
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 1, 2020   

(www.villageofmonroe.org) 
 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and Governor Cuomo’s Executive Order No. 202.1, the first of the bi-
monthly meetings of the Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, September 1, 2020 beginning at 7:00 
PM via ZOOM videoconferencing. Although there was no physical meeting location, the meeting was 
deemed to be conducted in the Boardroom of the Village Hall, 7 Stage Road Monroe, NY.  Mayor Neil 
Dwyer called the meeting to order and led in the pledge to the flag.  Emergency exits were announced. 
 
Present:  Mayor Dwyer; Trustees Alley, Conklin, Behringer and Houle  
Also present: Attorney Terhune, Village Clerk Baxter, Deputy Clerk Zahra, Water Plant Operator 
Mabee and Administrative Sergeant Krauss 
 
UPDATE:  DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE / DOWNTOWN AL FRESCO DINING: 
 
Mayor Dwyer explained that Committee Chairwoman, Cristina Kiesel, was unavailable to attend this 
evening but stated that the first two weeks of downtown dining were amazing.  The event was well 
received and growing with energy. 
 
Trustee Behringer agreed that it was amazing and is something people have wanted for a long time and 
it’s a great way to support the local businesses. 
 
Trustee Houle shared that she has received a lot of great, positive comments about the event and 
suggested that you go early and not wait until 7PM or you won’t be able to get a table, which is a great 
thing. 
 
Mayor Dwyer asked Trustee Alley if there would be live music this upcoming weekend and Trustee Alley 
confirmed that there would be live music both nights from 6PM to 9PM.  Friday’s musician would be 
playing folk music and on Saturday the musician would be playing music from the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s. 
 
2020 VILLAGE ELECTION UPDATE: 
 
Village Clerk Baxter provided the Board with an update as to the procedures and precaution measures 
that have been put in place for the upcoming Village Election scheduled for Tuesday September 15, 2020 
which will be held at Village Hall, 7 Stage Road.  The polls will be open from 9AM to 9PM. 
 
DISCUSSION – ANNUAL ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING / SCHEDULE DATE: 
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Village of Monroe Election scheduled for Wednesday March 18th 
2020 was postponed to Tuesday September 15th 2020.  Because of the postponement of the election, the 
Village of Monroe’s annual Organizational Meeting scheduled for Monday April 6th 2020 was postponed 
as well.  It was the recommendation of NYCOM (New York Conference of Mayors) that all Boards were 
encouraged to postpone this meeting until after the rescheduled election was held in order to give the 
newly elected Board the opportunity to participate.  Discussion followed.  
 
Mayor Dwyer asked when the next meeting was and Village Clerk Baxter replied that it was scheduled 
for September 22nd and the Village Election is set for the 15th and barring any challenge of the election 
results, the newly elected officials would take office on Friday, September 18th.  With the next Board 
Meeting scheduled for the 22nd, she proposed that the Organizational Meeting be held on Monday, 
September 21st, but it is the Board’s decision.  Mayor Dwyer asked to hear from the Board what their 
thoughts on when the meeting should be. 
 
Trustee Conklin replied that she was good with the proposed date.  Trustee Behringer asked if there were 
any other meetings that night and Village Clerk Baxter replied that there weren’t any to her knowledge.  
Trustee Houle asked if it would be a ZOOM meeting and the Board replied that it would be.  Trustee 
Houle also asked if the meeting would begin at 7PM and Village Clerk Baxter replied that historically it 
begins at 7PM but the Board can make it any time they like. 
 
Attorney Terhune interjected and stated that there isn’t much time to have new Board Members discuss 
re-org if they are only taking office on the 18th.  It is up to the Board to decide but you don’t have to have 
it on the 21st.  If there are new members on the Board there isn’t really much time to get them up to speed 
before re-org.  Attorney Terhune added that they could set re-org for the 21st but then decide to postpone 
it if they choose.  Village Clerk Baxter added that given everything that has been going on, re-org does 
not have to be on a Monday.  Historically it has always been the first Monday of the next month following 
the Village Election, which has always represented the start of the Village’s official year, but it is up to 



the Board to hold the meeting whenever they decide to do.  Every appointment that is being made would 
be retro active and it is more of a formality than anything else. 
 
