
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

TUESDAY OCTOBER 1, 2019  

(www.villageofmonroe.org) 

 

The first of the bi-monthly meetings of the Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday October 1, 2019 

beginning at 7:00 PM in the Boardroom of the Village Hall, 7 Stage Road, Monroe, New York.  Mayor 

Neil Dwyer called the meeting to order and led in the pledge to the flag.  Emergency exits were 

announced. 

 

Present:  Mayor Dwyer; Trustees Alley, Conklin, Behringer and Houle  

Also present: Attorney Terhune, Village Clerk Baxter and Deputy Clerk Zahra  

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE - NYPD OFFICER BRIAN MULKEEN: 

 

Mayor Dwyer called for a moment of silence in honor of NYPD Officer Brian Mulkeen who lost his life 

in the line of duty this past weekend.  Officer Mulkeen was a former Village resident and Monroe 

Woodbury graduate. 

 

SWEARING IN OF POLICE CHIEF DARWIN M. GUZMAN: 

 

Mayor Dwyer announced the Board’s recent appointment of Sergeant Darwin M. Guzman to the 

position of Chief of Police.  Mayor Dwyer performed Chief Guzman’s Oath of Office and Chief 

Guzman’s family presented him with his Chief’s badge. 

 

Mayor Dwyer also acknowledged Chief Alex Melchiorre and thanked him for his service these past 

months until the new Chief was appointed.  Mayor Dwyer stated that he has had the pleasure to work 

closely with him for the past 6 years and appreciates everything that he has done for the Village of 

Monroe and continues to do. 

 

MINUTE APPROVAL:  SEPTEMBER 3rd , SEPTEMBER 17th & PUBLIC HEARING AND 

SPECIAL MEETING SEPTEMBER 24th : 

 

On a motion by Trustee Houle seconded by Trustee Behringer, the Minutes of the September 3rd 2019 

Meeting were approved.   

 

Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer, Conklin and Houle     

Nays: None 

 

On a motion by Trustee Houle seconded by Trustee Conklin, the Minutes of the September 17th 2019 

Meeting were approved.   

 

Ayes: Trustees Alley, Conklin and Houle     

Nays: None 

Abstain: Trustee Behringer  

 

On a motion by Trustee Alley, seconded by Trustee Behringer, the Minutes of the September 24th 

Public Hearing and Special Meeting were approved. 

 

Ayes: Mayor Dwyer, Trustees Alley and Behringer 

Nays: None 

Abstain:  Trustees Conklin and Houle  

 

HALLOWEEN CURFEW 2019: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Conklin, seconded by Trustee Behringer, it was: 

 

WHEREAS, on October 30th and October 31st (Halloween) the Village is besieged by youths who 

create problems for residents, and the Monroe Police Department.  To complicate the situation, the 

Police Department has determined that many of the youth were non-residents who refuse to leave the 

Village due to the fact that there were no laws requiring them to be off the streets; and 

 

WHEREAS, the following definitions shall apply: 

 

MINOR           - being less than eighteen (18) years old 

PARENT         - the natural or adoptive parent of a minor 

GUARDIAN   - any person other than a parent who has legal guardianship of a minor 

CUSTODIAN – any person over the age of twenty-one (21) who is Loco Parentis to a minor 



PUBLIC PLACE – any street, alley, highway, sidewalk, park, playground or place which the  

      general public has access and a right to resort for business, entertainment or 

      other lawful purpose.  A “public place” shall include but is not limited to any 

      store, shop, restaurant, tavern, bowling alley, café, theater, drugstore, pool 

      room, shopping center and any other place devoted to amusement or open to 

      the general public.  It shall also include the front or immediate area of the  

                 above, and  

 

WHEREAS, any minor attending a special function or entertainment of any church, school, club or 

organization that requires such minor to be out at a later hour than called for within this 

Proclamation shall be exempt from the provisions of the Proclamation, provided such church, school, 

club or other similar organization shall register in advance with the Monroe Police Department to 

have the minors stay out to this later hour.  The registrant shall state the time, when the function or 

entertainment shall end, and the minors who attend the function shall be required to be in their places 

of abode within one-half hour after the function is ended; and  

 

