
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 27, 2013 

 

The August Meeting of the Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, August 27, 2013 at 7 PM in 

the Boardroom of the Village Hall, 7 Stage Road, Monroe, NY.  Mayor James Purcell called the 

meeting to order and led in the pledge to the flag.  Emergency exits were announced. 

 

Present:   Mayor Purcell; Trustees Gormley, Chan, Conklin and Wright 

Also present: Attorney Bonacic, Treasurer Murray, DPW Supt. Smith, Police Chief           

Melchiorre, Building Inspector Wilkins and Village Clerk Carey 

 

MINUTE APPROVAL:  JULY 16, 2013 

 

On a motion by Trustee Conklin seconded by Trustee Chan, with all in favor, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the Minutes of the July 16, 2013 Minutes. 

 

DRAFT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN PUBLIC HEARING CONTINUED: 

See Minutes page 188, 6/18/13 

 

Comment on the Draft Comprehensive Plan dated 6/27/13 and prepared by Matthew M. Ryan, 

Planner with the Orange County Department of Planning.   Planner Ryan’s comments were as 

follows: 

 

Planner Ryan found no evidence that significant inter-municipal or county-wide impacts would 

result from its approval.  The Planning Department appreciates the addition of many positive 

recommendations to the proposed comprehensive plan, particularly those pertaining to 

affordable housing opportunities, economic development, pedestrian connectivity, trail 

expansion, and environmental and watershed protection.  All of the plan recommendations are 

in line with the Orange County Comprehensive Plan, as they protect the environment, facilitate 

diversified housing opportunities, improve pedestrian safety and access, and/or preserve the 

County’s historic heritage.  The following advisory comments were offered: 

 

 

 While an array of helpful, informative map layouts and extents are provided to 

supplement the content throughout each section of the draft comprehensive plan, there 

needs to be concise, clearer reference to these map documents within the text.  Several of 

these maps provide excellent detail and content, but are not acknowledged or referenced 

within the document. 

+ We recommend providing a clearer reference to include maps within the relevant  

    section(s) of the plan; specifically, maps on pages 2,112 27/29, 35, 49, 65/67, 70-79, 87,   

    91 and 112. 

+ We also recommend that all photos and funding opportunities in the document be  

    referenced within the text, and that a consistent style of titles or captions be used to 

    clearly indicate the content of each.  Many of these items provide valuable  

    information but have no direct linkage to the points and presentations made in the  

    plan. 

+ The map depicting percentage of renter occupied housing on page 27 should  

    incorporate a more varied color scheme in order to clearly portray the rental 

    differences between block groups. 

+The map depicting existing sidewalks and priority linkages on page 79 is particularly 

   important as it illustrates the pedestrian framework throughout the Village; we  

   recommend providing a larger and clearer version of this map such as an 11”x17” 

   layout or in the document appendix. 

 

 When explaining the current zoning on Page 15, the document reads “the extension of 

Route 17M into the unincorporated Town…” however, the term unincorporated should 

be removed or replaced as it has a fairly specific meaning in the context of 

municipalities. 

 

 As several sections of the plan include references to provisions for young families and 

young professionals, such as within Objective 3 of the “Housing Related Master Plan 

Goals, Objectives and Strategies”, we recommend the following: 

 

 

 



+Additional demographic indictors, such as those related to current household and 

family characteristics, could be included to provide a more accurate depiction of the  

resident population in the Village.  These include, but are not limited to the composition 

of marital status, average family size, household with individuals 65 years and over, 

and/or the number of households with individuals under 18 years.  This type of 

breakdown would also help to support many of the topics and findings related to area-

markets presented in the Economic Development section of the plan. 

+ The demographic and socio-economic indicators presented within the introductory 

“People section (page 14-17) could be reported for both Households and Families in the 

Village.  Particularly in the realm of median income, the annual earnings of households 

are typically reported as less than that of families, as many households consist of only 

one person. 

 

 In reference to design controls within the UR-M zoning district, recommendation H1.3.1 

states “This may include permitting ground floor retail where the underlying zoning 

district is commercial, requiring maximum setbacks from public right-of-way… and other 

nontraditional design standards”;  however, this statement should likely be rephrased as 

“reducing minimum setbacks given the focus on encouraging neotraditional design. 

 

 We recommend including additional context regarding the Orange Heritage Trail as a 

major artery for non-motorized transportation throughout the County, in addition to 

providing connectivity for bicyclists and pedestrians between other developed centers 

and eventual trail expansion to the city of Middletown.  The County of Orange is 

actively engaged in an update of the Non-Motorized Transportation Plan, which will 

underscore the importance of the Heritage Trail in facilitating various Country-wide 

objectives pertaining to non-motorized transportation planning. 