Trustee Alley stated that she is ok with whatever the Board decides to do.  Trustee Behringer asked if the 
following Monday was a holiday from school and Village Clerk Baxter confirmed it was Yom Kippur.  
Mayor Dwyer asked if there were any conflicts for the 29th and the Board replied there were none.  
Mayor Dwyer asked Village Clerk Baxter when re-org was held in 2019 and Village Clerk Baxter 
confirmed that it was Monday, April 1st.  Attorney Terhune interjected again and stated that everyone 
who is appointed, their official year ended April 1, 2020 and they are holdovers.  That means their official 
year for re-appointment will start when they are re-appointed and go through April 2021. 
 
Mayor Dwyer suggested doing re-org on a regularly scheduled meeting date and Trustee Houle stated 
that she would prefer not to do that, it would be too much and she suggested scheduling it for either the 
28th or the 29th, to allow for time to discuss it with any new members.  Mayor Dwyer suggested Tuesday, 
September 29th and the Board agreed to the date.   
 
Mayor Dwyer stated for the record that re-org would be on the 29th of September at 7PM and asked 
Attorney Terhune if the Board needed to pass a resolution and she replied that no resolution was needed 
to set the date. 
 
AUTHORIZATION FOR CROWN CASTLE CELL TOWER EQUIPMENT UPDATE: 
 
The Building Department has received a permit application by Crown Castle for an equipment update to 
an existing cell tower located on Bald Hill.  As part of the Building Department requirements, the 
property owner must consent to the work before the work can begin and consent is given by the property 
owner signing off on the permit application.  Since Bald Hill is owned by the Village of Monroe, the 
Village Board must consent to the work and authorize the Mayor to sign the permit application.  The 
description of the project consists of moving the height of the existing telecommunication tower from 110’ 
to 125’, install three (3) antennas, install one (1) Hybrid cable and install three (3) RRU’s.  Discussion 
followed.  Mayor Dwyer replied that he was ok with the proposed modifications.  Trustee Alley asked if 
the Park Commission had any opposition to this modification.  Mayor Dwyer replied that he wasn’t sure 
but that they had made the Board aware that their agreement with them was coming up for renewal and 
that the Park Commission had some concerns with the road maintenance.  Mayor Dwyer asked Village 
Clerk Baxter if she had received anything regarding this request and Village Clerk Baxter replied that 
she had not heard from them, the only conversation that she had was with Joe Mancuso who asked for a 
copy of the agreement with Crown Castle that was in place that she forwarded on to the Board quite 
some time ago.  Mayor Dwyer stated that it was probably because they would like the Board to negotiate 
the road maintenance with the renewal of the contract. 
 
Mayor Dwyer asked Attorney Terhune if they should pass a resolution approving the permit application 
contingent upon any issues with the Park Commission or table the matter and Attorney Terhune replied 
that they should adjourn the matter until the September 22nd meeting to allow the Park Commission time 
to comment in terms of what they would like to see in terms of maintenance.  She asked if the Park 
Commission was aware of the height increase and Mayor Dwyer replied that he was not sure and had not 
received any communication about it.  Mayor Dwyer suggested they table the matter to allow Counsel 
time to look at the current agreement and asked Village Clerk Baxter to forward the agreement on to 
Counsel.  Attorney Terhune replied that she had a copy of an agreement and that she had done some 
analysis back in late February and she wondered if it was the same agreement.  Village Clerk Baxter 
replied that she has only sent one agreement to the Board and Counsel and has no recollection when it 
was sent, but she can re-forward that email on to the because that is the version of the contract that she 
has on file in the Clerk’s office. 
 