WHEREAS, it shall be unlawful for any person, firm or cooperation operating or having charge of 

any public place to knowingly permit or suffer the presence of minors under the age of 18 on October 

30th and 31st between the hours of 8 PM and 6 AM the following morning; and  

 

WHEREAS, it shall be unlawful for the parent, guardian or other adult person having custody or 

control of any minor under the age of 18 to permit or, by inefficient control, to allow such minor to be 

on the streets or sidewalk or on or in any public property or public place within the Village on 

October 30th and 31st between the hours of 8 PM and 6 AM the following morning.  However, the 

provisions of this section do not apply to a minor accompanied by his parent, guardian, custodian or 

other adult person having the care, custody or control of the minor or if the minor is on an emergency 

errand or specified business or activity directed by his parent, guardian, custodian or other adult 

having the care or custody of the minor, or if the parent, guardian, custodian or other adult person 

herein has made a missing person notification to the Village Police. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, during the period October 30th and 31st it shall be unlawful for any minor to 

remain idle, wander, stroll, or play in any public place, either on foot or to cruise about without a set 

destination in any vehicle, in, about or upon any place in the Village between the hours of 8 PM and 6 

AM of the following morning unless accompanied by a parent, guardian, custodian or other adult 

person having custody or control of such minor, or unless the minor is an emergency errand or 

specified business or activity or permitted by his parent, guardian or other adult person having the 

custody and care of the minor or where the presence of such minors connect with or required by some 

legitimate employment, trade, profession or occupation. 

 

Any police officer upon finding a minor in violation of this Resolution shall ascertain the name and 

address of the minor and warn the minor that he/she is in violation of curfew and shall direct the 

minor to proceed at once to his or her home or usual place of abode.  The police officer shall report 

such action to the parents, guardian or person having custody or control of the minor. 

 

If such minor refuses to heed the warning or direction given by any police officer or refuses to give the 

police officer his/her correct name and address or if the minor has been warned on a previous occasion 

that he or she was in violation of curfew, such minor, if age 16 years or older, may be issued an 

appearance ticket, and the parent, guardian or other adult having the care and custody of such minor 

shall be notified to appear with such minor at a date and time to be determined in the appearance 

ticket for an appearance before the Village of Monroe Justice Court. 

 

Any minor age 16 years or older who violates any section of this article shall, upon conviction, be 

subject to a fine not to exceed $100 for a first offense and not to exceed $250 for each additional 

offense.  Community service may be imposed by the court in addition to the above minimum fine.  

When a minor is required to perform community service, the parent or guardian shall be required to 

transport the minor to the place(s) specified by the court. 

 

Ayes: Trustees Alley, Conklin, Behringer and Houle    

Nays: None 

 

ROAD DEDICATION/ WOODROE ESTATES –  ACCEPT THE OFFER OF DEDICATION BY BV 

BUILDERS CORP: 
(See Minutes 8/20/19, 9/3/19) 

 

At the September 3rd Board meeting Mayor Dwyer shared with Village Engineer John O’Rourke, PE 

some of the outstanding issues that the Board had with Callaway Drive and Gleneagles Court and 



asked him to follow up with the Developer before the Village of Monroe took ownership of these roads.  

Discussion followed. 

  

On a motion by Trustee Conklin, seconded by Trustee Houle, it was: 

 

WHEREAS, BV Builders Corp., having an address of One Cannon Hill Drive, New Hampton, New 

York 10958 (“Grantor”) is the owner of a certain subdivision in the Village of Monroe known as 

Woodroe Estates (the “Property”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Village of Monroe is a municipal corporation with offices located at 7 Stage Road, 

Monroe, New York 10950 (the “Village”); and 

 

WHEREAS, a certain parcels of land described in Attachment “A” hereto, been offered for dedication 

to the Village for highway purposes by Grantor, the owner of said land as shown on a plan prepared 

by Azzolina, Feury & Raimondi Engineering (“AFR”) dated October 22, 2018; and 

 

