trustee Karl, seconded by Trustee Behringer, it was: 
 
WHEREAS, the Village of Monroe Board of Trustees wishes to undertake a plan to dredge the Mill Ponds 
located in Crane Park between Mill Pond Parkway and NYS Route 17M owned and maintained by the 
Village of Monroe; 
 
WHEREAS, after comparing the thresholds contained in 6 NYCRR 617.4 and 5, the Planning Board has 
determined that the proposed project is a Type 1 Action; and 
 
WHEREAS, a Full Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) was submitted for review by the Village Board 
of Trustees; and  
 
WHEREAS, after examining the EAF, the Planning Board has determined that the following agencies are 
involved or interested agencies for purposes of SEQR: New York State Department of Conservation, US 
Army Corps of Engineers and the Village of Monroe Building Department.  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Village Board of Trustees makes the following findings:  
 

1. The proposed action is subject to the State Environmental Quality Review Act; 
2. The action involves one or more other permitting agencies;  
3. The action is preliminarily classified as a Type 1 Action pursuant to 6 NYCRR Part 617; and 

therefore  
4. Coordinated review of the action is appropriate.  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village Board of Trustees hereby declares its intent to be Lead 
Agency for the review of this action; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village Clerk shall cause notice of such intent to be circulated in 
accordance with SEQRA;   
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a determination of significance will be made at such time as all 
information has been received by the Village Board of Trustees to enable it to determine whether or not 
the action will or will not have a significant effect on the environment. 
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl    
Nays: None 
 
STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW NOTICE OF INTENT TO BECOME LEAD 
AGENCY: 
 
On a motion by Trustee Alley, seconded by Trustee Behringer, and carried, it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorized Village Engineer, John O’Rourke P.E. of Lanc & Tully 
Engineering, to distribute the Notice of Intent to Become Lead Agency. 
 
This notice is issued pursuant to Part 617 of the implementing regulations pertaining to Article 8 (State 
Environmental Quality Review Act) of the Environmental Conservation Law. 

 
The Village of Monroe Board of Trustees hereby indicates its intent to declare itself Lead Agency for the 
proposed action further described below located in the Village of Monroe, Orange County.  If within 30 
calendar days from the date of mailing this notification no Involved Agency submits a written objection 
to the Village of Monroe Board of Trustees, said board shall act as Lead Agency and shall follow the 



 
 

provisions of 6NYCRR Part 617.   
 
Name of Action: Mill Ponds Dredging 
 
Location: Mill Pond Parkway and NYS Route 17M  
 
Tax Parcels:  203-3-1 and 212-3-1 
 
SEQR Status:  Type 1 
 
Description of Action:  The Village proposes to contract with an outside firm to dredge the Mill Ponds to 
improve their overall environmental quality and improve their recreational function.  The ponds will be 
replanted after dredging and will not be increased or decreased in size.  No construction will occur at the 
property.   
 
Date of Action:   
 
Date of Mailing:   
 
 
Contact Person: Hon. Neil Dwyer, Mayor 
   Village Board of Trustees 
   7 Stage Road 
   Monroe, New York 10950 
   (845) 782-8341 
 
Agency Circulation:  This notice is being sent to the following permitting and Involved Agencies along 
with Part 1 of the Environmental Assessment Form.  

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation  
Division of Environmental Permits – Region 3 
625 Broadway 
Albany, New York 12233-1010 

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 
21 South Putt Corners Road 
New Paltz, New York 12561 
Contact: Kelly Turturo, Acting Director  
 
Village of Monroe Building Department  
7 Stage Road 
Monroe, New York 10950  
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
26 Federal Plaza 
Jacob Javits Building 
New York, New York 10278 
 
STOP DWI CRACKDOWN ENFORCEMENT GRANT:  
 
On a motion by Trustee Behringer seconded by Trustee Houle, it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepted the grant award through the NYS Governor’s Traffic 
Safety Program for the 2021-2022 STOP DWI Crackdown. The grant covers the period 10/1/21 through 
9/30/22 in a sum not to exceed $3,795.00.  
 
