
PUBLIC HEARING 12.19.19 – 7:00 PM 

PROPOSED LOCAL LAW 

“AMENDMENT – CH. 200, ZONING, ESTABLISH FLOOR AREA RATIOS (FAR) FOR SINGLE-

FAMILY DETACHED DWELLINGS & TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS”   

 

Due to inclement weather, the two public hearings that were slated for Tuesday December 17, 

2019 were rescheduled and held on Thursday December 19, 2019 in the boardroom of the Village Hall, 7 

Stage Road, Monroe, NY at 7:00 PM.  The first public hearing was to review a proposed Local Law 

entitled “Amending Chapter 200, Establish Floor Area Ratios (FAR) for Single-Family Detached and 

Two-Family Dwellings.”  The Village Board of Trustees finds and determines that public interest would 

be served by amending Chapter 200, Zoning, to protect the established character of the community and 

avert potential adverse environmental impacts.  

 

Present: Mayor Dwyer, Trustees Conklin, Behringer and Houle 

Also present: Attorney Terhune, Village Clerk Baxter, Deputy Clerk Zahra and Police Chief Guzman 

 

Absent: Trustee Alley (conflict due to meeting date change) 

 

On a motion by Trustee Conklin, seconded by Trustee Behringer, and carried, the public hearings were 

opened at 7:05 PM.   

 

There were 4 people from the public present for the public hearings.  Written comment regarding 

Introductory Local Law #17 of 2019, Amendment to Ch. 200, Establish Floor Area Ratios (FAR) was 

received and on file in the Clerk’s office.  The public hearings were left open for 10 minutes. 

 

Resident John Karl stated that he agreed with the concept of the proposed local law but needed some 

clarification on some of the language used in the proposed law.  Mr. Karl referenced Section 1 “Purpose” 

of the proposed local law and asked what that meant.  Attorney Terhune replied that it is applicable to 

those that are in the applicability section that is set out on page 2 of the proposed local law.  Mr. Karl 

replied that he saw that but found the language to be confusing. 

 

Mr. Karl asked why the proposed local law stated only one and two family homes, why not three and four 

family homes.  Attorney Terhune replied that three and four family homes fall under multiple family 

dwellings and they have a different set of standards. 

 

Mr. Karl stated that on Skunnemunk Street there were multiple homes torn down and 3, two family 

homes were put up and asked if those lot lines were merged together.  Mayor Dwyer replied that the 

duplexes were on their own lots, 3 lots, and they received their permits prior to the Village going into a 

moratorium.  Mr. Karl asked what precludes someone from buying three lots, taking the homes down, 

merging the lot lines and making it one big lot.  Mayor Dwyer replied that there is a law currently on the 

book that prevents people from doing that.  Mr. Karl reiterated that he agrees with the concept of the law 

and the Village of Monroe does not need homes that are three stories high and go from lot line to lot line. 

 

Resident Phillip Valenza commented that the proposed local law seems very restrictive and asked why 

they are punishing the homeowners.  Mr. Valenza stated that he understands what the Village is trying to 

prevent but this law would prevent him from adding on. 

 

Trustee Behringer replied that she lives in a high ranch also and asked if he lived in an SR 10 or SR 20 

zone.  Mr. Valenza replied that he knows how to read the law, he is a Building Inspector by profession, 

and the law is very restrictive.  If he wanted to add a three car garage onto his home with a rec room over 

the top, he won’t be able to do it now.  It’s too restrictive and he suggested modifying the percentages 

used to calculate the floor area ratio.  Mr. Valenza continued that the proposed law is punishing people 

who have lived here a long time and pay a lot in taxes.  It seems to be preventing people from expanding 

their homes in any way. 

 

Attorney Terhune notified the Board that she has not yet heard back from the County and she 

recommended that the Board keep the public hearing open to allow for additional comments from the 

public once the County comments come in. 

 

With no further comments or questions, on a motion by Trustee Conklin, seconded by Trustee Behringer 

and carried, the public hearing was adjourned till the next Board Meeting on January 7th at 7:15 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PUBLIC HEARING 12.19.19 – 7:15 PM 

PROPOSED LOCAL LAW 

“AMENDMENT – CH. 155, PEDDLING & SOLICITNG” 

 

A Public Hearing was held on Thursday December 19, 2019 in the boardroom of the Village Hall, 

7 Stage Road, Monroe, NY at 7:15 PM to review a Proposed Local Law entitled “Amendment to Chapter 

155, Peddling and Soliciting” which would establish a bonding requirement of all applicants engaging in 

door-to-door solicitation within the Village of Monroe.  

 

Present: Mayor Dwyer, Trustees Conklin, Behringer and Houle 

Also present: Attorney Terhune, Village Clerk Baxter, Deputy Clerk Zahra and Police Chief Guzman 

 

Absent: Trustee Alley (conflict due to meeting date change) 

 

On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Conklin, and carried, the public hearing was  

opened at 7:16 PM.   

