
PUBLIC HEARING 

INTRODUCTORY LOCAL LAW – TAX EXEMPTION FOR 

QUALIFYING DISABLED PROPERTY OWNERS 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2015 

 

A Public Hearing was held on Tuesday, October 6, 2015 at 6:45 PM in the Boardroom of the 

Village Hall, 7 Stage Road, Monroe, NY to consider adoption of a Local Law adding a tax 

exemption for qualified disabled property owners in the Village of Monroe.  This Local Law 

would amend Chapter 180 of the Code of the Village of Monroe by adding a new subsection 

entitled “Partial Exemption for Qualifying Disabled Property Owners” as follows: 

 

Chapter 180 Taxation, Article V. A. “Partial Exemption for Qualifying Disabled Persons as 

follows: 

 

Section 1.  Purpose 

 

 Enacted pursuant to the provisions of section 459-c of the Real Property Tax Law of the 

State of New York to grant a partial exemption from taxation to certain resident property 

owners of the Village of Monroe (the “Village”) who have limited incomes. 

 

Section 2. Definitions 

 

A. “Sibling” shall mean a brother or a sister, whether related through half blood, whole 

blood or adoption. 

 

B. A “person with a disability” is one who has a physical or mental impairment, not due 

to current use of alcohol or illegal drugs, which substantially limits such person’s 

ability to engage in one or more major life activities, such as caring for one’s self, 

performing manual tasks, walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning 

and working, and who (i) is certified to receive Social Security Disability Insurance 

(SSDI) or Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits under the federal Social 

Security Act, or (ii) is certified to receive Railroad Retirement Disability benefits 

under the federal Railroad Retirement Act, or (iii) has received a certificate from the 

state Commission for the Blind and Visually Handicapped stating that such person is 

legally blind, or (iv) is certified to receive a United States Postal Service disability 

pension, or (v) is certified to receive a United States department of veterans affairs 

disability pension pursuant to 38 U.S.C. S. 1521. 

 

An award letter from the Social Security Administration or the Railroad 

Retirement Board or a certificate from the state Commission for the Blind and Visually 

Handicapped shall be submitted as proof of disability. 

 

C. “Income tax year” shall mean the 12-month period for which the owner or owners 

filed a federal personal income tax return, or if no such return is filed, the calendar 

year. 

 

Section 3.  Exemption 

 

A.  Real property situated within the bounds of the Village of Monroe, Orange County, 

New York, owned by husband and wife or both or siblings, i.e. a brother or sister 

whether related through half blood, whole blood or adoption, at least one of whom 

has a disability, or real property owned by one or more persons, some of whom 

qualify under Section 459-C of the Real Property Tax Law of the State of New York 

and the others of whom qualify under Section 467 of the Real Property Tax Law, 

and whose income, as hereafter defined, and whose income, as hereinafter defined, is 

limited by reason of such disability, shall be exempt from taxation for real estate 

taxes to be levied by the Village of Monroe for the year 2013 (taxable status date of 

March 1, 2013 for tax year 2014) and thereafter by the percentage of exemption 

hereinafter specified for the annual income ranges listed below to the extent of 50 per 

centum of the assessed valuation  thereof.  Such exemption shall be based upon the 

assessed value of the exempt real property and shall be computed after all other 

partial exemptions allowed by law, excluding the school tax relief (STAR) exemption  

authorized by section 475 of the Real Property Tax Law have been subtracted from 

the total amount assessed. 

 

    

 



Annual Income Ranges    Exemption Percentage       

 

NO MORE THAN $28,000    50% 

 

$28,000 BUT LESS THAN $29,000   45% 

 

$29,000 BUT LESS THAN $30,000   40% 

 

$30,000 BUT LESS THAN $31,000   35% 

   

$31,000 BUT LESS THAN $31,900   30% 

 

$31,900 BUT LESS THAN $32,800   25% 

 

$32,800 BUT LESS THAN $33,700   20% 

 

$33,700 BUT LESS THAN $34,600   15% 

 

$34,600 BUT LESS THAN $35,500   10% 

 

$35,500 BUT LESS THAN $36,400    5% 

 

B. No exemption shall be granted if: 

 

1. The income of the owner or the combined income of the owners of 

the property for the income tax year immediately preceding the 

date of making application for exemption exceeds the sum of $36,399.99.  Where title 

is vested in either the husband or the wife, their combined income may not exceed 

such sum, except where the husband or wife, or ex-husband or ex-wife is absent from 

the property due to divorce, legal separation or abandonment, then only the income 

of the spouse or ex-spouse residing on the property shall be considered and may not 

exceed such sum.  Such income shall include social security and retirement benefits, 

interest, dividends, total gain from the sale or  

exchange of a capital asset which may be offset by a loss from the sale or exchange of 

a capital asset in the same income year, net rental income, salary or earnings, and 

net income from self-employment, but shall not include a return of capital, gifts or 

inheritances or monies earned through employment in the federal foster 

grandparent program.  In computing net rental income and net income from self-

employment no depreciation deduction shall be allowed for the exhaustion, wear and 

tear of real or personal property held for the production of income; 

 

2. Unless the property is used exclusively for residential purposes 

(provided, however,  that in the event that any portion of such property is not so 

used exclusively for residential purposes but is used for other purposes, such portion 

shall be subject to taxation and the remaining portion only shall be entitled to the 

exemption provided by this section); 

 

3. Unless the real property is the legal residence of and is occupied in 

whole or in part by the disabled person, except where the disabled person is absent 

from the residence while receiving health-related care as an inpatient of a residential 

health care facility, as defined in section 2801 of the Public Health Law, and 

provided that any income accruing to that person shall be considered income for the 

purposes of this section only to the extent that it exceeds the amount paid by such 

person or spouse, or sibling of such person for care in the facility. 