It is further RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved an agreement with the County of Orange that 
authorizes the Monroe Police Department to participate in the STOP-DWI Program service period for 
enforcement details to support the following enforcement campaign periods for 2021/2022: 
 
Thanksgiving: November 24, 2021 through and including November 28, 2021 
Holiday Season (National): December 17, 2021 through and including January 1, 2022 
Super Bowl: February 11, 2022 through and including February 14, 2022 
St. Patrick’s Day: March 16, 2022 through and including March 20, 2022 
Memorial Day Holiday Weekend: May 27, 2022 through and including May 31, 2022 



 
 

July Fourth: July 1, 2022 through and including July 5, 2022 
Labor Day (National): August 19, 2022 through and including September 5, 2022 
 
Each campaign coincides with New York State and national enforcement campaign efforts.  It is further: 
 
RESOLVED, Mayor Dwyer is authorized to sign the Inter-Municipal Agreement as required. 
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Houle and Karl 
Nays: None 
 
MAYOR & TRUSTEE’S REPORT: 
 
Mayor Dwyer provided the Board with an update on the Lake Street Downtown Revitalization Project 
sharing that they have completed the Amendola’s side of the street except for streetlights and signage.  
The contractor has begun to pour the 23 Lake Street side and will continue their work, including lights 
and signage.  Mayor Dwyer continued that when they first begin the project they discovered 
underground conduit issues that needed to be replaced which caused a brief delay.  Additionally, they 
saw pooling of water on the sidewalks after rainfalls and they took a proactive approach by connecting 
all the building leader drains into the street drainage to avoid the pooling in the future.  Trustee Karl 
asked when the lighting would be done and Mayor Dwyer replied he wasn’t sure. 
 
Mayor Dwyer also added that they will be eliminating the parking meters in the downtown and moving 
forward with parking kiosks, which will be tied to the Parking Enforcement Officer.  This will also free 
up more space on the sidewalks and encourage a better downtown dining experience. 
 
Trustee Behringer thanked the Village’s DPW for their hard work on the leaf pickup, they’ve already 
come through her development twice.  Trustee Behringer also stated that she was excited about the 
opening of the Lake Street Marketplace, it is a great addition to the downtown. 
 
Lastly, Trustee Behringer acknowledged the Veterans in our community and thanked them for their 
service. 
 
Trustee Houle also shared her excitement over the opening on the Marketplace, she believes that it is the 
biggest grand opening that they’ve seen in the Village.  There was a lot of great energy and all the other 
downtown businesses were busy too. 
 
Trustee Karl asked for an update on the damaged guardrail.  Village Clerk Baxter advised the Board 
that they were still waiting on the quote from the vendor.  It has been delayed because they needed to 
provide the vendor with the specs of the Stage Road archway and that took a while to pull together and 
now the architect for the vendor is on an extended vacation, so they are hoping to get the estimate soon.  
Once it is received, it will be turned over to Marshall & Sterling.  Trustee Karl questioned if that area fell 
within the DOT right of way and Mayor Dwyer replied that he provided them with documentation to 
show that it was not.  Mayor Dwyer added that he is glad that it isn’t theirs, as they would just replace 
the guardrail in kind and the Village doesn’t want to do that. 
 
Trustee Karl added that there are still some Village roads that need re-striping and named specifically 
Freeland Street and Still Road. 
 
Trustee Karl continued that traffic pulling out of Cumberland Farms onto Freeland Street is 
problematic, often causing traffic to back up.  He thought that traffic was supposed to be revisited in that 
area one year after it was open.  Mayor Dwyer was unsure and asked Village Clerk Baxter to reach out to 
the Planning Board Secretary for the site plan approval and corresponding minutes.  Attorney Terhune 
advised Village Clerk Baxter that she was sending the Planning Board Attorney an email regarding the 
matter.  The Board continued to discuss the ongoing traffic issues within the Village. 
 
Trustee Karl stated that Village Hall parking continues to be an issue.  The signage is contradictory as 
well.  Mayor Dwyer replied that he has ordered Village Clerk Baxter to create a flyer to notify all those 
parking back there that the first ten spots were going to be designated for Village Hall employees only 
and the remaining ten spots would be for Village Hall business only.  Additionally, the signage would be 
updated and on Monday, November 20th, it would become strictly enforced by the Monroe Police 
Department.  Trustee Karl suggested moving the vehicles to the end of the lot to free up more spots. 
Trustee Karl continued that while he always enjoys the decorating that the Girl Scouts do with the 
scarecrows, he hoped that next year they wouldn’t attached them to the signs that are next to the 
crosswalks, as they look like people waiting to cross the street in the dark! 
 