WHEREAS, no funds will be expended to purchase the subject property, therefore, this resolution is 

not subject to a permissive referendum; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Village Engineer has reviewed as-built drawings of the Property to be dedicated 

prepared by AFR, dated October 22, 2018, together with proposed deed descriptions and have found 

them to be acceptable; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Highway Superintendent of the Village of Monroe has recommended acceptance of 

said parcels for dedication for highway purposes, upon the completion of construction of said roadway 

in accordance with Village specifications and the filing with the Village of a maintenance bond in an 

amount based on 10% of the performance bond estimate to guarantee any maintenance and repairs 

required to said roadway by the Village for a period of one (1) year after said road is constructed and 

accepted by the Village pursuant to Village Code § 175-8D; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Village Board finds that it is in the interest of the Village of Monroe and its residents 

to consent to the dedication of the 50-foot wide drainage easement, snow easement No. 2, stormwater 

pond easement No. 3, Callaway Drive, Gleneagles Court and Reynolds Road Widening and Re-

Alignment; and 

 

WHEREAS, Grantor has also provided proof of a driveway and maintenance easement executed 

October 26, 2018, between BV Builders Corp and Marianella Liga, made on August 20, 2019, 

providing ingress and egress over Lot 60; and 

 

WHEREAS, on October 1, 2019, the Board of Trustees approved said dedication subject to said 

conditions and approval of the abstract of title by the Village Attorney, and 

 

WHEREAS, said performance bond has been filed with the Village Engineer, has indicated road 

construction has been completed to his satisfaction. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the foregoing WHEREAS paragraphs are incorporated 

herein by reference and adopted; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Monroe in regular session 

duly convened that upon notification from the Village Attorney that the title insurance policy has been 

issued, the Board of Trustees agrees to accept the deed of dedication of the 50-foot wide drainage 

easement, Callaway Drive, Gleneagles Court and Reynolds Road Widening and Re-Alignment as 

described in the Schedule A (26 pages) annexed hereto and made a part hereof as authorized by 

Village Law § 6-610; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village directs the Grantor’s title company to record the 

same in the Orange County New York Clerk’s Office and provide proof of filing with the Village 

Clerk; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all costs and expenses in connection with the acceptance of said 

roads shall be borne by the Grantor. 

 

Ayes: Mayor Dwyer and Trustees Alley and Houle  

Nays: None 

 

 

 



ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW # 14 OF 2019, TEXT AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 200, ZONING 

LAW / ADAPTIVE REUSE OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Conklin, seconded by Trustee Behringer, it was: 

WHEREAS, an introductory Local Law, titled “TEXT AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 200, ZONING 

LAW,” was introduced before the Board of Trustees of the Village of Monroe on September 3, 2019; 

and 

  

WHEREAS, a duly published and posted hearing was held on said Local Law on September 17, 2019, 

whereat public discussion was heard concerning the merits of said Local Law and after hearing from 

all those present wishing to speak and acknowledging that no written comments had been received, the 

Board of Trustees declared the public hearing closed; and  

 

WHEREAS, by response dated September 19, 2019, the Orange County Planning Department 

determined that the action would have no inter municipal or county-wide impacts and recommended a 

local determination.    

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the introductory Local Law, titled “TEXT 

AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 200, ZONING LAW,” of the Village of Monroe adopted on October 1, 

2019, as Local Law No. 14 of 2019 of the Village of Monroe. 

 

Ayes: Trustees Alley, Conklin, Behringer and Houle    

Nays: None 

 

LOCAL LAW #14 OF 2019 

TEXT AMENDMENT TO CH. 200, ZONING LAW, ADAPTIVE REUSE OF HISTORIC 

PROPERTIES 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Monroe, County of 

Orange, State of New York, as follows: 

 

Section 1.  Legislative Findings, Purpose and intent. 

 

The Village Board of Trustees finds and determines that the public interest would be served by 

amending the “definitions” contained in Chapter 200, Zoning Law, to simplify the definition of 

“PRIVATE PROPRIETY SENIOR ADULT HOME” and clarify the intent of the Board of Trustees to 

exempt pre-existing nonconforming buildings which qualify for and seek approval of adaptive reuse as 

allowed herein from the requirement to seek area variances where modifications to the interior of a 

historic building do not enlarge the building or where modifications to the interior or exterior of the 

building are required to meet the requirements of the Americans with Disability Act.     

 

 Section 2.  Authority. 

 

This local law is enacted by the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Monroe pursuant to 

its authority to adopt local laws under the New York State Constitution, Article IX, Section 10 of the 

Municipal Home Rule Law, and Section 7-718(6) of Village Law.   