 

 Regarding the incentivizing of dedication for environmentally-sensitive lands 

throughout the Village, we suggest including references to alternative protection routes 

such as conservation easements and the role of non-profit organizations and land trusts 

within Recommendation P1.2.3. 

 

 In describing the existing facilities for Public Transportation on page 62, we recommend 

acknowledging the presence of the Orange County Main Line, a local bus service serving 

the Village of Monroe and major attractions along the Route 17 corridor; additionally, 

the description of existing traffic congestion within the Village on page 64 should 

reference the future plans to expand Larkin Drive (“Larkin Drive Extension”) in the 

Town of Monroe as this project has the potential to drastically impact traffic circulation 

throughout the Village. 

 

 Within Recommendation T1.6.1, we recommend including a reference to the NYS 

Complete Streets Act passed in 2011, which provides thorough descriptions of the design 

elements of a complete street in addition to guidance on funding for roadway 

reconstruction and rehabilitation. 

 

 We encourage the Village to utilize, reference, and incorporate the Orange County 

Design Manual (2011) throughout the Village 2.0 Comprehensive Plan.  Specifically, we 

emphasize the benefit of using local design literature in place of other diagrams or 

visualizations such as those used from Flagstaff, Arizona on page 41 or Cattaraugus 

County on page 113.  We would be happy to provide the Village with a copy of the 

Design Manual, which is also available on the Planning website:  

http://www.orangecountygov.com/filestorage/124/1362/4663/orangecountydesign 

manual.pdf  

 

 We recommend improving the presentation of background and trade area data within 

the Retail Marketplace Demographic Study provided in the plan, specifically regarding 

the supply and demand for individual retail sub-sectors.  As the area-based observations 

and later recommendation discuss the availability of specific types of retail, such as 

specialty food stores, clothing stores, and general merchandise, at minimum there 

should be a simplified presentation of this data and/or an appendix with comprehensive 

information about the retail industry in the local market. 

 

 

No further comment was received. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Wright, the Public Hearing was closed. 

 

http://www.orangecountygov.com/filestorage/124/1362/4663/orangecountydesign%20manual.pdf
http://www.orangecountygov.com/filestorage/124/1362/4663/orangecountydesign%20manual.pdf


BUDGETARY TRANSFERS / MODIFICATION: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Conklin seconded by Trustee Gormley, with all in favor, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board authorized the Treasurer to make the following budget modifications 

to balance the budget: 

 

FROM:     TO:       

 

A9950.960 Transfers Crane Pk Rsv A7110.200 Parks Cr Pk Outlay $20,000.00 

     Budget Modification 

A1560 Safety Inspection Fee  A1440.450 Engineering Contr’l              531.00 

A4960 FEMA     A5110.400 St Maint Asphalt             188,149.12 

A2701 Refunds Prior Period  A3120.412 PD Uniform          660.40 

A2770 Misc Income    A8020.450 Planning Contr’l                 4,681.50 

A2770 Misc Income    A5110.400 Asphalt      21,060.00 

 

 

AARB REAPPOINTMENTS:  LINDA BURROUGHS / NEIL DWYER 

 

A letter was received from AARB Chairman, Joseph Mancuso, endorsing the reappointments 

of Linda Burrough’s and Neil Dwyer.  On a motion by Mayor Purcell seconded by Trustee 

Wright, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepted the recommendation of the AARB and reappoints 

the following to the Architectural Appearance Review Board: 

 

Linda Burroughs to a 5-year term (8/27/13 – 8/2018   (Linda has served 21 years) 

Neil Dwyer to a 5 year term (8/27/13 – 8/2018) 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Conklin 

Nays:  None 

 

PERMANENT APPOINTMENT:  ALESSIO MELCHIORRE CHIEF OF POLICE 

 

On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee Conklin, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, having served 20 weeks probationary period as required by Civil Service Law, 

the Board of Trustees is pleased to appoint Alessio A. Melchiorre to the permanent position of 

Police Chief effective this date at the rate of $115,000/year. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Conklin 

Nays:  None 

 

AGREEMENT:  ELECTRIC UTILITY BILLING 

 

Treasurer Murray and Mayor Purcell met with Melissa Massimi from M & R Energy 

Resources Corporation.  M & R Energy is partnered with Direct Energy.  Our current contract 

with them is due to expire in May 2014.  M & R Energy is on the County’s bid list.  If the 

Village locks in now to renew upon expiration, we would save upwards of 20% off our current 

rate of 007374/kilowatt.  On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Conklin, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved a 1-year Energy Service Agreement with M & R 

Energy Resource Corp, PO Box 292, Mountainville, NY 10953 @ 0.06719/KWH for 12 months.  