 
 

Trustee Karl added that the newer houses on High Street up past Rest Haven have sidewalks that are 
starting to buckled and questioned if it was because of the trees that were planted by the developer that 
were required as part of the site plan.  Trustee Karl questioned if the Village would have to replace them. 
 
Attorney Terhune asked Building Inspector Cocks if he had heard from the Campagna’s Attorney and 
Building Inspector Cocks replied that he had not.  Mayor Dwyer asked Village Clerk Baxter to pull the 
minutes from the meeting in which to Board denied their request for a licensing agreement. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   # PRESENT 3    TIME: 8:43 PM 
 
Town resident Cristina Kiesel commented that the Hallmark Channel recently filmed a move in Goshen 
and it got her thinking about Monroe and how great it would be to have a movie filmed here with all that 
Monroe has to offer. 
 
Ms. Kiesel stated that she thought the parking kiosks are a great idea and hoped that the Village would 
be able to get some seasonal planters onto the sidewalks in the downtown in time for the holidays.  Ms. 
Kiesel also asked if lights could be strung up on the light poles once they were reinstalled. 
 
Ms. Kiesel also asked if the alley way next to the old Smith & Strebel building could be repaved.  Mayor 
Dwyer replied that he didn’t think so before winter since the plants are beginning to close but that it 
would be part of their more comprehensive plan for the downtown.  Mayor Dwyer added that he has 
spoken to the County about getting them to give the Village some split rail fencing to add along the 
Heritage Trail and replace the large rocks that are back there.  They want to clean up that area and 
make it more appealing. 
 
Ms. Kiesel commented that the Town of Woodbury is doing a holiday themed window painting contest 
and the Village may wish to consider doing it in the downtown. 
 
Town resident Peggy Kazdan agreed that the Village of Monroe would be a great place for someone to 
film a movie.  Ms. Kazdan also added that she was looking forward to the Village’s Winter Festival and 
hoped that they would bring back the temporary ice rink as well.  She would like to see them offer a kiosk 
with hot chocolate and a fire pit like they had done previously as well. 
 
Village resident Eleanor Cordisco of Rampo Street addressed the Board regarding the ongoing water 
issues in the rear of her property.  They have continued to get worse even after having spent a significant 
amount of money on improvements in her basement as well as drainage throughout her yard.  Mrs. 
Cordisco stated that she has shared a video with Trustee Alley about the flooding in her yard and asked 
that it be shared with the rest of the Board of Trustees.  Mrs. Cordisco is concerned that with the 
potential shopping plaza that may go in across the street from her and them hooking into the water main.  
Mrs. Cordisco also added that the sink hole that is at the end of her driveway that she had previously 
notified the Village about is getting larger and will only get worse.  Mayor Dwyer asked Trustee Alley to 
meet with DPW HEO Giudice and Village Engineer O’Rourke to review what Mrs. Cordisco’s concerns 
are and come up with some thoughts on the whole situation, including the sink hole.  Mayor Dwyer stated 
that the Village had the opportunity to clean out the Ramapo River after Hurricane Irene but the Village 
didn’t take action on it, and it’s becoming a problem now.       
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Houle, and carried, following a 5-minute recess, 
the Board convened in Executive Session at 9:00 PM for discussion of Attorney Client Privilege.  
 
Executive Session Minutes compiled by Mayor Dwyer. 
 
OPEN SESSION: on a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Karl, and carried, the Open 
Meeting resumed at 9:58 PM. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Karl and carried, no further business, the 
meeting was adjourned at 9:58 PM.     
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Ann-Margret Baxter 
Village Clerk  
 



 
 

MONTHLY REPORTS: 
 
Trustee Karl questioned the entry of the land purchase that appeared on the Treasurers report and 
asked if the financing had been completed.  Mayor Dwyer replied that they would be finalizing 
everything next week, but that they secured an excellent rate of 0.4%, down from their previous rate of 
1.1%.  Trustee Karl also commented that gas usage for the PD was up significantly.  Trustee Houle 
replied that the overall cost of gas has gone up.  On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee 
Alley, with all in favor, the department monthly reports were accepted and filed.    
 