 

  Section 3.  The definition of “PRIVATE PROPRIETY SENIOR ADULT HOME,” 

contained in section 200-5, titled, “Definitions,” of Chapter 200, titled, “Zoning Law,” of the Village of 

Monroe Code is hereby amended by deleting the fourth (4th) sentence in its entirety and replacing it 

with the following: “The operation of the senior adult home shall require issuance of an 
operating certificate from the New York State Department of Social Services or successor 
agency as defined in Part 485.2 of Subchapter D of Title 18 of the New York Code Rules and 
Regulations.”   

 

Section 200-61.1, titled, Adaptive reuse of National Register historic buildings,” of Chapter 200, 

titled, “Zoning Law,” of the Village of Monroe Code is amended as follows: 

 

Subsection F(2)(a) is amended by adding “, except as may be required to comply with the 

Americans with Disability Act” to the end of the first (1st) sentence, and by adding a third (3rd) 

concluding sentence to read:  “Such compliance shall be determined by the New York State Historic 

Preservation Office (SHPO).”  

 

Subsection F(2)(b) is deleted in its entirety and the subsection is re-alphabetized accordingly. 

 



Subsection F(4), is amended by adding “, height or footprint,” to the first (1st) sentence after 

“building’s size” and adding a second (2nd) concluding sentence to read:  “Any change required to 

comply with the Americans with Disability Act shall be deemed conforming.”   

Subsection F(5)(e)(3), titled, “Legal assurances,” is deleted in its entirety and the following 

subsections renumbered accordingly. 

 

Section 4.  Supersession, of Inconsistent Laws, if any.  The Village of Monroe Board of 

Trustees declares its intent to supersede any provision of the state Village Law or other special law 

that may be declared inconsistent or in conflict with this local law.  The courts are specifically 

requested to take notice of this legislative intent and apply such intent in the event the Village has 

failed to specify any provision of law that may require supersession. The Village Board hereby 

declares that it would have enacted this local law and superseded such provision had it been apparent. 

 

Section 5.  Severability. 

 

If any section, part or provision of this local law or the application thereof to any person, 

property or circumstance is adjudged invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such judgment 

shall be confined in its operation to the section, part, provision or application directly and expressly 

adjudged invalid and shall not affect or impair the validity of the remainder of this local law or the 

application thereof, 

 

Section 6.  Effective Date. 

 

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.  

 

WOODROE ESTATES / PRESTWICK GARDENS BOND REDUCTION: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Conklin, seconded by Trustee Alley, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepted the recommendation of the Village’s Engineer, John 

O’Rourke, PE, and approved the reduction or elimination of their existing performance bond and a 

new maintenance bond be established to cover the cost of a 1 year warrantee in the amount of 

$63,273.47.  The amount of the original bond was $632,734.70, and this revised amount represents 

10% of the monies held on completed works and is believed to be sufficient to cover the 1 year 

warranty period.    

 

Ayes: Trustees Alley, Conklin, Behringer and Houle 

Nays: None 

 

REQUEST FOR EXEMPTION – TOWN HIGHWAY ITEMS 3 & 4: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Conklin, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees, by signed petition, requested the Town Board of the Town of 

Monroe to exempt residents of the Village of Monroe of taxes for items 3 & 4 of the Town of Monroe 

2019 Highway Budget as authorized by Section 277 of the Town Highway Law. 

 

Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer Conklin, and Houle  

Nays: None 

 

EVENT APPLICATION – HUDSON VALLEY PLEIN AIR FESTIVAL 10/13/19: 

 

An event application was submitted by Sarah Pierson, Executive Director of the Wallkill River School, 

223 Ward Street, Montgomery, NY, to host a painting competition and exhibit in the Millpond Park & 

Ride on Sunday, October 13, 2019 from 8AM to 12PM in conjunction with the Village of Monroe’s 

Sunday Farmer’s Market.  Participants will complete their paintings, display them and then they will 

be judged during this period.  Judging will occur under their 10 X 10 tent set up in the commuter 

parking lot and the winner will be announced.  The applicant has submitted their $50 application fee 

and the application has been reviewed and approved by the Building Department, the DPW and the 