Attorney Terhune has only done an analysis on the contract for renewal but hasn’t looked at it in terms 
of an increase in height.  She requested that the Board table it and advised that if the Park Commission 
isn’t aware of the change in height, or any other concerns that they may have in terms of road 
maintenance or anything else, that they should be asked for their input.  Mayor Dwyer instructed Village 
Clerk Baxter to send a copy of the a permit application to the Park Commission for review and ask that 
they provide their input to the height increase or anything that the would like to make the Board aware 
of, so they can hopefullyfold those things into what the Board is trying to do here as far as holding the 
agreement at bay until they can get what they want in terms of road maintenance and so forth.   
 
Trustee Houle asked if they knew what the net benefit was to increasing the height by fifteen feet and 
Mayor Dwyer replied that it probably had to do with trees growing, etc.  The funny thing with cellphone 
technology is that if it doesn’t see itself, it interferes with the signal and their ability to cover more area.  
Mayor Dwyer asked Attorney Terhune to re-review the agreement and he tabled the matter until the 
September 22nd Board Meeting. 
 



NYS GOVERNOR’S TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE AWARD: 
 
On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Behringer, it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepted the grant awarded to the Monroe Police Department 
through the NYS Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee in the statewide Police Traffic Services Program.  
The grant covers the period of 10/1/20 through 9/30/21 in the amount of $5,328.00. 
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer Conklin and Houle  
Nays: None 
 
REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE / WATER ACCOUNT# 5823: 
 
Anna Kachmarchyk, resident of 64 Fitzgerald Court, submitted a request for assistance pertaining to her 
August 2020 water bill, account #5823.  Ms. Kachmarchyk stated her water bill was at least 7 times 
higher than normal and while she explained that she had a leaky toilet, she did not feel that was the cause 
of the higher bill.  As a senior citizen on a fixed income she explained that she would have trouble paying 
such a large bill.  Ms. Kachmarchyk has since paid her August 2020 water bill in the amount of $187.05 
and has requested a future credit towards her account.  Discussion followed.  Mayor Dwyer asked if she 
paid the bill first or asked for assistance first.  Village Clerk Baxter explained that the letter requesting 
help with the bill and her mailing the payment in crossed in the mail.   
 
Trustee Conklin stated that the Village cannot gift water.  She is sympathetic to her having a leaky toilet 
but unfortunately it can’t fall on the taxpayers and that’s exactly where it would fall.  Trustee Behringer 
stated that the hard thing is when looking at the bill for $187 and seeing that her bills average $10-$28 
dollars a quarter.  She is also a 93 year old woman who is on a limited income and wondered if there was 
anything that could be done.  Trustee Conklin replied that they are going to say no to her request but 
then she is going to pay the bill for her, that way it won’t fall on the taxpayers.  Trustee Houle replied 
that was sweet but is there a way for them to understand that in fact the leaky toilet was the reason for 
this increase.  Is it possible that there is a leak somewhere between the watermain and her home?  
Trustee Conklin replied that it would still be leaking and Village Clerk Baxter interjected and advised 
Trustee Houle that she was made aware that a plumber was at the resident’s home and fixed the issue.  
Trustee Houle asked if the Water Department was able to see if the usage was back to where it was 
supposed to be and if they verified that that kind of usage could be caused from a leaky toilet.  Village 
Clerk Baxter replied that she knew from firsthand experience that a leaky toilet could cause that kind of 
increase, however, the Water Department has not gone back out to the residence to do a reading post 
repair to ensure its been fixed, but that isn’t something that is customarily done by them.  Trustee 
Behringer asked if she was asking for some type of payment plan and Mayor Dwyer replied that was 
initially the course he was going to propose to the Board but confirmed that the resident had paid her bill 
because of her concern with incurring any additional penalties.  On a motion by Trustee Conklin, 
seconded by Trustee Houle it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees denied the request of Anna Kachmarchyk, owner of 64 Fitzgerald 
Court, for a future credit towards her water account #5823 due to a higher than normal water bill that 
was the result of a leaky toilet.  Trustee Conklin stated that the Village could not gift water but that she 
would pay the bill as a way to assist the 93 year old resident who stated that she was on a fixed income. 
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer Conklin and Houle  
Nays: None 
 