It is further 

 

RESOLVED, that Mayor Purcell is authorized to sign the agreement on the Village’s behalf. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Conklin 

Nays:  None 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BID AUTHORIZATION – WATER LINE REPLACEMENT ON SUMMIT ST. & MIDOAKS 

STREET: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Conklin, with all in favor, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorized the bidding for installation of approximately 

3,000’ Feet of 8” DIP water main, hydrant, tapping sleeves and valves and all appurtenances to 

replace existing 4” water main on Summit Street and Midoaks Street.  The Village Clerk is 

authorized to advertisement in the Times Herald Record on Friday, August 30, 2013.  Bid 

opening on September 13, 2013. 

 

BID AWARD:  NORTH MAIN STREET SIDEWALK REPLACEMENT CDBG 2013 

 

Ten sets of contract documents were picked by prospective bidders.  7 bid proposals were 

received and opened on August 19, 2013 at 9 AM for the North Main Street Sidewalk 

Replacement Project. The three lowest bids were reviewed by Lanc & Tully Engineering (R O 

Excavating, o., Inc. $39,290, Raines & Nagler Contracting $68,100 and CMC Construction 

Group, Inc. $70,770).  R.O. Excavating Co., Inc., the lowest responsible bidder, submitted all 

the required documentation and bidding certificate.  Reference checked and those contacted 

stated the contractors were equipped and performance records were satisfactory for 

completion for this type of project.    Upon concurrence of Joanne Fazzino, OC Community 

Development, Brian Smith, DPW Supt., and Village Attorney Bonacic, Lanc & Tully 

Engineering has no objections to the Village awarding this project to R O Excavating.  On a 

motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Conklin, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepted the recommendation of Lanc & Tully 

Engineering (John O’Rourke, PE) endorsed by Orange County Community Development and 

awarded the bid for the North Main Street Sidewalk Replacement Project, Federal Contract # 

B-13UC-36-0105 / County Contract # 30/138693.7150A13, to R O Excavating, Co., Inc., 590 

County Route 105, Monroe, NY 10950 in the amount of $39,290. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Conklin 

Nays:  None 

 

Contract signing / pre-construction meeting will be at 10 AM, Thursday, August 29, 2013 at the 

DPW Superintendent’s office. 

 

RFP FOR TREE REMOVAL SERVICES: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Conklin, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved advertising for a Request for Proposals for tree 

removal.  The service contract will be for one year on-call service.  RFP will be published on 

August 30, 2013 with bid opening on September 6
th

. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Conklin 

Nays:  None 

 

HEO F/T POSITION ADVERTISING AUTHORIZATION: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Chan, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorized the Village Clerk to place a “Help Wanted” ad 

in the Times Herald Record for the full-time position of Heavy Equipment Operator with the 

Public Works Department.  Applicant must have CDL License and (3) years experience in 

related work.  Mechanical and Technical abilities required.  Village resident preferred.  Salary 

for position is $30.50/hr. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Conklin 

Nays:  None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPOINTMENT:  P/T DISPATCHER, KIM HALL 

 

On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee Conklin, and carried, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the appointment of Kim Hall, 38 North Lynn 

Street, Warwick, NY to the position of part-time Police Dispatcher, effective September 1, 2013 

at a salary of $18/hour.   

 

TURN THE TOWNS TEAL AWARENESS CAMPAIGN FOR OVARIAN CANCER – 

RIBBONS ON LIGHT POLES   ON LAKE STREET: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Conklin seconded by Trustee Wright, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the event application submitted by 

representative, Kathy Colquhoun, whereby “Turn the Towns Teal” an awareness campaign for 

ovarian cancer, is authorized to tie biodegradable ribbons on the light posts on Lake Street for 

the month of September to create awareness of ovarian cancer and its symptoms.  Ribbons will 

be removed on or about September 30
th

. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Conklin 

Nays:  None 

 

7th ANNUAL CRUISE-IN FOR ST JUDE CHILDREN’S RESEARCH BIKE RUN 9/15,  

9 AM – 6 PM: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Conklin, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, permission is hereby granted to Laura Ann Farms, Anthony Cuomo, for their 7th 

Annual Cruise-in for St Jude Children’s Research Bike Run on Sunday, September 15, 2013,  