 

C. No parcel may receive an exemption for the same municipal tax 

 purpose as any local law of the Village of Monroe providing for a partial exemption 

from taxation to persons sixty-five years of age and older. 

 

D. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the 

provisions of this Local Law shall apply to real property held in trust solely for the 

benefit of a person or persons who would otherwise be eligible for a real property tax 

exemption, were such person or persons the owner or owners of such real property. 

 

 

 

 



Section 4.  Application for Exemption 

 

A. Application for such exemption must be made annually by the owner or all of the 

owners of the property on forms to be furnished by the Town Assessor’s Office.  

Such applications shall furnish the information, and the forms are to be executed in 

the manner required or prescribed in such forms and shall be filed in such assessor’s 

office on or before taxable status date, provided, however, proof of a permanent 

disability need be submitted only in the year exception pursuant to this section is 

first sought or the disability is first determined to be permanent. 

 

B. At least sixty (60) days prior to the appropriate taxable status date, the assessor shall 

mail to each person who was granted exemption pursuant to this section on the latest 

completed assessment roll an application form and a notice that such application 

must be filed on or before the taxable status date and be approved in order for the 

exemption to be granted.  Failure to mail any such application form or notices or the 

failure of such person to receive any of the same shall not prevent the levy, collection 

and enforcement of the payment of the taxes on property owned by such person. 

 

Section 5.  Penalties 

 

 The making of any willful false statement in the application for an exemption 

shall be a violation thereof and a conviction for any such violation shall be punishable by 

a fine of not more than $100. 

 

Section 6.  Separability 

 

 Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phase be declared 

unconstitutional or unjust for any reason by a court of competent jurisdiction, the 

remainder shall not be affected thereby. 

 

Section 7.  Inconsistency 

 

All ordinances and Local Laws and parts thereof inconsistent are hereby repealed. 

 
This Local Law shall take effect upon filing with the Secretary of State. 
 

Present: Mayor Purcell; Trustees Conklin, Gormley, Dwyer and Chan 

Also present: DPW Supt. Smith, Chief Melchiorre and Village Clerk Carey 

 

Two people were present at the Public Hearing.  Mayor Purcell opened the Public Hearing for 

comment or questions.  No written correspondence was received.  No comment was received. 

 

 

On a motion by Trustee Dwyer seconded by Trustee Conklin, and carried, no further comment, 

the hearing was closed at 6:55 PM. 

 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2015 

 

The first of the bi-monthly meetings of the Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, October 6, 

2015 at 7 PM in the Boardroom of the Village Hall, 7 Stage Road, Monroe, NY.  Mayor James 

Purcell called the meeting to order and led in the pledge to the flag.  Emergency exits were 

announced. 

 

Present: Mayor Purcell; Trustees Conklin, Gormley, Dwyer and Chan 

Also present:  Attorney Bonacic, DPW Supt. Smith, Chief Melchiorre, Engineer 

                         O’Rourke and Village Clerk Carey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MINUTE APPROVAL: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Conklin seconded by Trustee Gormley, the following Village Board 

Minutes were approved: 

 

Tuesday, September 1, 2015 First Monthly Meeting 

Thursday, September 10, 2015 Special Meeting 

Tuesday, September 15, 2015 Second Monthly Meeting 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Conklin, Gormley, Dwyer and Chan 

Nays:   None 

 

BUDGETARY TRANSFERS / MODIFICATIONS: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Conklin seconded by Trustee Gormley, with all in favor, Treasurer 

Murray was authorized to make the following budgetary transfers / modifications to the 

budget: 

 

 

FROM:      TO:       

 

A1990.410 Contingency   A7550.410 Celebrations  $1,000.00 

A1990.410 Contingency   A1420.451 Law Cont’l other Atty   25,000.00 

 

     MODIFICATIONS  

A1560 Safety Inspection Fees  A1440.450 Eng Contractual               1,580.00 

A2260 Police Services   A3120.135 PD OT/Grants                     523.86 

F2770 Misc Revenue         F8340.450 Distr Contractual  21,600.00 

 

COMPLIMENTARY HOLIDAY PARKING IN THE METERED GENERAL BUSINESS 

DISTRICT 12/1/15 – 1/2/2016: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Dwyer, and carried, the Board declared 

“Complimentary Holiday Parking” from December 1, 2015 to January 2, 2016 in the Central 

Business District of the Village. 

 

PD ANNUAL ELEVATOR MAINTENANCE RENEWAL – KONE ELEVATOR: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Dwyer seconded by Trustee Chan, and carried, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the Police Department’s service maintenance 

agreement with Kone Elevators for a period 9/1/15 to 8/31/16 at a budgeted cost of $2,470.19 

allocated from budget line A3120.450.  Contract# N40081224, Invoice 949085660 / Customer# 

N238178. 

 

SERVICE AWARDS PROGRAM ABOLISHMENT: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Conklin seconded by Trustee Dwyer, the following resolution was 

adopted: 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Monroe has determined it is in the best 

interest of the Village to now abolish the Service Awards Program for the benefit of the 

members of the Monroe Volunteer Fire Company, Inc. and terminate the Village’s sponsorship 

thereof; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, and in accordance with Section 213(3) (e) of New York General 

Municipal, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Monroe hereby resolves and determines that 

the Service Awards Program for the benefit of the members of the Monroe Volunteer Fire 

Company, Inc. is hereby dissolved and discontinued effective upon approval of the eligible 

voters of the Village of Monroe; and it is further 

 

RESOLVED AND DETERMINED that the Village of Monroe terminates its sponsorship of 

said Service Awards Program for the benefit of the members of the Monroe Volunteer Fire 

Company, Inc. and shall have no further responsibility or liability for said Program except as 

set forth in this resolution or applicable law; and it is further 

 



RESOLVED AND DETERMINED, that pursuant to terms of the Village of Monroe’s Length 

of Service Awards Program agreement with the Volunteer Fireman’s Insurance Services, Inc. 

for the benefit of the members of the Monroe Volunteer fire Company, Inc. 