 

There were 4 people from the public present for the public hearings.  There was no additional written 

correspondence received.  The public hearing was left open for 5 minutes. 

 

Attorney Terhune explained that the amendment to Chapter 155 of the Village Code would require 

bonding for anyone acquiring a permit for peddling and soliciting in the Village of Monroe.  Resident 

John Karl asked if those petitioning for political and religious reasons would be exempt and Attorney 

Terhune replied that they would.  Trustee Houle added that particular exemption is included already in 

the original code which states the exemptions for religious and political purposes. 

 

With no further comments or questions, on a motion by Trustee Conklin, seconded by Trustee Houle and 

carried, the public hearing was closed at 7:20 PM. 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 19, 2019  

(www.villageofmonroe.org) 

 

Following the public hearings on Introductory Local Law #17 & 18 of 2019, the first of the bi-monthly 

meetings of the Board of Trustees was held on Thursday December19, 2019 beginning at 7:20 PM in the 

Boardroom of the Village Hall, 7 Stage Road, Monroe, New York.  Mayor Neil Dwyer called the meeting 

to order and led in the pledge to the flag.  Emergency exits were announced. 

 

Present:  Mayor Dwyer; Trustees Conklin, Behringer and Houle  

Also present: Attorney Terhune, Village Clerk Baxter, Deputy Clerk Zahra and Police Chief Guzman 

 

Absent:  Trustee Alley (conflict due to meeting date change) 

               Treasurer Murray (personal) 

               Building Inspector Cocks (conflict) 

               Water Plant Operator Mabee 

 

BUDGETARY TRANSFERS / MODIFICATIONS: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Conklin, seconded by Trustee Houle, with all in favor, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorized the Treasurer to make the following fund transfers / 

modifications to balance the budget: 
From:  Description  To:  Description  Amount  
     

None 
     

 Budget Modifications  
     

A.5731 BANS Appropriated A.5142.240 Snow Removal Equip 
    
53,563.00  

A.5731 BANS Appropriated A.5110.250 St Maint Other Equip 
    
90,437.00  

A.2706 Grants fm Local Govts A.3120.230 PD Motor Vehicles 
    
47,225.00  

A.2706 Grants fm Local Govts A.3120.250 PD Other Equipment 
    
12,775.00  

 

 

 

 

 



POLICE PROMOTION – ANTHONY J. GROSSO, SERGEANT: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Conklin, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepted the recommendation of Police Chief Guzman and approved 

the appointment of Detective Anthony J. Grosso to the position of Sergeant, effective December 20, 2019 

at the starting Sergeant salary of $104,415.00 as per the agreement between the Village of Monroe and 

the Monroe Police Benevolent Association. All requirements of the Orange County Department of 

Human Resources Certification List of Eligibles for Exam #78297I have been fulfilled, and the necessary 

MSD 426 will be forwarded to the Department of Human Resources.   

 

Mayor Dwyer stated that due to the 12/17/19 meeting postponement due to weather, Sergeant Grosso will 

be present at the 1/7/20 meeting for his formal swearing in. 

 

Ayes: Trustees Conklin, Behringer and Houle  

Nays: None 

 

AGREEMENT:  O. C. TOWN & VILLAGES DRUG AND ALCOHOL TESTING 2020 – PARTNERS 

IN SAFETY: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Houle seconded by Trustee Conklin, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the Drug & Alcohol renewal agreement for 2020, 

Town and Villages of Orange County whereby Partner’s in Safety under the terms and conditions of the 

agreement shall provide the Village of Monroe with drug testing that meets the compliance of the US 

Department of Transportation, requiring alcohol and drug testing of safety sensitive employees.  

Complete DOT random testing program is $48/test.  Pre-employment, post-accident, reasonable cause or 

follow-up testing performed during business hours at the rates quoted in the agreement.  It is further: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board authorized Mayor Dwyer to sign the agreement with Partner’s in Safety. 

 

Ayes: Trustees Conklin, Behringer and Houle  

Nays: None 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT SURPLUS / DISPOSAL: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Conklin, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees declared the following non-working Police Department equipment 

surplus and of no value and authorized its removal from inventory: 

 

Tasers (Expired and no longer supported by Axon): 

X26P, S/N X12001W66 (2014) 

X26P, S/N X1200242D (2014) 

X26, S/N X00-700699 (2012) 

X26, S/N X00-546029 (2010) 

 

Ayes: Trustees Conklin, Behringer and Houle  

Nays: None 

 

EVENT APPLICATION – MONROE HOLIDAY MAGIC – LOVEBITES CHOCOLATE SHOPPE, 

12/21/19: 

 