9 AM – 6 PM at 401 Route 17M.  BBQ to be contained to the side and back parking lot.  Fire 

extinguishers and security to be provided.  Authorization is contingent upon the following: 

 

1]  Copy of the State Liquor Authority Temporary Permit is received by the Village Clerk 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Conklin 

Nays:  None  

 

2013 MONROE CROP WALK (5K WALK AROUND MILL PONDS) 10/27 – 2-4:30 PM: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Conklin, with all in favor, it was: 

 

Contingent upon filing a Certificate of Insurance as outlined in the Events Application and 

coordinating the event with Police Chief Melchiorre, it was: 

  

RESOLVED, permission is hereby granted to the Monroe-Woodbury Clergy Association for 

the 2013 Monroe Crop Hunger Walk on Sunday, October 27, 2013 from 2-4:30 PM.  Walk will 

commence and end at the Monroe Methodist Church utilizing the Crane Park Walkway Path.   

 

CORNERSTONE MASONIC HISTORICAL SOCIETY – UPDATED PLAN CONCERNING 

F-86L SABRE JET AT AIRPLANE PARK:   

 

Mayor Purcell prepared the following short history on the Sabre Jet F-86L: 

 

 Plane arrived in Village of Monroe’s Crane Park in 1963. 

 

 Plane setup as playground equipment. 

 

 1970 park named after Sergeant Ford Dally for bringing the plane to the park and  

creating an atmosphere of community spirit for all to enjoy. 

 

 1970 letter and article written about the park and its attraction from residents and 

Vacationers to the Air Force about the plane’s attraction to say “thank you”. 

 

 1976 then Mayor Gleason wrote a letter to the Dept. of Air Force to ask permission 

to remove or dismantle the plane due to its need of repair and its’ having been 

condemned by the Village’s insurance carrier as a huge liability. 

 



 1976 Air Force responds and said to dismantle the plane and all proceeds for scrap 

metal to stay with the village.  The Village did not move forward. 

 

 1980 Once again the Village Board passes resolution to dismantle due to vandalism, 

Liability and upkeep of the plane. 

 

 1980 Board of Trustee’s reverses its ruling and declares “stop gap” measures to fill 

Cockpit with cement and rebar to keep children from climbing in the cockpit. 

 

 1987 again the Village Board decides to send plane back the Dept. of the Air Force. 

 

 1987 Village Board rescinds its decision and has volunteers repair the plane and repaint 

it. 

 

 1987 letter sent to Congressman Ben Gilman for assistance with the project.  Request 

was to replace the plane.  At that time, there was no plane available.  Concerns from the 

Board under Mayor Dorn’s term, request was made to the Air Force to make the lease 

on the plane for static display only.  They wanted to put the plane on a pedestal to avoid 

vandalism or anymore damage as there were cases of children playing on the plane 

which lead to injuries and claims against the village. 

 

 1988 the plane was repaired and painted by volunteers. 

 

 1996 village received letter from insurance company to modify plane and equipment 

attached due to liability concerns.  Liability coverage at that time was $5,000,000. 

 

 2006 insurance company makes request to update all park equipment in Airplane Park.  

The park was closed for improvements and the plane was moved to the back 

of Airplane Park.  Our liability insurance coverage was increased to $10,000,000. 

 

 2006 village looked, to no avail, for a grant for a pedestal that was estimated to cost 

$7,000.   

 

 

 2006 a committee was put together for the new playground equipment.  Cost of 

equipment was $50,000.  That did not include the plane’s restoration. 

 

 2007 in April a letter was sent out to both private and public sector for donations and 

grants.  No response. 

 

 2008 an estimate from a company that refurbishes planes in the amount of $50,000 was 

rceived. That estimate included putting it on a pedestal. 

 

 2008 letter sent to Senator William Larkin for assistance. 

 

 2009 board agreed to terminate its lease and a letter was sent once again to the 

Department of the Air Force. 

 

 2009 Village Board agreed to rescind its decision to send the plane back to the Air Force 

and accepts Claude Gilman and volunteers to do the necessary repairs on the plane. 

 

 2013 Village Board decides to terminate lease with the Dept. of the Air Force due to 

constant vandalism, liability and cost to repair.  It was decided to terminate our lease 

with the Department of the Air Force and return it. 

 

 

CRANE PARK RESERVE FUND: 

 

 Currently there is $18,000 left in the Crane Park Reserve Fund.  We have $165,000 for 

engineering fees coming up for the dam’s refurbishment that is out of pocket. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CRANE PARK UPKEEP: 

 

 $33,000/year cost of Aquatic Weed Control of the Mill Ponds. 