(LOSAP Agreement), the Village of Monroe hereby terminates said LOSAP Agreement; and it 

is further 

 

RESOLVED AND DETERMINED that the assets contained within the Service Award 

Program plan managed pursuant to the LOSAP Agreement shall be paid out in lump sum 

payments to all vested members within said plan; and it is further 

 

RESOLVED AND DETERMINED that the Village Mayor and Village Attorney are hereby 

authorized and directed to take the necessary steps to effectuate the dissolution of said Service 

award Program and termination of the LOSAP Agreement; and it is further 

 

RESOLVED AND DETERMINED that the Village Clerk be and hereby is authorized to take 

all actions necessary to lawfully submit this resolution for the approval or disapproval of the 

qualified electors of the Village of Monroe at the General Election to be held in the Village of 

Monroe on the 15
th

 day of March, 2016 between the hours of 9 AM and 9 PM; and it is further 

 

RESOLVED AND DETERMINED that the proposition to be voted upon shall read as follows:  

“Shall the qualified electors of the Village of Monroe approve the resolution adopted by the 

Village of Monroe Board of Trustees on the 6
th

 day of October, 2015 to abolish the service 

award program for members of the Monroe Volunteer Fire Company established 1/1/1996. 

 

Ayes:        Trustees Conklin, Dwyer and Chan 

Nays:        None 

Abstain:  Trustee Gormley 

 

BOND RESOLUTION – ACQUISITION & INSTALLATION OF WATER SYSTEM 

CONTROLS, COMPUTER SOFTWARE & EQUIPMENT FOR WATER PLANT: 

 

BOND RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE OF MONROE, NEW YORK, 

ADOPTED OCTOBER 6, 2015, AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION 

AND INSTALLATION OF WATER SYSTEM CONTROLS, 

COMPUTER SOFTWARE AND EQUIPMENT FOR THE VILLAGE 

WATER PLANT, STATING THE ESTIMATED MAXIMUM COST 

THEREOF IS $300,000, APPROPRIATING SAID AMOUNT FOR 

SUCH PURPOSE, AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS 

IN THE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF $300,000 TO FINANCE SAID 

APPROPRIATION 

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF MONROE, IN THE 

COUNTY OF ORANGE, NEW YORK, HEREBY RESOLVES (by the favorable vote of not 

less than two-thirds of all the members of said Board of Trustees) AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1.  The Village of Monroe, in the County of Orange, New York (herein 

called the “Village”), is hereby authorized to acquire and install water system controls, 

computer software and equipment for the Village Water Plant.  The estimated maximum cost 

thereof, including preliminary costs and costs incidental thereto and the financing thereof, is 

$300,000 and said amount is hereby appropriated for such purpose.  The plan of financing 

includes the issuance of $300,000 serial bonds of the Village to finance said appropriation, and 



the levy and collection of taxes on all the taxable real property in the Village to pay the 

principal of said bonds and the interest thereon as the same shall become due and payable. 

Section 2.  Serial bonds of the Village in the principal amount of $300,000 are 

hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, 

constituting Chapter 33-a of the Consolidated Laws of the State of New York (herein called the 

“Law”), to finance said appropriation. 

Section 3.  The following additional matters are hereby determined and declared: 

(a) The period of probable usefulness applicable to the object or purpose for 

which said serial bonds are authorized to be issued, pursuant to subdivisions 32 and 35 of 

Section 11.00 a. of the Law, is five (5) years,  

(b) The proceeds of the bonds herein authorized, and any bond anticipation 

notes issued in anticipation of said bonds, may be applied to reimburse the Village for 

expenditures made after the effective date of this resolution for the purpose for which said 

bonds are authorized.  The foregoing statement of intent with respect to reimbursement is 

made in conformity with Treasury Regulation Section 1.150-2 of the United States Treasury 

Department. 

(c) The proposed maturity of the bonds authorized by this resolution will not 

exceed five (5) years. 

Section 4.  Each of the bonds authorized by this resolution and any bond 

anticipation notes issued in anticipation of the sale of said bonds shall contain the recital of 

validity as prescribed by Section 52.00 of the Law and said bonds, and any notes issued in 

anticipation of said bonds, shall be general obligations of the Village, payable as to both 

principal and interest by general tax upon all the taxable real property within the Village.  The 

faith and credit of the Village are hereby irrevocably pledged to the punctual payment of the 

principal of and interest on said bonds, and any notes issued in anticipation of the sale of said 

bonds, and provision shall be made annually in the budget of the Village by appropriation for 

(a) the amortization and redemption of the bonds and any notes in anticipation thereof to 

mature in such year and (b) the payment of interest to be due and payable in such year. 

Section 5.  Subject to the provisions of this resolution and of the Law and 

pursuant to the provisions of Section 21.00 relative to the authorization of the issuance of bonds 

with substantially level or declining annual debt service, Section 30.00 relative to the 

authorization of the issuance of bond anticipation notes and Section 50.00 and Sections 56.00 to 

60.00 and 168.00 of the Law, the powers and duties of the Board of Trustees relative to 

authorizing bond anticipation notes and prescribing the terms, form and contents and as to the 



sale and issuance of the bonds herein authorized, and of any bond anticipation notes issued in 

anticipation of said bonds, and the renewals of said bond anticipation notes, and as to the 

execution of agreements for credit enhancements, are hereby delegated to the Village 

Treasurer, the chief fiscal officer of the Village. 