An event application was submitted by Lovebites Chocolate Shoppe, 2 Lake Street, to host an event 

entitled “Monroe Holiday Magic” on Saturday, December 20, 2019 from 1PM to 4PM.  The event will 

include in-store events including holiday characters present, as well as 2 alpacas outside their location for 

children to walk, or across the street.  The application was reviewed by the DPW, Building and Police 

Departments.  There is no additional cost for additional Police services, but one officer working on 

straight time from 1PM to 3PM from patrol and a C-line officer will assist from 3:00-4:00PM.  All 

necessary insurance documents have been submitted and the $50.00 application fee has been paid, 

however approval is contingent upon approval from the Orange County Parks Department to utilize the 

grassy area across the street, adjacent to the Heritage Trail, for the alpacas.  On a motion by Trustee 

Conklin, seconded by Trustee Behringer, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, contingent upon approval from the Orange County Parks Department to use the grassy 

area across the street from Lovebites Chocolate Shoppe adjacent to the Heritage Trail for the alpacas, 



the Board approves the request of Lovebites Chocolate Shoppe, 2 Lake Street, to host their “Monroe 

Holiday Magic” event on Saturday, December 20, 2019 from 1PM to 4M.   

 

Ayes: Trustees Conklin, Behringer and Houle  

Nays: None 

 

REQUEST TO TRAVEL – HUDSON VALLEY WATER WORKS LAB COURSE – M. HIPSMAN: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Conklin seconded by Trustee Behringer, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board approved the attendance of Michael Hipsman at the Hudson Valley Water 

Works Lab Course, Tuesday, February 11, 2020 from 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM in Middletown, NY.  This one 

day hands on course is intended for renewal credits for Grade “A” operators as well as initial 

certification course (5 Contact Hours) for all those that take a correspondence (any grade) course.  The 

cost per participant is $75 and includes breakfast and lunch, and is to be allocated from budget line 

F.8330.472, Purification Education. The attendee will be driving his personal vehicle and a voucher will 

be submitted for mileage reimbursement at a rate of .54¢/mile.  

 

Trustee Houle asked if there was an opportunity for Mr. Hipsman to utilize a company vehicle as she 

thought the Village was trying to get away from employees utilizing their own vehicles for travel.  Trustee 

Conklin replied that historically they did utilize their own cars for this training, but would speak with 

Water Plant Operator Mabee and ask for him to make arrangements for a Village vehicle be made 

available to Mr. Hipsman that day. 

 

Ayes: Trustees Conklin, Behringer and Houle  

Nays: None 

 

CUMBERLAND FARMS BOND RELEASE:  

 

Mayor Dwyer asked Village Clerk Baxter if she had received any paperwork regarding the replacement 

of dead shrubbery and she replied she had not.  Mayor Dwyer added that he recalled that there had been 

a discussion regarding plantings that needed to be replaced but was unsure of the specifics.   

 

Trustee Houle asked if the Planning Board had reviewed this and Attorney Terhune replied that the 

memo from the Building Department did state that the monies pertained to a landscaping warranty.  

Attorney Terhune continued that the Board could approve the refund of the $10,000 upon confirmation 

of the shrub replacement or monies would be held back to cover that. 

 

Resident John Karl interjected and stated that Cumberland Farms had an irrigation system installed and 

after the last cold snap it turned on and dumped water, which then froze, into the street. 

 

Mayor Dwyer stated that he would like to get confirmation from the Planning Board regarding the 

shrubbery replacement as well as look into whether or not the sprinkler system was installed properly.  

This matter was tabled this matter to the January 7, 2020 meeting.  

 

PLANT FITNESS BOND REDUCTION:  

 

On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Behringer, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepted the recommendation of the Village’s Building Inspector, 

James Cocks, and approved the reduction of the improvement bond issued for Plant Fitness located at 

475 Rt. 17M in Monroe, from $113,998.10 to $5,000 for a one year landscaping warranty.   Building 

Inspector Cocks inspected the site, and along with consulting with the Village’s engineering firm, Lanc & 

Tully, and finds the site to be in full compliance with the approved plans.    

 

Ayes: Trustees Conklin, Behringer and Houle 

Nays: None 

 

Trustee Houle commented how nice the parking lot looks now.  The flow of traffic is much better and the 

addition of the other stop sign has also added to the flow of traffic.  Mayor Dwyer added that it is a nice 

addition after the building had been empty for so many years. 

 

ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW # 14 OF 2019, AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 155, PEDDLING & 

SOLICITING:  

 

On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Behringer, it was: 

 



WHEREAS, an introductory Local Law, titled “AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 155, PEDDLING & 

SOLICITING,” was introduced before the Board of Trustees of the Village of Monroe on December 3, 

2019; and 

  

WHEREAS, a duly published and posted hearing was held on said Local Law on December 19, 2019, 

whereat public discussion was heard concerning the merits of said Local Law and after hearing from all 

those present wishing to speak and acknowledging that no written comments had been received, the 

Board of Trustees declared the public hearing closed; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees determined that this was a Type II action pursuant to the regulations 

implementing the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), requiring no further SEQRA 

action.   