Police Department.  B line officers will monitor the event and there are no added costs for additional 

police services. Discussion followed.  Trustee Houle stated that she has spoken with Susan Roth and 

confirmed that this is the 3rd portion of the Wallkill River School’s art competition.  Trustee Houle 

added that she has been asked to be a judge for the competition and they are looking for one more.  If 

anyone is interested in being a judge they should see her after the meeting. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Conklin, it was: 

 



RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the event application submitted by Sarah Pierson, 

Executive Director of the Wallkill River School, to host a painting competition and exhibit in the 

Millpond Commuter Park & Ride on Sunday, October 13, 2019 from 8AM to 12PM in conjunction 

with the Village of Monroe’s Farmer’s Market.     

 

Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer Conklin, and Houle  

Nays: None 

 

REQUEST TO HANG SCARECROWS & CORNSTALKS IN THE VILLAGE DOWNTOWN – 

GIRL SCOUTS 10/19/19: 

 

In a letter from Barbara Mallory, Service Unit Manager for Girl Scout Troop #223, she requested 

permission by the Board of Trustees to host their annual Scarecrows in the Village activity.  On 

Saturday October 19, 2019 Girl Scout Troop# 223, would like to hang scarecrows on the lampposts in 

the downtown beginning at 9AM and should be in place by 12PM.  Due to a scheduling conflict this 

year, Boy Scout Troop #440 would like to hang cornstalks on the lampposts on Sunday, October 13th 

prior to the Girl Scouts installing the scarecrows.  Between the two dates, there will be approximately 

50 participants, including adults and there will be in Safety-Wise numbers of girls to adults.  

Discussion followed.  

 

Mayor Dwyer asked if the two dates were correct and Village Clerk Baxter replied that Mrs. Mallory 

informed her today that there was a scheduling conflict between the Girl and Boy Scouts when she 

initially picked the date of 10/19, so the Boy Scouts will be hanging the corn stalks first on Sunday, 

10/13.  Trustee Houle stated that the hanging of the corn stalks by the Boy Scouts is at the same time 

as the Plein Air event hosted by the Wallkill River School and the painters will be in Crane Park.  

Trustee Behringer commented that there would not be a conflict and Trustee Conklin added that the 

Scouts usually utilize the Terpsicore Dance School parking lot  to gather, so they would not conflict 

with one another.  On a motion by Trustee Conklin, seconded by Trustee Behringer, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the request of Barbara Mallory, Service Unit Manager 

for Girl Scout Troop #223, to hang corn stalks and scarecrows on the lampposts in the downtown.  The 

Boy Scouts will hang the cornstalks on Sunday, October 13th and the Girl Scouts will hang the 

scarecrows on the lampposts on Saturday, October 19th, 2019.  Time for both will begin at 9AM and be 

completed by 12PM. 

 

Ayes: Trustees Alley, Conklin, Behringer and Houle 

Nays: None 

 

REQUEST TO TRAVEL – OC PLANNING FEDERATION ANNUAL DINNER 10/18/19 - 

PLANNING BOARD: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Conklin, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved Planning Board Members Geri DeAngelis, Fred Cocks, 

Marilyn Karlich, Debbie Proulx and Jim Cocks’ attendance at the October 18, 2019 Orange County 

Municipal Planning Federation Annual Dinner at Delancey’s in Goshen, NY.  The cost is $70 per 

person, for a total of $350.00, and is to be charged to budget line A8025.4720. 

 

Ayes: Trustees Alley, Conklin, Behringer and Houle  

Nays: None 

 

INTRODUCTION OF LOCAL LAW #15 OF 2019 – AMNDING CH. 200, ZONING LAW TO 

REGULATE TRANSIENT HOUSING & SCHEDULING OF PUBLIC HEARING:  

 

On a motion by Trustee Conklin, seconded by Trustee Houle, it was: 

 

RESOLVED that an introductory Local Law, titled “AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 200, ZONING 

LAW, TO REGULATE TRANSIENT HOUSING,” is hereby introduced by Mayor Dwyer before the 

Board of Trustees of the Village of Monroe, County of Orange, State of New York; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the aforesaid proposed Local Law be laid upon the desk 

of each member of the Board of Trustees; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees shall hold a public hearing on said 

proposed local law at the Village Hall, 7 Stage Road, Monroe, New York at 7:00 PM on October 15, 

2019; and 

 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Village Clerk shall publish or cause to be published a public 

notice in the official newspaper of the Village of Monroe no later than ten (10) days prior thereto. 