Section 6.  The validity of the bonds authorized by this resolution, and of any 

notes issued in anticipation of the sale of said bonds, may be contested only if: 

(a)   such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which the 

Village is not authorized to expend money, or 

(b)   the provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of the 

publication of such resolution, or a summary thereof, are not substantially 

complied with, 

and an action, suit or proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days 

after the date of such publication, or 

(c)   such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the 

constitution. 

Section 7.  This bond resolution shall take effect immediately, and the Village 

Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish the foregoing resolution, in summary, 

together with a Notice attached in substantially the form prescribed by Section 81.00 of the 

Law in “Times Herald Record,” a newspaper having a general circulation in the Village and 

hereby designated the official newspaper of said Village for such publication. 

The adoption of the foregoing resolution was made on a motion by Chan 

seconded by Gormley and duly put to a vote on roll call, which resulted as follows: 

Ayes:   Trustees Conklin, Gormley, Dwyer and Chan  

Nays:  None 

The resolution was declared adopted. 

BOND RESOLUTION – ACQUISITION FOR NEW DPW TRUCK: 

 

BOND RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE OF MONROE, NEW YORK, 

ADOPTED OCTOBER 6, 2015, AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION 

OF A NEW DPW TRUCK, STATING THE ESTIMATED MAXIMUM 

COST THEREOF IS $500,000, APPROPRIATING SAID AMOUNT 

FOR SUCH PURPOSE, AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 

BONDS IN THE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF $500,000 TO FINANCE 

SAID APPROPRIATION 

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF MONROE, IN THE 

COUNTY OF ORANGE, NEW YORK, HEREBY RESOLVES (by the favorable vote of not 

less than two-thirds of all the members of said Board of Trustees) AS FOLLOWS: 



Section 1.  The Village of Monroe, in the County of Orange, New York (herein 

called the “Village”), is hereby authorized to acquire a new DPW truck.  The estimated 

maximum cost thereof, including preliminary costs and costs incidental thereto and the 

financing thereof, is $500,000 and said amount is hereby appropriated for such purpose.  The 

plan of financing includes the issuance of $500,000 serial bonds of the Village to finance said 

appropriation, and the levy and collection of taxes on all the taxable real property in the Village 

to pay the principal of said bonds and the interest thereon as the same shall become due and 

payable. 

Section 2.  Serial bonds of the Village in the principal amount of $500,000 are 

hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, 

constituting Chapter 33-a of the Consolidated Laws of the State of New York (herein called the 

“Law”), to finance said appropriation. 

Section 3.  The following additional matters are hereby determined and declared: 

(a) The period of probable usefulness applicable to the object or purpose for 

which said serial bonds are authorized to be issued may be in excess of five years; however, the 

bonds authorized pursuant to this resolution and any bond anticipation notes issued in 

anticipation of the sale of said bonds, shall mature no later than five (5) years after the date of 

original issuance of said bonds or notes. 

(b) The proceeds of the bonds herein authorized, and any bond anticipation 

notes issued in anticipation of said bonds, may be applied to reimburse the Village for 

expenditures made after the effective date of this resolution for the purpose for which said 

bonds are authorized.  The foregoing statement of intent with respect to reimbursement is 

made in conformity with Treasury Regulation Section 1.150-2 of the United States Treasury 

Department. 

(c) The proposed maturity of the bonds authorized by this resolution will not 

exceed five (5) years. 

Section 4.  Each of the bonds authorized by this resolution and any bond 

anticipation notes issued in anticipation of the sale of said bonds shall contain the recital of 

validity as prescribed by Section 52.00 of the Law and said bonds, and any notes issued in 

anticipation of said bonds, shall be general obligations of the Village, payable as to both 

principal and interest by general tax upon all the taxable real property within the Village.  The 

faith and credit of the Village are hereby irrevocably pledged to the punctual payment of the 

principal of and interest on said bonds, and any notes issued in anticipation of the sale of said 

bonds, and provision shall be made annually in the budget of the Village by appropriation for 



(a) the amortization and redemption of the bonds and any notes in anticipation thereof to 

mature in such year and (b) the payment of interest to be due and payable in such year. 

Section 5.  Subject to the provisions of this resolution and of the Law and 

pursuant to the provisions of Section 21.00 relative to the authorization of the issuance of bonds 

with substantially level or declining annual debt service, Section 30.00 relative to the 

authorization of the issuance of bond anticipation notes and Section 50.00 and Sections 56.00 to 

60.00 and 168.00 of the Law, the powers and duties of the Board of Trustees relative to 

authorizing bond anticipation notes and prescribing the terms, form and contents and as to the 

sale and issuance of the bonds herein authorized, and of any bond anticipation notes issued in 

anticipation of said bonds, and the renewals of said bond anticipation notes, and as to the 

execution of agreements for credit enhancements, are hereby delegated to the Village 

Treasurer, the chief fiscal officer of the Village. 

Section 6.  The validity of the bonds authorized by this resolution, and of any 

notes issued in anticipation of the sale of said bonds, may be contested only if: 

(a)   such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which the 

Village is not authorized to expend money, or 

(b)   the provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of the 

publication of such resolution, or a summary thereof, are not substantially 

complied with, 

and an action, suit or proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days 

after the date of such publication, or 

(c)   such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the 

constitution. 

Section 7.  This bond resolution shall take effect immediately, and the Village 

Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish the foregoing resolution, in summary, 

together with a Notice attached in substantially the form prescribed by Section 81.00 of the 

Law in “Times Herald Record,” a newspaper having a general circulation in the Village and 

hereby designated the official newspaper of said Village for such publication. 