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the introductory Local Law, titled “AMENDMENT TO 

CHAPTER 155 OF THE VILLAGE CODE, “PEDDLING & SOLICITING,” of the Village of Monroe be 

and hereby is adopted on December 19, 2019, as Local Law No. 15 of 2019 of the Village of Monroe. 

 

Ayes: Trustees Conklin, Behringer and Houle    

Nays: None 

 

LOCAL LAW #14 OF 2019 

AMENDING CHAPTER 155 OF THE VILLAGE CODE, “PEDDLING AND SOLICITING” 

 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Monroe, County of 

Orange, State of New York, as follows: 

 

Section 1.  Legislative Findings, Purpose and intent. 

 

The Village Board of Trustees finds and determines that the cost of enforcing the Village’s 

Peddling and Soliciting law by violators of said law should not be borne by the Village taxpayers, but by 

those who violate the law. 

 

 Section 2.  Authority. 

 

This local law is enacted by the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Monroe pursuant to its 

authority to adopt local laws under the New York State Constitution, Article IX, Section 10 of the 

Municipal Home Rule Law, and Section 7-718(6) of Village Law.   

 

  Section 3.  Chapter 155, titled, “Peddling and Soliciting,” of the Code of the Village of 

Monroe is hereby amended as follows:   

 

Section 15-5, titled, “Registration of solicitors,” is hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced by the 

following: 

        § 155-5 Registration of solicitors. 

Unless otherwise exempt under this chapter, all persons, including each person within an entity, desiring 

to engage in door-to-door solicitation within the Village, prior to doing so, shall submit a completed 

application to the licensing officer requesting a certificate. 

A new Section 155-22, titled, “Bonding requirements,” shall be added as follows: 

 

        § 155-22 Bonding requirements. 

A. Prior to the issuance of any certificate, each individual applicant shall file with the Village Clerk 

either a bond running to the Village with good and sufficient surety, in such form to be approved 

by the Village Attorney; or an equal amount in cash (or equivalent) to be held in escrow. The 

amount of said bond or cash shall be set by Resolution of the Board of Trustees and amended 

from time-to-time in the same manner, subject to a public hearing on no less than five (5) days’ 

notice.  In no event shall the amount be less than one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) or 

more than twenty-five hundred dollars ($2,500).  Said bond or amount shall remain in escrow for 

the term of the license and shall be conditioned to indemnify and pay the Village for any penalties 

or costs incurred in the enforcement of any of the provisions of this chapter. 

 

    B. The aforesaid bond or amount shall be declared forfeited upon proof of: 

(1) Falsification in the application for a certificate.   

(2) Violation of any of the provisions of this chapter by the applicant or his agents, servants, or employees. 

 

    C. The Board of Trustees may, by resolution, exempt persons from the bond and fee requirements, 

provided that the applicant satisfies the Board that the nature of his or her activity does not jeopardize 

the position of the Village or the protection given herein to the residents. 



Section 4.  Supersession, of Inconsistent Laws, if any.  The Village Board of Trustees hereby 

declares its legislative intent to supersede any provision of any local law, rule, or regulation and any 

provision of the state Village Law or other special law that may be declared inconsistent or in conflict 

with this local law.  The courts are specifically requested to take notice of this legislative intent and apply 

such intent in the event the Village has failed to specify any provision of law that may require 

supersession. The Village Board hereby declares that it would have enacted this local law and superseded 

such provision had it been apparent. 

 

Section 5.  Severability. 

 

If any section, part or provision of this local law or the application thereof to any person, property 

or circumstance is adjudged invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such judgment shall be 

confined in its operation to the section, part, provision or application directly and expressly adjudged 

invalid and shall not affect or impair the validity of the remainder of this local law or the application 

thereof, 

 

Section 6.  Effective Date. 

 

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.  

 

MAYOR & TRUSTEE’S REPORT: 

 

Attorney Terhune asked the Board if they wished to proceed with the adoption of Introductory Local 

Law #16 of 2019 “One Way Streets” since the public hearing was closed at the last Board Meeting.  

Attorney Terhune added that there was some question as to losing CHIPS moneywhich was looked in to.  

The Village would lose monies but she wasn’t sure how much since she didn’t know how long the road 

was, but advised the Board they could talk action and adopt it this evening.  Mayor Dwyer replied that he 

requested that the road be measured to determine what that number would be and requested the matter 

be tabled till the next meeting. 

 

Attorney Terhune also stated that the public hearing Introductory Local Law #15 of 2019 “Amendment 

to Ch. 200, Zoning, Transient Housing” (referred to as short term rentals) was also closed.  Attorney 

Terhune added that the County did not receive the first referral from her, she submitted it again, they 

did get it, but they still have not responded.  The adoption of that proposed local law could be done next 

month. 