Trustee Conklin asked Village Clerk Baxter to send her the information so she could take care of it 
personally by refunding her.  Village Clerk Baxter stated that customarily the Village would send a letter 
to the resident stating that their request had been denied but in this case do we want to put in writing 
that Trustee Conklin would be reimbursing her and Trustee Conklin replied no, just to state that her 
request was denied and that she would refund her separately. 
 
DISCUSSION – INCREASE IN COVERAGE FOR DPW SMALL TOOLS: 
 
Trustee Houle, liaison to the Village’s insurance company, Marshall & Sterling, explained that while 
evaluating a list of items insured for the Highway Department it was determined that some small tools 
are insured for significantly less than they should be.  After reviewing the list with Marshall & Sterling, it 
was recommended that the small tool coverage be increased from $5,000 to at least $25,000 for an 
additional premium of $94.60.  The Village was also advised that should they wish to increase the 
coverage to $50,000, the additional premium would be $213.40.  Discussion followed.  Mayor Dwyer 
stated that Trustee Houle has been working with Marshall & Sterling that all the coverage that the 
Village has for all of its assets is appropriate and in doing so, they realized that the hand tool policy was 
too low.  Mayor Dwyer shared that Chester had a devastating fire where they lost not only vehicles but 



tools as well, and encouraged the Board to consider raising the Villages coverage in these assets.  On a 
motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Alley, it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the insurance increase for coverage limit on all small tools 
owned by the Village of Monroe to $50,000, for an additional yearly premium increase of $213.40. 
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer Conklin and Houle  
Nays: None 
 
EVENT APPLICATION – OC CHABAD / TASHLICH CEREMONY: 
 
An event application was submitted by Rabbi Pesach Burston of Chabad of Orange County, 47 Highview 
Rd., to host a Taschlich Ceremony on Thursday September 24, 2020 from 5:30PM to 5:50PM at the pond 
located in Crane Park across from the commuter parking lot.  Rabbi Burston explained Taschlich is a 
ceremony that is performed during the Jewish High Holidays where people symbolically “cast their sins” 
into the water.  The 15-20 minute ceremony custom involves some reciting of text, and participates would 
park in the commuter parking lot, cross Millpond Parkway and perform this small ceremony on the 
grass next to the pond.  Approval and sign-off of the event application has been done by the Building 
Department, Police Department and the DPW.  The Police Department will close down the parking lot 
during the midnight shift and an officer will be assigned to the detail during the regular scheduled shift.  
There will be no road closures.  There are no additional costs for additional police protection for this 
event.  On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Houle, it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the event application submitted by Rabbi Pesach Burston 
of Chabad of Orange County, to host a Taschlich Ceremony on Thursday September 24, 2020 from 
5:30PM to 5:50PM at the pond located in Crane Park across from the commuter parking lot.  There will 
be no road closures and the Monroe Police Department will assist during the event with an officer on 
detail during a regularly scheduled shift.  Marshall & Sterling will be notified, as will Emergency 
Services. 
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Conklin and Houle 
Nays: None 
 
GIRL SCOUT’S PIN WHEELS FOR PEACE, PROMOTING INTERNATIONAL PEACE DAY 
9/21/20: 
 
On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Conklin, it was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the request of Barbara Mallory, Service Unit Manager of 
the Monroe Woodbury Girl Scouts, to acknowledge a National Day of Peace, by making “Pin Wheels for 
Peace” and placing them around the walking path from Lakes Street along to Rt. 17M towards the 
waterfall.  The pinwheels will be on display Sunday, September 20th through the evening of Sunday, 
September 22nd, weather permitting.  Due to COVID-19 and social distancing guidelines, there will not be 
any group gatherings.  
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Conklin and Houle  
Nays: None 
 