The adoption of the foregoing resolution was made on a motion by Trustee 

Gormley seconded by Conklin and duly put to a vote on roll call, which resulted as follows: 

Ayes:   Trustees Conklin, Gormley, Dwyer and Chan  

Nays:  None 

The resolution was declared adopted. 

APPOINTMENT – 2 P/T COURT OFFICER POSITIONS: 

Village Justice Strauss, Acting Justice Lezak and Mayor Purcell completed interviews for 

prospective Court Office Candidates.  The top two candidate’s choices were submitted to the 

Police Department for standard background checks.  Both candidates passed.  

Recommendation was to appoint Alfred Jensen and Thomas Servino.  On a motion by Trustee 

Chan seconded by Trustee Dwyer, it was: 

 



RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepted the recommendation of the interviewing 

committee and appoint Alfred E. Jensen, 5 Cropsey Street, Warwick, NY 10990 and Thomas 

M. Servino, 20 Sunset Terrace, Highland Mills, NY 10930 to the position of part-time Court 

Attendant effective October 7, 2015 at the rate of $15/hour with a one year probationary 

period. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Conklin, Gormley, Chan and Dwyer 

Nays:   None 

 

Alfred Jensen replaces Tim Lee who resigned 1/7/14.  Thomas Servino replaces Robert Rahn 

who resigned on 9/30/15. 

 

V/H PITNEY BOWES POSTAGE METER EXPIRATION / NEW LEASE THROUGH FP 

MAILING SOLUTIONS: 

 

Recent notification was received that the lease on the Village Hall Pitney Bowes Model DM525 

expired on 9/30/15.  The current model cannot be leased again or purchased as this model is no 

longer manufactured or serviced.  Treasurer Murray is recommending that we lease a PostBase 

85 mailing machine.  On a motion by Trustee Conklin seconded by Trustee Gormley it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board approved a 5-year lease (expiration 9/30/2020)for a EZPOSTAVP 85 

Mailing Machine through FP Mailing Solutions, 140 N Mitchell Ct., Ste 200, Addison, IL 

60101-5629  at a rate of $185/monthly. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Conklin, Gormley, Dwyer and Chan 

Nays:  None 

 

NYS BUILDING OFFICIALS CONFERENCE 11/18/15 B.I. WILKINS: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Dwyer, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, The Board approved the attendance of Building Inspector Wilkins at the NYS 

Mid-Hudson Building Officials Conference on Wednesday, November 18, 2015 at Villa 

Borghese in Wappingers Falls, NY.  Cost of the conference is $100.00 budgeted from line 

A3620.472.  Course provides seven hours of in-service training. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Conklin, Gormley, Dwyer and Chan 

Nays:  None  

 

LOCAL LAW #3 OF 2015 ADOPTION – PARTIAL TAX EXEMPTION FOR QUALIFIED 

DIABLED PROPERTY OWNERS: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Conklin seconded by Trustee Gormley, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees adopts Local Law #3 of 2015 adding to the code of the 

Village of Monroe Chapter 180 by adding a new subsection entitled “Partial Exemption for 

Qualifying Disabled Property Owners” (see text on page 235).  This Local Law shall take effect 

upon filing with the Secretary of State. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Conklin, Gormley, Dwyer and Chan 

Nays:  None 

 

PET COSTUME PARADE SPONSORED BY BEE-WELL PETS & THE PETS I LOVE 

VETERINARY HOSPITAL 10/25/15 FROM 11AM TO 1 PM: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Gormley, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the request of Kenneth Steger, 791 Route 17M, 

and Debra Szpicek & Anthony Smatt of The Pets I Love Veterinary Hospital, 200 Spring 

Street, Monroe, NY to sponsor a “Costume Pet Parade” around the pond on Sunday, October 

25, 2015 from 11 AM – 1 PM.  Certificate of Insurance was filed.  Sign-off on the Events 

Application was completed by Lt. Conklin and Building Inspector Wilkins. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Conklin, Gormley, Dwyer and Chan 

Nays:  None 

 



SCARECROW LIGHT POLE DECORATING 10/17/15 BY MONROE GARDEN CLUB AND 

GIRL SCOUTS: 

 

The local Girl Scouts troops in conjunction with the MW Garden Club have been displaying 

fall decorations on the 22 light poles in the downtown for the past three years.  Decorations 

consist of corn stalks and scarecrows that are designed by the Girl Scouts. The scheduled date 

for decorating is Saturday, October 17
th

 beginning at 9:30 AM.  On a motion by Trustee 

Conklin seconded by Trustee Gormley, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the request of the Monroe Garden Club and Girl 

Scout Troop #640 to decorate the light poles in the downtown with scarecrows for fall.  

Cornstalks, zip ties and ribbons for poles ($231) will be allocated budget line A7110.422 or 

A5182.438. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Conklin, Gormley, Dwyer and Chan 

Nays:  None 

 

25
th

 ANNUAL TURKEY TROT RACE 11/28/15 FROM 9 – 10:30 AM: 

 

Police Lt Conklin approved the security, traffic control and parking plan.  Approval is 

contingent upon securing a permit from the Orange County DPW for use of County roads.  On 

a motion by Trustee Conklin seconded by Trustee Chan, it was unanimously: 

 

RESOLVED, contingent upon State and County approval for use of roads the Board of 

Trustees approved the Monroe Joint Park Recreation Commission’s request to use the 

following roads for their 24
th

 Annual Turkey Trot Race on Saturday, November 28, 2015: 

 

Starting at Smith’s Clove Park, right onto Spring Street, left onto Mapes Place, left onto 

Carpenter Place, right onto Maple Ave., cross Stage Road to Mill Pond Parkway, up to 

Airplane Park, right onto Route 17M/Route 208, cross North Main Street to Schunnemunk 

Street, around to Forest Avenue, down Franklin Ave. to Spring Street making a left and 

returning to Smith’s Clove Park.  The race will run from 9-10:30 AM.  The event will be 

coordinated with the Monroe Police Dept. 