 

Attorney Terhune continued that she also sent out the inter-municipal agreement for water between the 

Village of Monroe and the Town of Monroe Smith Farm Water District.  Mayor Dwyer asked for 

confirmation that this inter-municipal agreement is with the Town of Monroe only and Attorney Terhune 

replied that it was. 

 

Mayor Dwyer continued and stated that it had been brought to his attention the possibly of wells on the 

property on the Town side that was supposedly part of the procurement to the Village for supplying 

water.  Attorney Terhune replied that that would be part of the agreement with the property developer 

BMG, not this inter-municipal agreement with the Town.  Mayor Dwyer added if the wells were viable 

and the Village needed access to that water, it would be a different conversation.  Attorney Terhune 

replied that would be a conversation that the Village would need to have with the owner of the property 

and asked Mayor Dwyer if the Town of Monroe was having the same conversation with the property 

owner.  Mayor Dwyer replied that the Town asked for the water but he doesn’t know where the 

conversation went after that.  Attorney Terhune stated that it is a conversation that the Village can start 

with the developer of the property but suggested speaking with the Planning Board first to see what the 

status of the wells are, was it part of the approval that they be abandoned, check the facts first, and then 

approach the owner of the property.  The Village is well aware that under state law you can provide 

water to properties outside of the Village but if there is a water emergency in the Village, Village 

residents will take priority.  Attorney Terhune added that this agreement is consistent with all the other 

types of IMA’s that the Village has with the Town to supply water to residents within the Town.  The 

Village reads the meters and supplies a bill to the Town for usage.  The Town pays the Village directly 

and the Town sends the bills out because the Town can re-levy those properties and the Village cannot.  

Mayor Dwyer added that the Village will provide the individual bill as well as the summary so they can 

have both and Attorney Terhune agreed. 

 

Mayor Dwyer questioned Section 3 of the agreement and the number of dwellings listed of 137.  He stated 

he believed that there 121.  Attorney Terhune replied that she picked that number up directly from the 

approvals but would check the number again.  Attorney Terhune also stated that before she is given 

approval to submit to the Town of Monroe she will make sure it is what complies with what is in district. 

 



Trustee Houle commented that she is glad to see that a district was formed and Mayor Dwyer agreed.  

Attorney Terhune asked if she had the Board’s permission to send it to the Town Attorney for review and 

Mayor Dwyer replied that she did and would await clarification on the number of dwellings listed in 

Section 3.  Attorney Terhune reiterated that she pulled that number directly from the approvals but 

would verify it.  Attorney Terhune also stated that Village Clerk Baxter had just notified her that the 

billing dates listed in Section 7 were wrong, so she would make that adjustment as well. 

 

Trustee Houle added that tomorrow would be the last day that the Monroe Police Department would be 

collecting toys for their Toys for Tots program.  She asked anyone interested in participating to drop a 

unwrapped new toy in the lobby of the station.  She added by wishing everyone a very happy, healthy and 

safe holiday season.  

 

Trustee Behringer congratulated the DPW on their great efforts on picking up the leaves in the Village 

after the early snow storm.  Trustee Behringer added that it was nice to see the Ambulance playing 

Christmas music and Santa coming through all the neighborhoods in the Village. 

 

Trustee Conklin wished everyone a beautiful Christmas, Chanukah and New Year. 

 

Mayor Dwyer stated as 2019 comes to a close he reminded everyone that it was the year of the Village’s 

125th Anniversary.  Mayor Dwyer continued that he is very proud of being a part of this community and 

offered his best wishes for a happy and healthy New Year. 

 

Attorney Terhune requested an Executive Session to bring the Board of to date of pending litigation. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   # PRESENT 4    TIME: 7:45 PM 

 

Resident Paulette Browne apologized for arriving late and missing the public hearing regarding the 

proposed FAR law.  Ms. Browne stated that the Town of Chester is being sued for discrimination over 

housing.  Ms. Browne suggested to the Board that they reach out to the Town of Chester and see what 

their lawsuit states and be very specific when wording the Village’s local laws.  Ms. Browne also 

suggested sitting down with the people from Chester to review it in detail.  Ms. Browne also commented 

on how disappointing it was to see no one present at the meeting.  People do all this complaining on social 

media but then never turn up when it matters. 