 

Ayes: Trustees Alley, Conklin, Behringer and Houle 

Nays: None 

 

Attorney Terhune stated that the local law needs to go to the Planning Board and Orange County 

Department of Planning to be reviewed, so there isn’t a rush to hold the public hearing.  She 

recommended holding the public hearing in a month to allow for the reviews to happen.  Trustee 

Conklin replied that if the public hearing was held on November 19th, that would give everyone plenty 

of time and Attorney Terhune agreed.  Attorney Terhune also added that the public hearing could be 

opened earlier and leave it open, but it cannot be adopted until the Board hears back from the 

Planning Board or the Orange County Department of Planning.  Mayor Dwyer stated that it makes 

sense to introduce the local law, open the public hearing, leave it open and allow the two agencies to 

respond in writing.  The County has 30 days to respond and Village Clerk Baxter confirmed that the 

Planning Board has 45 days to respond.  Mayor Dwyer added that should be by the middle of 

November.   

 

Attorney Terhune added that the text changes aren’t exactly what was recommended by the Building 

Department, it’s more comprehensive than what they recommended, and that doesn’t mean that there 

aren’t going to be comments that need to be dealt with.  Mayor Dwyer replied that he wanted to move 

forward with setting the public hearing for the second meeting of the month and keep it open, allowing 

the outside agencies to comment. 

  

MAYOR & TRUSTEE’S REPORT: 

 

Trustee Houle thanked the Monroe Police Department for their efforts and working with Police 

Department of the City of New York.  This was a very trying time for all of us and she had every 

confidence that all agencies involved would work well together to prepare for Thursday and Friday. 

 

Trustee Behringer thanked the Monroe Joint Fire District.  She stated that there was a beautiful 

ceremony as Officer Mulkeen was being brought into the funeral home.  Trustee Behringer added that 

the Fire Department, NYPD and the State Troopers were also there.  The giant flag hanging right 

there in front was very beautiful as well. 

 

Trustee Conklin commented that it was very heartbreaking and very emotional. 

 

Trustee Behringer added that the Village of Monroe has had three very big tragedies since August.  It 

was very sad but very nice to see the community come together and the brotherhood come together 

and it makes it a little more bearable to get through. 

 

Mayor Dwyer agreed and added that the Village of Monroe is the greatest Village in Orange County.  

It has great departments, great volunteer groups. 

 

Attorney Terhune stated that in terms of the local law to regulate short term rentals she modified that 

to transient housing and she including an over-arching definition of what transient housing is that 

incorporates all of the types of prohibitive uses like boarding houses, residential hotels, short term 

rentals and lodging houses.  All of those of particular prohibited items in Village Code Section 120, 

13k, that the Building Department suggested be added to short term rentals, she included under 

transient housing, short term rentals.  Attorney Terhune added that she created a new definition that 

stated that transient housing includes those particular types, however it does not include month to 

month rentals, or hotels, motels and bed and breakfasts.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   # PRESENT 2    TIME: 7:37 PM 

 

Resident John Karl stated that the coming Monday night the Town of Monroe will be holding their 

public hearing on cluster housing and hoped that the Village of Monroe would be taking a stance.  The 

Village of Monroe is saturated enough and reading the wordage throughout the draft of the proposed 

local law its concerning because they will allow this within 1,600 feet of the Village boundary.  It 

mentions central water and sewer.  We have a hard enough time taking care of these things now.  Mr. 

Karl read from a section of the law and stated that it would be like dumping another development like 

Windgate Woods on the other side of the Ramapo River.  Mr. Karl asked Mayor Dwyer to take a hard 

look over what the two of them discussed when they sat down together.  Mr. Karl continued that the 

way this local law reads is that they want Village water and asked why is the Town of Monroe looking 

to cram things up against the Village boundaries, how does that protect the Village residents? 

 



Mr. Karl continued and asked when the DPW will begin picking up leaves and Mayor Dwyer replied 

he didn’t know but would look into it.  Mr. Karl added that the leaves are so dry and parking your car 

on top of it can easily turn from a brush fire into a car fire. 