 

Marshall and Sterling will be notified to include this event to the Village’s insurance as a 

community event. 

 

UNITED MONROE BOOTH @ COMMUTER PARKING LOT ADJACENT TO THE 

MONROE VILLAGE FARMER’S MARKET 9/20-11/1/15 FROM 9 AM – 2 PM: 

 

An Event’s Application was received from United Monroe, Emily Convers, Chairwoman, to set 

up a booth at the commuter parking lot adjacent to the Monroe Village Farmer’s Market on 

Sunday’s from September 20
th

 to November 1
st
 from 9 AM to 2 PM.  The purpose is to provide 

information to the public about local issues; particularly the Monroe election for Town 

Council.  Police Lt Conklin signed off on security, traffic control and parking plan.  No 

vehicles, booths, tents, tables, chairs, etc. may obstruct vehicular or pedestrian traffic. On a 

motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Conklin, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, contingent upon approval of sign-off on the “Event’s Application”, the Board of 

Trustees approved the request of United Monroe to use the commuter parking lot adjacent to 

the Monroe Farmer’s Market Sunday’s from September 20
th

 to November 1
st
 to campaign for 

their Town of Monroe Election Candidates. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Conklin, Gormley, Dwyer and Chan 

Nays:  None 

 

SMITH FARM TRAFFIC CONTROL LIGHT: 

 

Engineer John O’Rourke, P.E., Lanc & Tully Engineering was present on behalf of the 

Planning Board to review the engineering proposals received for preparation of a traffic signal 

at Route l7M and Gilbert Street.  As part of the Planning Board approval with the Smith Farm 

development there was a traffic analysis done and a traffic light anticipated to be required 

after Building Permits were issued.  Several of those were in the Town or Monroe and we do 

not have control over those so it was revised to after 35 Building Permits (all in the Village) 

were issued that we would re-evaluate the traffic.  There was a cost analysis that came up and 

the developer is ready to post that money to the Village.  Because of all the construction on-

going in that area now and over the next couple of years, we would like to get the traffic 



consultant in here, get the permit and actually build the base for the traffic light.  We have two 

proposals for Traffic Signal Design and Permitting Services; one from Maser Consulting P.E., 

and the other from Creighton Manning Engineering, LLP.  Both firms are traffic firms used in 

his area.  Generally, the proposals are the same price.   Creighton Manning was $12,500 and 

Maser was $10,250.  Maser did not include meetings.  If you add the meetings it comes to 

$11,500.  So, there is a $1,000 difference between the two proposals. Both firms have been 

involved in the project.  Maser is also involved in the Crystal Run Project which ties into this 

project.  They have more background with the information.  The scope of work is the same and 

you are comparing apples to apples.  Supt. Smith commented. the Village is going to design the 

traffic signal and build it and the State will own it.  Smith Farm and Crystal Run have 

contributed money to the Village to pay for the light ($177,000), Mayor Purcell said.  On a 

motion by Trustee Conklin seconded by Trustee Chan it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepted the proposal of Creighton Manning Engineering 

LLP for the Traffic Signal Design and Permitting Services for NY Route l7M and Gilbert 

Street in the amount of $12,500. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Conklin, Gormley, Dwyer and Chan 

Nays:  None 

 

Engineer O’Rourke said he would notify both firms. 

 

MILL POND DAM UPDATE: 

 

Engineer O’Rourke reported plans have been submitted to the DEC and Army Corp of 

Engineers who came back with comments.  The comments were addressed and resubmitted.  

They are reviewing the response.   

 

FLOOD ANALYSIS SURVEY OF VILLAGE BUILDINGS: 

 

Mayor Purcell said Marshall and Sterling notified us that our insurance was going to increase 

$42,000 because there were buildings owned by the Village of Monroe that were in the Flood 

Plan.  Mayor Purcell reached out to Engineer O’Rourke to resolve that our buildings are above 

the floodplain elevations.  Lanc & Tully confirmed that, and that will save the Village the 

$42,000. 

 

INTERDEPARTMENTAL ISSUES, PROCESSES & PROCEDURES DISCUSSION – 

PLANNING BOARD CHAIRMAN PARISE: 

 

Planning Board Chairman Gary Parise was present to discuss interdepartmental issues, Village 

processes and Procedures.  This matter was referred to Executive Session. 

 

ORANGE COUNTY DRUG TASK FORCE: 

 

Trustee Conklin commented that during our last meeting there was conversation on the 

Orange County Task Force.  Trustee Conklin said she did a lot of research and it does not 

make sense to her.  She gave Trustee Dwyer a list of questions she had when he and Trustee 

Chan met with DA Hoovler and Sheriff DuBois.  Her concern was why are we sending one of 

our officers to be a part of the O.C. Drug Task Force.  She received several different answers to 

her questions which she believes confirms what she feels.  If we have a drug case we call the 

Orange County Drug Task Force.  They come down and work with our Detective and they 

solve the case.  To loan the Task Force one of our men, taking him out of our Village doesn’t 

seem cost effective when the Task Force is already coming here because that is their job. 