 

Resident Phillip Valenza commented that he reviewed the FAR schedule in the proposed local law and it 

appears that for homes that sit on a ¼ or ½ acre lot, they can only increase their home by 600 sq. feet and 

that isn’t a lot.  Mr. Valenza again stated that he understands what the Board is trying to accomplish but 

how many properties in the Village of Monroe are actually over a ½ acre in size?  Trustee Houle replied 

she did not have the specifics in front of her, but not many.  Trustee Houle continued that she is not 

originally from this area, but from where she was from on Staten Island, she saw many beautiful, old 

homes taken down and new larger ones put up.  What they saw happen in those areas with much larger 

homes, was an increase in flooding, no driveway or garage space, increase in double parking.  Trustee 

Houle continued that when the Board of Trustees started talking about this proposed local law the 

purpose of developing these floor area ratios is to avoid the bigger homes that are going to take up so 

much of the Village’s impervious ground area.  There is no other idea to this other than to preserve the 

character of our area.  Mr. Valenza asked how many properties are over ½ acre and Trustee Houle 

replied that she didn’t have that information in front of her.  Mr. Valenza reiterated that he understands 

what they are trying to accomplish but suggested perhaps 20% would be more appropriate.  Trustee 

Houle replied that perhaps there is some more wiggle room but this is why they hold public hearings.  It 

allows people to come, review the proposed local law and make comments. Trustee Houle added that the 

Board of Trustees would take his comments into consideration when continuing to review local law. 

 

Resident John Karl asked if dumpsters were supposed to have enclosures around them and Mayor 

Dwyer replied that they were.  Mr. Karl continued that 1 Stage Road and the Plum House have 

dumpsters in the rear parking lot without enclosures and it looks horrible.  Mr. Karl stated again that the 

no parking signs are illegal since they are on Village property. 

 

Mr. Karl also asked for an update on the proposed property maintenance law and Mayor Dwyer replied 

they would get back into it in the New Year.  

 

Mr. Karl provided the Board and Counsel with paperwork he received from the Department of Health 

regarding water consumption and usages that he obtained.  It may be important to review when talking 

about Smith Farm.  Mr. Karl continued that regarding consumptions and different water usage formulas 

that the Department of Health are now agreeing with developments being built in and around the Village 

of Kyras Joel.  Consumption is reported at 71.6 gallons per bedroom and if you have a 5 bedroom house 

that is over 350 gallons per day.  Mr. Karl shared that prior to his retiring, he used 180 gallons per day 

when reviewing things that was for your standalone home with water saving devices, etc.  Mr. Karl added 



that the documentation that he provided shows that there is definitely a higher demand for water with 

the structures that are being built.  Mr. Karl continued that during his administration as Mayor the 

Village was in negotiations with Smith Farm to build their own water tank up on the hill and they were 

supposed to use their own wells, and he thought there was a certain maximum daily amount of water that 

the Village was supposed to sell to them.  He believes that a lot of that got changed when the million 

dollar water tank got built up on Van Keuren Court and the old one was demolished.  Mr. Karl stated 

that it is something that the Board should take a look at. 

 

Mr. Karl shared with the Board that Karl Martin sends his best wishes.   

 

Resident Paulette Brown shared that she has had a problem every winter with her driveway getting 

plowed in and snow being dumped at the end of her driveway.  She has had this problem on and off for 

the 30 years that she has lived here.  She shared that she saw some relief with former DPW 

Superintendent Walt Reynolds and it was finally resolved with former Superintendent Brian Smith.  Ms. 

Browne shared that Mr. Smith commented that the men didn’t know how to plow a circle and he would 

teach them how to do it. 

 

Ms. Browne continued that the problem has resurfaced again and she is fed up.  She called to complain 

and things haven’t gotten any better.  She shared that the Secretary told her to put her complaint in 

writing and they would pay attention to that.  Ms. Browne stated that she shouldn’t have to come to a 

Board Meeting to complain about snow removal.  Trustee Conklin stated that she would speak with DPW 

HEO Giudice and have the matter resolved. 

 

Resident Mark Shahid, 3 Gleneagles Court was in attendance and asked for an update on his request for 

a license agreement for a retaining wall he is building on his property.  Mayor Dwyer replied that 

Tuesday night’s meeting was postponed and Building Inspector Cocks was supposed to present to the 

Board at that meeting and he wasn’t able to attend tonight’s meeting.  Mayor Dwyer asked for 

forgiveness and stated that he would sit with the Building Inspector and one of the Trustees and learn 

about what is involved.  Mayor Dwyer continued that from what he understands there are two issues, the 

wall is on Village property and also in the Orange & Rockland right of way.  Mr. Shahid replied that the 

contractor is willing to move the wall at his own expense from the Village property, but that Building 

Inspector Cocks doesn’t want to sign off on the permit because it is on the easement.  Mr. Shahid 

continued that no one seems to know where that easement is and where it is documented.  No one seems 

to know what the language is that refers to the easement. 