MAYOR & TRUSTEE’S REPORT: 
 
Mayor Dwyer stated that the Board received a request from the property owner of 33 McGarrah Rd.  
but Trustee Alley replied that she had not reviewed it.  Mayor Dwyer continued that the property owner 
applied for a shed permit in 2019, paid the fee but did not acquire the shed right away.  Mayor Dwyer 
explained that then COVID hit and the project got delayed and only now is looking to finally complete 
the project, but his permit has since expired and it is required they pay an additional $75 to extend the 
permit.  Mayor Dwyer stated that the initial permit fee that the resident paid was $115 and he’s asking 
the Board for consideration in waiving the additional fee.  Mayor Dwyer added that the property owner 
explained that he should have the shed in 5 to 6 weeks and the project would then be completed.  The 
Board was in agreeance that due to COVID it has been impossible to find a contractor and even more 
difficult to get anything shipped on time.  On a motion by Trustee Alley, seconded by Trustee Conklin, it 
was: 
 
RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the request of the property owner of 33 McGarrah Road 
and extended the shed permit an additional 6 months and waived the additional permit of $75 for said 
extension.  The Board of Trustees instructed Village Clerk Baxter to notify the Building Department.   
 
  



Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Conklin and Houle  
Nays: None 
 
Mayor Dwyer continued that due to COVID and in an effort to keep people safe and protect one another, 
he did not permit garage sales.  He had his own feelings that he was concerned about in regards to the 
adherence of social distancing and the handling of things that were for sale.  Mayor Dwyer stated that he 
has been looking for a downturn in cases, confirmed deaths, etc. and at this point he would like the Board 
to weigh in on the topic.  Trustee Alley stated that her feeling all along was that people need to take 
responsibility of their own lives but that there should be protocols in place by the homeowners that 
include providing hand sanitizer and gloves if necessary.  People are so used to being safe that it is a good 
time to open them back up. 
 
Trustee Behringer stated that she knew of someone in the Town of Monroe that held a garage sale 
because she was moving and that there were no issues.  She even suggested that people put signs out to 
tell people to wear a mask, or how many people are allowed in at one time. 
 
Trustee Conklin asked Administrative Sergeant Krauss if the Village put on their garage sale permits 
that they need to wear masks and they have social distance, what recourse do they have if they stumble 
across a garage sale and those requirements are not being followed. Administrative Sergeant Krauss 
replied that it is more or less about education.  The homeowners can request that the people leave their 
property and if they don’t want to leave the police could get involved.  Administrative Sergeant Krauss 
also suggested that the homeowner put up a sign stating that patrons should be wearing masks, etc.  
Trustee Conklin asked that if there is a garage sale and no one is adhering to the wearing of face masks 
can the Village shut them down.  Trustee Houle interjected and stated that mask policy is a Department 
of Health issue not a law enforcement issue.  The Village can encourage mask wearing and social 
distancing but they cannot have a law enforcement agency where someone is not wearing a mask. 
 
Trustee Houle stated that her opinion is that if the Village can have a Farmer’s Market, then they can 
have garage sales.  The Village is not hosting a garage sale and they are not making anyone go to a garage 
sale.  These are people who feel comfortable enough to allow these people onto their property and touch 
stuff that they are probably going to throw out anyway, so she is ok with allowing garage sales.   
 
Trustee Alley asked if they could add a disclaimer to their garage sale permit that they would adhere to 
social distancing and Trustee Conklin stated that is where she was going with what she was saying and 
was in support of that.  Mayor Dwyer asked Counsel if the could write up these additional things in 
regards to the CDC protocols and Attorney Terhune replied she thought that they could be added but 
enforcing something like that would be very difficult.  Trustee Alley asked if they could just make a 
recommendation instead of enforcing it and Attorney Terhune replied that the better way to do it would 
be to add a disclaimer stating that the permit holder is going to adhere to the CDC recommendations.  
That’s as far as she suggested it go.  Mayor Dwyer requested that Village Clerk Baxter add the 
disclaimer to the bottom of the permit when people come in for their garage sale permits. 
 