 

Trustee Dwyer commented on his and Trustee Chan’s meeting with DA Hoovler and Sheriff 

DuBois.  Trustee Dwyer said he learned a lot about their need and our need.  You need to be 

able to work with a broader picture than you normally work.   Our PD has a limited number of 

resources.  One of Trustee Conklin’s questions, “are we currently receiving the services of the 

O.C. Task Force”?  They said yes we are.  As the Police Department collects data, this Task 

Force as a participating agency, will enhance our resources.  When you are working in 

investigative work, you need resources.  You need to have as many people’s boots on the 

ground, ears listening, eyes seeing what’s going on.  In our Monroe community we have a 

serious drug problem.  Participating in the Drug Task Force initially, Trustee Dwyer was not 

interested.  But as he learned more he realizes that the participation allows us to build upon a 

data base.  Whatever intel is gathered in the Town of Newburgh, Port Jervis, City of 

Middletown, Westchester County, NYC, you are building a team of people who are 

communicating.  If you don’t communicate you have a different perspective and you’re not 



joining it to one goal.   Being part of the Task Force as a team will allow our office to receive 40-

60 hours of training in high intensity drug traffic area, very specific schooling to be brought 

back to the department.  In addition, the officer will be able to utilize that experience and 

training in the field.  The best education is in the field.  You can only learn so much in the 

classroom.  Being part of the Task Force allows us to weigh in on the entire State, County and 

Federal opportunities.  There are levels that we would have access to that we don’t have now.  

One of the collateral issues is when we involve ourselves in these cases there is a lot of other 

crimes that go on, not just drugs.  Drugs create an environment for burglaries, assaults, 

robberies, muggings and other types of crimes.  Trustee Dwyer is on board with joining the 

Task Force, investing our officer to see if it works.  When you have seizures of assets in a 

community, a percentage of the assets seized come back to the Village, the place where the 

crime occurred, tax-free dollars to use as we need.  A portion goes to the Task Force and a 

portion toward education. 

 

Trustee Chan, at the meeting asked the DA/Sheriff what percent of drugs they felt we had in 

Monroe, they said 10%.  The big picture is the drug runners and drug dealers.  You can have a 

dealer in Monroe who goes to other communities and come back when they need money.  

Trustee Chan also asked if we committed for 3-6 months are we committed after that time.  The 

answer was no.  It is open ended as far as the manpower and commitment.  It is an all- 

encompassing picture.  You have to attack the whole problem not just Monroe’s portion of the 

problem. 

 

Trustee Conklin asked is the drug task force’s main objective to work with municipalities to 

gather this information and hopefully end this drug problem?  By the Village of Monroe 

participating that information is going to be given to us whether we participate or not.  If we 

have a drug case and call the task force to come down they are going to have information from 

every other area they have been called to.  There are only 4 other municipalities that 

participate, Goshen, Washingtonville, Chester and Wallkill.  Trustee Conklin said to her it does 

not make sense to send one of our Detectives to the Task Force.  That leaves us with only one 

Detective in the Village.  Trustee Conklin called Al Bailchi, instructor for High Intensive Drug 

Traffic Area (HIDTA) today.  He does all the training and is willing to come here and train our 

officers at our Police Department.  There is no waiting list for classes.  You don’t have to be in 

the Task Force to receiving training.  When the Drug Task Force comes to Monroe, do our 

Detectives work with them while they are here?  Chief Melchiorre said not all the time.  Trustee 

Conklin feels it is a double service. We are paying taxes to the Orange County Task Force that 

is already established.  We are paying a salary for a detective in the Village of Monroe to do his 

job somewhere else.  Now we are taking one of our Detectives and sending him to work 

elsewhere with the Task Force.  Some of the places don’t participate in the Task Force.  If you 

go on-line and read the articles, where are these officers sent?  To the City of Middletown, City 

of Port Jervis! 

 

Trustee Chan feels this is an opportunity to find out if we can have some benefit from this 

whole program.  It doesn’t hurt to try it.  Three months gives us time to see. 

 

Mayor Purcell commented that one of the things important about local government is when you 

share resources.  You get a return on that cooperation.  It is the responsibly of government to 

help our neighboring communities.  As we’ve done in the past when we sent a DPW crew to 

Buffalo to help with the brutal snow storm.  We were one of the few that did.  We did the right 

thing.  In business when you share resources you get more in the world of policing from the FBI 

down.  Agencies don’t like to share information.  This might give us the opportunity to build a 

relationship with the Orange County Sheriff’s Department learning things we wouldn’t 

otherwise learn.  To single out one community and say we shouldn’t send someone to help out is 

short sighted.  Mayor Purcell said he has learned in business when you cooperate with your 

competitors or agencies you are working with, you get a lot more help in return than not 

cooperating at all.  It wouldn’t cost us anything at all.  We were clear on that. 

 

Trustee Gormley is concerned that every year at budget time the Chief asks for more officers 

and we can’t afford to add another officer with benefits.  The cost is too much.  It would be too 

much of a budget increase.  We can’t keep under the 2% tax cap anymore and we’re going to 

send an officer to the Task Force?  According to the study that was done, we are already down 

officers. 

 

Trustee Conklin reiterated it is a service we already received.  She is 100% against joining the 

Task Force.  She feels there is a huge political undertone here. 

 

Trustee Chan said our drug problem does not stop at the borders of the Village of Monroe.  It 

is all encompassing. 



 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Dwyer, it was: 

 

RSOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved entering into the terms and conditions of the 

Cooperative Agreement provided by the Orange County Drug Task Force. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Dwyer, Chan and Mayor Purcell 

Nays:  Trustees Conklin and Gormley 

 

 MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Gazebo Decorating:  Mayor Purcell thanked Trustee Conklin for the great job she did with the 

fall decorating at the Mill Pond Gazebo in Crane Park. 

 

Route 208 Bridge Repairs: The State is moving forward on the project to repair the Route 208 

Bridge.  Supt Smith has a meeting tomorrow regarding this project.  Construction is scheduled 

for 2017 

 

County Roads in the Village to be taken over by the Village:  Attorney Bonacic has reviewed 

the potential agreement for the Village to take over all county roads in the Village of Monroe.  