OCTOBER 2021 VILLAGE CLERK’S REPORT SUBMITTED BY ANN-MARGRET BAXTER, 
VILLAGE CLERK: 
 

1. Minutes prepared, processed associated correspondence and Legal Notices completed for the 
October 5th and October 19th Board of Trustee’s Meeting.    

2. Permits issued:  Handicap Parking: 5 Garage Sale: 5 Solicitor/Peddling: 0                      
Road Opening: 0   Blasting Permit: 0   Liquor License: 0   Towing Permits: 0 

3. Processed 4 FOIL Requests. 
4. Processed 4 Event Applications. 
5. Public Hearings Held: 3 
6. Closed out mailing machine for month on 10/30. 
7. Bi-Weekly payroll worksheets completed and submitted. 
8. Collected August water rents. 
9. Collected 2021/2022 Tax Bills. 
10. Required paperwork filed with O.C. Department of Human Resources. 
11. Oversee updates and maintenance, of Village Website and Constant Contact. (18 sent) 
12. Daily retrieval of messages left during the day and after hours. Forwarded messages and 

responded as required. 
13. Vouchers completed as required. Transmittal of money collected completed and bank deposits 

done.  
14. Scan and email pertinent information to Board and Attorney. 
15. ZOOM Meeting with David Lowry, NYS Archives / Records Management. 
16. Millennium Meeting with Caleb Duncan (LGRMIF Grant). 

 
OCTOBER 2021 JUSTICE COURT REPORT: 
 
Total Fines:  $35,551.00  Total Surcharges:  $9,444.00  Total Parking:  $1,395.00  
Total Civil Fees:  $2,125.00   Bail Poundage Collected:  $0.00  Total Bail Forfeited:  $0.00 
Total for October:  $48,515.00 
 
Vehicle & Traffic Tickets:  343  Disposed:  384 
Criminal Cases:  29  Disposed:  35  Civil Cases:  1  Disposed:  1 
Paid Parking Tickets:  54  Dismissed Traffic Tickets:  59 
 
OCTOBER 2021 POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT SUBMITTED BY DARWIN GUZMAN, CHIEF: 
 
CALLS FOR SERVICE 
TOTAL CALLS – 1,752 
CASES/CRIMINAL OFFENSE – 135 
ARRESTS – 55 
 
TRAFFIC REPORT 
TRAFFIC TICKETS – 342 
PARKING TICKETS – 66 
GAS – $2,645.36 /  1,019.99G  
MVA’s – 29 
 
TRAINING 
TRU – Grosso / Romer 



 
 

EMT Refresher – Gayler / Farningham 
EMT Original - Hansen 
K9 – Berke 
ARIDE – Berke 
Field Training Officer – Payton 
Crime Scene - Farningham 
 
OCTOBER 2021 FILTRATION PLANT REPORT SUBMITTED BY ERNEST MABEE, CHIEF 
OPERATOR: 
 
Production:  Lake Mombasha:     29,789,936  26,700,566 Gallons LY 2020 
            Well #4:                      4,340,467    3,631,582 Gallons LY 2020 
 
Consumption:     34,130,403 Gallons / 30,332,148 Gallons LY 2020 
Water Samples / Testing:  Passed 
Rainfall:  6.83” 
Reservoir:  full 
 
Miscellaneous: 
Mark Outs 
2 Reservoir Inspections 
Final Water Reads 
Daily Equipment Maintenance at Plant and Well 
Weekly and Monthly Water Testing to Lab, All Results Good 
Updated Diamond Maps 
Read Meters 
Flush Hydrants 
TAM Inspected PRV 17M 
DOH Annual Inspection 
Curb Boxes in Sidewalk on Lake Street 
 
OCTOBER 2021 DPW SUBMITTED BY LARRY GIUDICE, HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR: 
 