 

Mr. Karl also added that the Fire Department won some trophies in the County parade recently and 

Mayor Dwyer replied that he was aware.  Trustee Houle added that it was 1st and 3rd place.  Mayor 

Dwyer stated that the Board would address the Fire Company at their next meeting and asked Mr. 

Karl if he had been told that.  Mr. Karl replied that he had not.  Village Clerk Baxter shared that the 

email went to Mary Ellen Beams, Secretary to the Board of Fire Commissioners, and Mayor Dwyer 

added that it was a request from him for them to attend their next Board meeting to be acknowledged.  

Mr. Karl recognized what Mayor Dwyer was saying but reiterated his concern over the proposed 

cluster housing in the Town of Monroe.  Mayor Dwyer agreed and added that after the last meeting 

that he was at, he wants to know where it is, what it is and why it is.  It is a floating zone, he wants to 

know why.  He needs more information about it; he doesn’t have enough information right now. 

 

Mayor Dwyer asked Attorney Terhune to confirm that just because they may do this and reference 

utilities, doesn’t mean that the Village has to allow it.  Attorney Terhune replied that the Village of 

Monroe does not have to supply water or any other utility outside of its boundaries.  Attorney Terhune 

continued that if a property owner had 80 contiguous acres within the borders that the Town of 

Monroe is talking about, and they applied for this floating zone, they would have to show that they 

have municipal sewer and water.  That means that if they don’t have Town water, they would require 

Village water, and at that point the Village says no, and that’s it. 

 

Mr. Karl interjected and stated that the only parcel that he could think of is the old O’Shea Farm on 

Rye Hill Road, and Mayor Dwyer added that at one time is was called Shea Meadows.  Mr. Karl 

added that the Village water mains run down through there and that’s the only one that bumps up 

against Village boundaries that has rights to Village water.  Trustee Conklin asked if it was because 

the water main runs through there and Mr. Karl replied that it dates back to when the main was laid 

there and they worked out an agreement to provide water to that area.  Trustee Conklin asked if that 

was written somewhere and Mr. Karl replied it was.  Mayor Dwyer added that the All Mine area was 

another one but the Village denied them.  Mr. Karl commented that he believed that there were two or 

three building lots available up there that are entitled to Village water.  Mayor Dwyer replied that he 

wasn’t aware of that and asked if he knew how big the lots were and Mr. Karl wasn’t sure. 

 

Mayor Dwyer stated that he planned on attending the public hearing but wasn’t sure about the rest of 

the Board.   Trustee Houle replied that many of the concerns that Mr. Karl mentioned were concerns 

that she had as well, especially where they mentioned water. 

 

Resident Lorraine Loening asked if the Village’s proposed local law would be on the Village’s website 

and Mayor Dwyer replied that it would be. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Conklin, seconded by Trustee Houle, with all in favor, the meeting was closed 

at 7:48PM.  Following a 5-minute recess, the Board convened in Executive Session for discussion of 

personnel and ongoing litigation.   

 

Executive Session Minutes compiled by Mayor Dwyer. 

 

OPEN SESSION: on a motion by Trustee Houle seconded by Trustee Behringer and carried, the Open 

Meeting resumed at 9:05 PM. 

 

POLICE CHIEF’S CONTRACT RATIFICATION 10/2/19 – 9/30/20: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Behringer, it was: 

 

 RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees does hereby ratify an agreement with Police Chief Guzman for 

the period of October 2, 2019 through September 30, 2020.  Mayor Dwyer was authorized to sign the 

agreement. 

 

Ayes: Trustees Alley, Conklin, Behringer and Houle 

Nays: None 

 

 

 

 

 



AUTHORIZATION TO HIRE A PLANNER: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Alley, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorized Mayor Dwyer to hire a Planner for the purposes of 

consulting with the Village of Monroe regarding cluster housing.  The cost of said consultation is not to 

exceed $5,000. 

 

Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer Conklin, and Houle  

Nays: None 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Alley, seconded by Trustee Behringer and carried, no further business, the 

meeting was adjourned at 7:48 PM.     

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Ann-Margret Baxter 

Village Clerk  

 