It has been sent back to the County Attorney for review.  Once the Board accepts the 

agreement with the County, we will be taking over those roads and implementing changes for a 

better quality of life in the Village. 

 

Thank You M-W School District:  Mayor Purcell thanked the M-W School District for 

adopting a school tax exemption for veteran’s that served our country.  Through the efforts of 

Veteran Organizations and municipal leaders the School Board approved the exemption. Our 

thanks to the M-W School District for listening and adopting the exemption. 

 

Thank You Assemblyman Brabenec:  Through Assemblyman Brabenec the Village of Monroe 

has secured $2,500 from the State that will be put toward a message board that will be 

conducive to Crane Park.  The sign will be similar to the one at Sacred Heart Church on Still 

Road.  We won’t have to put up banners anymore.  All events for the Village will be able to be 

advertised on the sign. 

 

Emergency Action Plan for the Mill Pond Dam:  The Village of Monroe EmergencyAction Plan 

for the Mill Pond Dam has been updated and filed with the NYS DEC Dam Safety division and 

O.C. Emergency Management.                       

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   #PRESENT: 8  TIME:  8:10 PM 

 

Loraine Loening commented that the Village has hired 2 Court Officers and neither of them 

live in the Village of Monroe.  Why?  Mayor Purcell said no one applied from the Village.  

Were there no females?  There was one but certain things were not proper, Mayor Purcell said. 

 

Lori and Steven Nagengast, 539 High Street came before the Board regarding the work being 

done behind their home for the new water pump station and water tower.  Mr. Nagengast said 

she and her husband are the original homeowners and have lived there 32 years.  On 9/1/15 she 

went to work and without notification when she came home all the trees behind her fence in her 

backyard were gone.  It is Village property.  She found out the removal was for a larger pump 

station and water tower.  Again, she has lived there 32 years.  Are taxpayers never notified of 

work being done that directly impact them?  For 32 years there were woods behind her home.  

They built their home there and raised their children there.  There is now a big mound of dirt 

behind her house.  It is a big mess!  She has spoken to Mayor Purcell, Inspector Wilkins and 

DPW Supt. Smith.  Mr. Smith has been wonderful, kind and courteous to both her and her 

husband.  Mr. Smith has advised them that the finished product will look like a park like 

setting and she should not have any water problems and if she does to contact him.  The 

completion date for the work should be 9/2015.  The Nagengast’s are still very concerned.  They 

are interested in seeing architectural drawings for this construction site behind her fence.  Her 

home is for sale.  She and her husband spent the summer doing work to ready the house to put 

on the market to sell in September.  She is very concerned to know what the plan is.  Several 

people have come to her house.  On-line it looks very nice.  The backyard isn’t shown.  The 

possible buyers like her home but the way the backyard now looks is a deterrent to possible 

buyers.  The Nagengasts don’t know when they will be able to sell their home.  Please let me 

know will I have trees, a retaining wall, a higher fence, what will be done.  She invited the 

Board to visit her property to see what she is talking about.  She said she would appreciate it if 

they did so.  She asked that her comments be made part of the minutes. 



 

Matt Hoenninger thanked the Police Department for more frequent monitoring of speeding on 

Stage Road.  He suggested, incentive wise, the Police should write more tickets.  Give the 

Officers overtime to ticket in targeted areas,  You’re willing to send an officer to the Task 

Force of which he supports, a lot of drugs are transported by vehicles, you are doing car stops, 

it goes in connection with law enforcement.  A trained officer can make arrests that way.  If 

they get overtime they are more likely to write more tickets. 

 

 

Joe DeMartini, 547 High Street commented that he is a neighbor of the Nagengasts.  His 

concern is with the excavation of the property where the water tower is going.  He is concerned 

with water run-off on his property that goes onto his driveway.  When the project is completed 

he wants assurances that it will look good. 

 

Jerry Fincke, 70 Mill Pond Parkway, The Depot (Shortline Bus Terminal) on behalf of his wife 

Cecilia presented the Board with a petition signed by 35 people asking the Board to keep Mill 

Pond Parkway open to through traffic during special events.  All the people who signed the 

petition but one are farmer’s market customer’s.  There have been two car shows that hurt the 

Farmer’s Market.  There are 11 busses that run on Sunday between 9 AM and 3 PM.  The 

Shortline Bus Terminal on Mill Pond Parkway is one of the biggest stations.  Mr. Fincke 

received lots of complaints that people could not make it across 17M to get the bus.  Older 

Farmer’s Market customers could not get close enough to the Farmer’s Market because of the 

Mill Pond being closed to vehicular traffic.  It is a great disservice to the Farmer’s Market.  

Between the lack of access and customers crossing 17M complaints abound.   

 

Mary Liga, 16 Reynolds Road thanked the Police Department for more enforcement.  Speeding  

      car traffic has been reduced.  She asked if the front of her home could be raked off.  She was 

told to speak to the Planning Board.  Then she was told to speak to the excavator’s for the 

subdivision.  It is a small area.  The reason for raking off is there are large rocks and tree roots.  

It is close to her house and the debris is hitting the house when cars speed by.  She spoke to the 

developer’s backhoe man.  Workers have no idea when they will be back.  With the recent rain 

the debris has migrated toward her driveway.  Trustee Gormley will meet with Supt. Smith and 

try to resolve Mrs. Liga’s problem. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION / ADJOURNMENT: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Conklin seconded by Trustee Dwyer, and carried, following a 5-minute 

recess the Board convened in Executive Session for discussion of Attorney Client Privilege. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Gormley and carried, the open meeting 

resumed at 9:30 PM. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Gormley and carried, no further business, 

the meeting was adjourned at 9:35 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Virginia Carey 

Village Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