1. Garbage removal in Village and around ponds eight times. 
2. Picked up papers in the park. 
3. Road mowed. 
4. Used sweeper on Village roads. 
5. Removed flower pots, baskets, and banners on Lake Street. 
6. Catch basin repairs. 
7. Cleaned catch basin tops. 
8. Check easements and streams. 
9. Cleaned easement on Amy Todt Drive. 
10. Cleaned and put weed harvester away. 
11. Installed leaf box. 
12. Leaf Pickup. 
13. Installed driveway on West Mombasha – new property. 
14. Repaired drainage on Cunningham Drive. 
15. Installed new sign on Elm Street – Do Not Enter. 
16. Installed new sign on Swezey Place – Speed Limit. 
17. Blacktopped edge of Pine Tree Road. 
18. Blacktopped edge of Oakland Avenue – drainage. 
19. Installed plows and sanders. 
20. Cut and chipped tree in park and planted a tree. 
21. Removed lights on trees between ponds and trimmed trees. 
22. Removed three light poles on the parkway. 
23. Replaced two frames and grates on catch basins. 
24. Cut and chipped trees on Robyn Drive and Firemen’s monument. 
25. Striped roads and parking spots on Stage Road. 
26. Dug holes for new light poles on Lake Street. 
27. Mowed and weed wacked park three times. 



 
 

28. Mowed Village green areas three times. 
29. Weed wacked park. 
30. Repaired eight curb boxes on Lake Street. 
31. Removed dock at Gate House. 
32. Ran new wires at Village Hall. 
33. Worked on trucks and equipment. 
34. Cleaned shop. 

 
OCTOBER 2021 BUILDING DEPARTMENT AS SUBMITTED BY ASSISTANT BUILDING 
INSPECTOR PROULX: 
 
Building Permits Issued:        38 
Rental Inspections Completed:         3 
Title Searches Completed:        24 
Violations Issued:                                                     25 
Warnings Issued:         21 
Building Permit Inspections Performed:      86 
C.O’s Issued:                    34 
Complaint Inspections:        71 
Fire Inspections:           1 
 
Open, active building permits:                402     
 
FOIL Requests:           6 
 
Building Permit Fees:            $   17,293.50 
Rental Permit Fees:            175.00 
Fire Inspection Fees:                           0.00 
Title Search Fees:                    3,450.00 
Total Collected Fees:             $  20,918.50 
      
Monthly Assessor’s Report  
Monthly report to FD for Solar 
Daily cash deposits to Clerk 
Bi Monthly mailing for expired permits 
Attendance at Planning Board Meetings, Village Board, and ZBA Meetings 
  
MONROE FIRE DISTRICT OFFICERS 2021: 
 
Commissions:  John Centofanti, Jason Kalter, Thomas M. Smith Dep. Chair, Thomas P. Sullivan, Ch. 
Secretary:  Kathleen Aherne 
Treasurer:  Richard Goldstein 
Chief Rich Lenahan, 1st Ass’t Chief Jon Dolch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

OCTOBER 2021 TREASURER’S REPORT SUBMITTED BY CATHERINE MURRAY:  
 

 
 

SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY (REVENUES)
Bank interest 747                                                      
Sales Tax 471,098                                                
Police Services 5,048                                                   
Rental Real Property 7,366                                                   
Building Permits 21,094                                                  
Sales of Equipment 5,850                                                   
Fed Aid - Capital Projects 196,295                                                
CDBG 75,000                                                  

 
SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY (EXPENDITURES)

PD Gas/Oil 5,137                                                   
PD Contractual 5,053                                                   

St. Maint. Equipment Maintenance 19,725.96                                             
Street Lighting Street 8,923.87                                               
Sidewalks General Expense 147,211.00                                           
Serial Bonds Principal & Interest 43,012.50                                             
Purification Building Maintenance (water) 6,000.00                                               
Distribution Contractual (water) 15,717.02                                             
Serial Bonds Principal & Interest (water) 43,012.50                                             

Health Insurance - General Fund 124,907                                                
                          - Water Fund 16,102                                                  

141,009                                                

STATUS OF FY2021 CONTINGENCY ACCOUNTS          CURRENT BALANCE 
General Fund Appropriation  -budgeted   $133,239 133,239                                                
Water Fund Appropriation  -budgeted      $25,000 25,000                                                  

COMMENTS:

We will be financing the land purchase in November regarding the Water Fund.

Respectfully submitted,

Catherine Murray
Treasurer

We have completed 3 months of the fiscal year and expenses should be at 41.7%.  The expenses are at 36.1% for 
the General Fund and 62.6% for the Water Fund.  

Treasurer's Report
Village of Monroe

October 2021
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