Village Clerk Baxter agreed to do that and explained the process of obtaining a garage sale permit to the 
Board, and that the permit needs to be signed by the person requesting the permit.  Village Clerk Baxter 
explained that this too would be handled like all the other items that her Department covers and that it 
will be by appointment only.  Village Clerk Baxter continued that her only concern is the handling of 
cash and requested that the Board allow the Clerk’s Office to request only a check or money order to 
limit their handling of cash during this time.  Mayor Dwyer asked how much the permit cost and Village 
Clerk Baxter replied it was $2.50.  Trustee Houle suggested that since they are still in a State of 
Emergency that the garage sale permit fee is waived just like they are currently waiving the outdoor café 
permit.  Attorney Terhune stated that there would be no issues with that. 
 
Mayor Dwyer added the primary difference between garage sales and the Farmer’s Market is that you 
are not getting into the Farmer’s Market without a face mask.  The Department of Agriculture could 
shut them down.  On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Behringer, it was: 
 
RESOLVED,  the Board of Trustees approved the waiver of the garage sale permit fee of $2.50 for the 
duration of the Village of Monroe’s State of Emergency and requested that Village Clerk Baxter prepare 
a statement to attach to the permit that garage sale permit holders and attendees follow the current CDC 
and Department of Health guidelines. 
 
Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Conklin and Houle  
Nays: None 
 
Mayor Dwyer continued that the annual September 11th Ceremony will be held and he has been working 
with the Police Department, the different agencies and the interfaith communities.  Mayor Dwyer that it 
is a somewhat virtual event, a live event but virtual to some extent.  In prior years it has been quite a 



large event, so it’s prudent for the Village to hold the event but at the same time protect the community.  
They are just finishing up the details and they will be following the same format as in years past.  Mayor 
Dwyer stated that they are considering candles for only those that perished rather than everyone in 
attendance.  The Town of Monroe and Board of Trustees will each take a section and they will socially 
distance.  The walkways will be marked and if you cannot be 6 feet apart, you will have to wear a mask.  
Mayor Dwyer shared that the event this year will begin at 6PM, not 7PM, because it is a Friday and they 
are making concessions to allow both Rabbi’s to participate and thereby allowing them time to get back 
for services. 
 
Mayor Dwyer shared with the Board that this coming Friday he should receive the 3rd and final bid for 
the gate for Smithfield Court which will allow it to be closed to vehicular traffic.  He stated that both the 
Police Department and the DPW have done a review throughout the Village of traffic signs that are 
currently in place and found a recurrent theme of no stop signs at intersections.  He could not speak to 
the history of it but the DPW has ordered signs and installing them in the proper places as they arrive. 
 
Trustee Houle shared that the Village has two new businesses on Lake Street, Artyxs Bakery and 
Lovebites Café, and are two really great additions to the downtown.  She also wished everyone a 
wonderful school year, in whatever format it will be. 
 
Trustee Behringer stated that she likes seeing the direction that the Village is going in and is also excited 
about the two new businesses and the people supporting them. 
 
Trustee Alley wished her best to the Trustee candidates and looked forward to continuing with the 
projects they are working on in the Village. 
 