 

Mayor Dwyer asked if he had a copy of his stamped survey and deed to his property Mr. Shahid replied 

that he did but added that it shows a 15’ easement for Orange & Rockland but no language describing 

the terms of that easement.  Attorney Terhune asked if it can’t be found on the land records and was 

there a liber page and Mr. Shahid that the one liber page he has for his property is from 1956 and shows 

the old Reynolds Road, which is no longer there, making it null and void.  Mr. Shahid stated that he was 

told to file for a permit on the wrong information.  Mr. Shahid added that when he first came into Village 

Hall he was under the impression that he only had to file a permit for a fence.  Mayor Dwyer asked if 

there was any discussion about the height and Mr. Shahid replied that before 2017 you could build a wall 

up to 4 feet without a permit but apparently that changed recently to 2 feet.  Mr. Shahid stated that he 

isn’t implying that he is going to do it without a permit regardless but he stated that he is not going to 

spend another $15,000 for being provided the wrong information and with no one being able to find any 

information regarding the language of the easement.  Mr. Shahid stated he did a lot of research 

regarding easements and while Orange & Rockland had to right to access his property through this 

easement, they do not have the right to tell him what he can do with his property. 

 

Mayor Dwyer stated he would call Mr. Shahid tomorrow and he would try and set up a meeting with 

Orange & Rockland and bring the Building Inspector in as well to try and figure out what is going on 

and get it resolved.  Attorney Terhune shared that she would be happy to attend the meeting if needed. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Conklin, seconded by Trustee Houle, with all in favor, the meeting was closed at 

8:11PM.  Following a 5-minute recess, the Board convened in Executive Session for discussion of pending 

litigation.   

 

Executive Session Minutes compiled by Mayor Dwyer. 

 

OPEN SESSION: on a motion by Trustee Houle seconded by Trustee Behringer and carried, the Open 

Meeting resumed at 9:15 PM. 

 

 

 



ADJOURNMENT: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Houle and carried, no further business, the 

meeting was adjourned at 9:20 PM.     

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Ann-Margret Baxter 

Village Clerk  

 

MONTHLY REPORTS:   

 

Department reports were accepted as file on a motion by Trustee Conklin, seconded by 

Trustee Houle, with all in favor, the department monthly reports were accepted and filed.    

 

NOVEMBER 2019 VILLAGE CLERK’S REPORT SUBMITTED BY ANN-MARGRET BAXTER, 

VILLAGE CLERK: 

 

1. Minutes prepared, processed associated correspondence and Legal Notices completed for the 

November 4th and November 17th Board of Trustees Meetings.   

2. Permits issued:    Handicap Parking:  4    Garage Sale: 0  Solicitor/Peddling: 0                     

 Road Opening: 1   Blasting Permit: 0   Liquor License: 0   Towing Permits: 0  

3. Processed 4 FOIL Requests. 

4. Processed 2 Event Applications. 

5. Public Hearing Held: 0 

6. Closed out mailing machine for month on 11/27. 

7. Bi-Weekly payroll worksheets completed and submitted. 

8. Required paperwork filed with O.C. Department of Human Resources. 

9. Oversee updates and maintenance, of Village Website and Constant Contact. (18 sent) 

10. Distribute No Solicitation list to current permit holders. (7) 

11. Daily retrieval of messages left during the day and after hours.  Forwarded messages and 

responded as required. 

12. Collected November water rents. 

13. Vouchers completed as required. Transmittal of money collected completed and bank deposits 

done.  

14. Scan and email pertinent information to Board and Attorney. 

 

NOVEMBER 2019 DPW SUBMITTED BY LARRY GIUDICE, HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR: 

 

REGULAR MAINTENANCE / VILLAGE IMPROVEMENTS: 

 

1. Garbage removal in Village and around Ponds eight times. 

2. Mowed park one time. 

3. Cleaned mowers and put them away for the winter. 

4. Leaf pickup for 21 days. 

5. Installed two wing plows. 

6. Installed three sanders. 

7. Built an ice rink on Millpond Parkway by the Commuter Lot for four days. 

8. Trimmed trees between Ponds and installed Christmas lights. 

9. Blacktopped drainage ditches behind Village Hall. 

10. Blacktopped burm on Elm Street. 

11. Paint white lines and new stop bar on Schunnemunk Road. 

12. Closed Gilbert Street due to flooding. 

13. Closed Millpond Parkway due to a truck entangled into wires. 

14. Removed Veteran banners for the winter. 

15. Cleaned the shop. 

 



NOVEMBER 2019 FILTRATION PLANT REPORT SUBMITTED BY ERNEST MABEE, CHIEF 

OPERATOR: 

 

 

Production:  Lake Mombasha 21,883,603  Gallons / 22,443,831    Gallons LY 2018 

            Well #4:                 3,262,046  Gallons /   4,415,163    Gallons LY 2018 

 

 

Consumption:                            25,145,648  Gallons / 26,858,994   Gallons LY 2018 

 

Water Samples / Testing:         Passed 

Rainfall:                                     4.74 

Reservoir:                                  -4 

 

 

Miscellaneous: 

Mark Outs 

2 Reservoir Inspections 

Final Water Reads 

Daily Equipment Maintenance at Plant and Well 

Weekly and Monthly Water Testing to Lab, All Results Good 

Painted Hydrants 

TAM here to clean Lagoons 

DEC here for Yearly Inspection 

Cleaned Filter #4 Venturi & Turbidity 

R and R Generator batteries at all buildings 

 