Trustee Conklin stated that she was late to the stop sign discussion and asked Mayor Dwyer if there are 
streets that they should add stop signs too and Mayor Dwyer replied yes.  Trustee Conklin replied that 
they need to do a resolution to do that.  Mayor Dwyer replied that he would check with Counsel.  
Attorney Terhune replied that a resolution was necessary but thought that the Board was going to list the 
streets now that needed the stop signs and the Board would resolve to add them.  Attorney Terhune  
explained that she looked at the local law and explained that they did not need to pass a local law to add 
them, that it could be done by resolution, and apologized for any confusion.  Mayor Dwyer replied that 
they would table this, no signs would be placed in place until the meeting of the 22nd, at which time they 
will have a list in advance, go through them one by one and check them off and then pass a resolution.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   # PRESENT 3    TIME: 8:22 PM 
 
Resident John Karl suggested Bobby Lord as the second singer for the 9/11 ceremony.  He was a big 
name back in the late 60’s and 70’s and Mayor Dwyer replied that he would. 
 
Mr. Karl asked for the status of the FAR Law.  Mayor Dwyer replied that they are coming down the 
home stretch with the Village Planner’s and both Bonnie Fransen and Ted Fink are doing a final 
iteration and they could possibly have something for the 1st meeting in October. 
 
Mr. Karl asked about the lilli pads and water chestnuts on Mombasha Lake because the whole southern 
part of the lake is in full bloom and even the north part by the spillway and down the westside along the 
shoreline and it has become quite noticeable.  Mayor Dwyer replied that he spoke with Glenn Sullivan 
Solitude Lake Management and asked back in August for a report and a plan going forward for another 
3 to 5 window of what they are going to deal with and how they are going to deal with it.  He hasn’t 
received it yet but this is a reminder for him to follow up on it and he will circle back on it. 
 
Mr. Karl continued that this coming Thursday there is a public scooping session under SEQRA on the 
capacity and longevity of the OC Sewer District Plant at 2PM.  It is going to be a remote meeting.  Mayor 
Dwyer stated that if anyone was interested he could have Village Clerk Baxter publish the meeting details 
on Constant Contact.  Mr. Karl agreed that was a good idea because there has to be a mechanism to 
make things equal for everyone and those that ae putting the burden on the system should be paying 
more than those that aren’t.  Most municipalities are built up or close to built up and all costs are going 
to go up.   
 
Mr. Karl stated that the hydrogen sulfide smell down in the Village has been really bad the last couple of 
days and Mayor Dwyer agreed.  Mr. Karl stated that he was on his bike up by the pump station on 
Greycourt Road and the odor lingered up there.  That is where the issue is.  It is coming out of Moodna 
not Blooming Grove.  Mayor Dwyer replied that he has been speaking with Bob Grey who is the Deputy 
under Anthony Griffin and they have been communicating the last several weeks.  Mike Dwyer from the 
sewer district said to just change the filters and they have been replaced.  Mayor Dwyer continued that 
now that they know that the filters definitively don’t work, asked what is the next step.  Mayor Dwyer 
stated that the Board of Trustees, in whatever way that they can and with the assistance of Counsel, is to 



draft a letter to Orange County Sewer District #1.  Mayor Dwyer stated that they aren’t good stewards 
and he isn’t afraid to say it that publicly.  He is fed up with the nonsense and the rhetoric.  Mayor Dwyer 
said that it was a disgrace they way they pointed their fingers at one another when science should be the 
order of the day.  Mayor Dwyer stated that he wants answers.  The Village of Monroe is the most 
beautiful Village in Orange County and he is sick of the ponds being blamed for the smell when it’s the 
bypass over the Airplane Park.  Mr. Karl reiterated that he believes that it is Moodna. 
 
Mr. Karl thanked the Board for getting the signs up so quickly in his development and that he 
appreciated. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Behringer, and carried, following a 5 minute recess, 
the Board convened in Executive Session at 8:34 PM for discussion of ongoing litigation.   
 
Executive Session Minutes compiled by Mayor Dwyer. 
 
OPEN SESSION: on a motion by Trustee Behringer seconded by Trustee Houle and carried, the Open 
Meeting resumed at 9:27 PM. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Conklin and carried, no further business, the 
meeting was adjourned at 9:27 PM.     
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Ann-Margret Baxter 
Village Clerk  
 
 