NOVEMBER 2019 POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT SUBMITTED BY DARWIN GUZMAN, 

CHIEF: 

 

CALLS FOR SERVICE               

 

TOTAL CALLS – 1,804 

CRIMINAL OFFENSE – 222 

ARRESTS – 54 

 

TRAFFIC REPORT 

 

TRAFFIC TICKETS – 425 

PARKING TICKETS – 211 

GAS – $2,107.72 / 1074G 

MVA – 26 

 

TRAINING  

 

Department Range 

 

Identifying Criminal Vehicles and Occupants - Berke 

 

NOVEMBER 2019 BUILDING DEPARTMENT AS SUBMITTED BY ASSISTANT BUILDING 

INSPECTOR PROULX:  

 

Building Permits Issued:     25 

Rental Inspections Completed:     16 

Title Searches Completed:     14 

Violations Issued:        3 

Building Permit Inspections performed:              80 

C.O’s Issued:       25 

Complaint Inspections:       7 

Fire Inspections:        1 

 

Open, active building permits   286 

Registered Rental Permits    388 

 

FOIL Requests:         6 

 

Building Permit Fees:               $   8,248.75 



Rental Permit Fees:                   475.00                 

Fire Inspection Fees:                            0.00 

Title Search Fees          2,100.00 

Total Fees Collected                $  10,823.75 

 

 

Monthly Assessor’s report filed 

Attend Monthly Planning Board and ZBA meetings 

Monthly report to FD for Solar 

Daily cash deposits to Clerk 

Bi Monthly mailing for expired permits and rental permit renewals 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 2019 JUSTICE COURT REPORT: 

 

Total Fines:  $25,043.00    Total Surcharges:  $7,855.00    Total Parking:  $5,965.00 

Total Civil Fees:  $1,330.00   Bail Poundage Collected: $0.00 Total Bail Forfeited:  $00.00 

Total for November:  $40,193.00 

 

Vehicle & Traffic Tickets: 400    Disposed:  320 

New Criminal Cases: 55   Disposed:  39    Civil Cases: 1   Disposed: 3 

Paid Parking Tickets: 143     Dismissed Traffic Tickets:  56 

 

MONROE FIRE DISTRICT OFFICERS 2019: 

 

Commissions: John Centofanti, Jason Kalter, Thomas M. Smith Dep. Chair, Thomas P. Sullivan, Ch. 

Secretary:  Mary Ellen Beams 

Treasurer:  Richard Goldstein 

Chief John Scherne, 1st Ass’t Chief Rich Lenahan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NOVEMBER 2019 TREASURER’S REPORT SUBMITTED BY CATHERINE MURRAY: 

 

Treasurer's Report  

 Village of Monroe  

November 2019 

 SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY (REVENUES)   
 Bank interest                                                     6,551  

 Franchises                                                    38,929  

 Rental of Real Property                                                    13,727  

 Building Permits                                                    10,599  

 Mortgage Tax                                                  113,458  

 BAN re DPW equipment                                                  144,000  

     
 SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY (EXPENDITURES)   
 Auditor                                                    22,250  

 Genl Govt Support Contractual (grant writer)                                                     9,000  

 PD Uniform Allowance                                                     9,286  

 St Maint Asphalt                                                    16,073  

 St Maint Equipment Maintenance                                                     9,856  

 Snow Removal Equipment                                                    53,563  

 Street Lighting Street                                                    11,171  

 Sidewalks General Expense                                                    21,852  

 Purification Equipment Maintenance - water fund                                                     5,188  

 Distribution General Expense                                                     5,802  

 Bond Water System Principal + Interest                                                  231,294  

  

  

  
 BAN  Principal + Interest      - General Fund                                                  275,437  

                                            - Water Fund                                                    67,454  

                                                 342,891  

  
 Workers Compensation Insurance - General Fund                                                    43,577  

                           - Water Fund                                                     8,982  

                                                   52,559  

  
 Liability Insurance - General Fund                                                    32,235  

                           - Water Fund                                                    11,816  

                                                   44,051  

  
 Health Insurance - General Fund                                                  122,554  

                           - Water Fund                                                    16,840  

                                                 139,393  

  

  

  
 STATUS OF FY2019 CONTINGENCY ACCOUNTS           CURRENT BALANCE  

 General Fund Appropriation  -budgeted   $127,505                                                  132,503  

 Water Fund Appropriation  -budgeted      $25,000                                                    25,000  

  

  

  
COMMENTS:  
We have completed 6 months of the fiscal year and expenses should be at 50%.  The expenses are at 45.3% for the General 

Fund and 48.7% for the Water Fund.   

  

  

  
 Respectfully submitted,   
 Catherine Murray   
 Treasurer    

 

 

 