 $18,000 cost of fountains apiece.  We are looking to replace one. 

 $500,000 approximate cost to repair the dam. 

 $100,000 engineering fees for dam plus permits and inspections by DEC. 

 $65,000 engineering fees for soil testing for the Dam and possible dredging.  Dredging 

cost could cost 1-3 million dollars. 

 1983 DEC Report done on dam but no repairs were made. 

 2005 Village submitted report to DEC on dam, never followed up. 

 Village not entitled to FEMA money due to prior issues with the dam that were not 

corrected. 

 We cannot get downstream insurance coverage until the dam is fixed. 

 $6,000 a year spent for flower’s in the park and around the village. 

 Labor costs for DPW to maintain Crane Park. 

 

David Roman, 13 Ridgeway Drive, Warwick, NY was presenting the Cornerstone Masonic 

Historical Society, 300 Stage Road.  Mr. Roman introduced Teri Nygren and Colleen 

Monaghan, volunteers of the “Save the Plane” Project. 

 

Trustee Chan who Mayor Purcell appointed as the Village’s liaison with the “Save the Plane” 

committee reported he met twice with the group.  He commended their reliability, organization 

and passion in their mission to save the plane.  He thanked them for stepping forward.  Trustee 

Chan said the Mayor and Trustees are just as passionate about everything they do.  We are 

here for the community.  The Board has no problem reversing any decision they make as long 

as it is based on solid evidence and fact.  Trustee Chan said he was appointed by the Mayor to 

represent the Board with this group due to communication problems in the past.  In 2009 

retired Marine Claude Gilman got involved with the plane’s restoration because his wife, a 

Village resident, played on the plane as a child and had fond memories.  Mr. Gilman worked on 

the plane with fellow Marines.  Those Marine were deployed, the communication dropped.  The 

condition of the airplane has been ongoing for years.  Boards have talked about restoring it.  

Returning the plane to the Department of the Air Force.  With all the other things the Board 

has to deal with, the plane slips through the cracks.  Trustee Chan wanted it known for the 

record, the decision this Board made was based on the recommendation of our insurance 

provider that the plane was a liability.  At that time, the Board’s decision was based on 

economics.  The Board had open discussions at meetings of which no one was present.  The air 

Force offered to pay for the transportation back to Arizona.  In the future we do not know 

whether the cost of returning the plane would fall on who ever leases the plane or to wherever it 

is sent.  It would depend on the Federal government’s economic decision at that time.  Another 

reason for the Board’s decision was we have a lot of infrastructure that needs repair.  We have 

the Mill Pond Dam repair.  Engineering cost alone are estimated to run $160,000.  Bids for 

water main replacement, some mains date back to the 1800’s.  Main replacement is estimated at 

$300,000.  Roadwork repairs / replacement work is ongoing.  This Board didn’t just say we 

don’t want the plane, take it away.  Once the Board decided to terminate its lease with the 

Department of the Air Force, there was an outcry from the public and a grass root group to 

save the plane was formed.  The Board realizes that people really want the plane.  Before that 

the Board didn’t receive any type of response.  As the Board’s liaison, Trustee Chan feels going 

forward communication will not fall by the wayside.  The Village is the point of contact with the 

Department of the Air Force.  The committee will work through Trustee Chan going forward.   

 

As an update, Trustee Chan said, originally, by 8/31/13 the Village must let the Air Force know 

exactly its decision on keeping the aircraft.  As soon as we do that, the clock starts and within 

30 days they want a plan for restoration work.  The Air Force has also said the plane has to be 

a monument.  It can no longer be a playground piece of equipment.  Trustee Chan said that 

following his meeting with the group, he spoke with our insurance representative who indicated 

there has to be signage and preferably a 6’ fence around the plane.  There is no plan for 

drainage in that area.  DPW Supt. Smith has agreed to build up the area once it is decided 

where to put the plane.  Chief Melchiorre will be involved with the placement location for 

surveillance purposes.  Trustee Chan thanked the representative for coming tonight and for all 

the hard work you have put into this project.  It is appreciated by all of us, Trustee Chan said. 

 

Mr. Roman said Cornerstone Masonic Historical Society is a not-for-profit organization for 

McGarrah’s Inn at 300 Stage Road.  Their mission statement corresponds with saving relics in 

and around the Village.  The plan that the group has put together was presented.  They showed 

a similar plane in Woodridge, NY that has been restored.  It gave a general idea of what they 

are trying to achieve.  The plan would be a monument as opposed to a playground item.  It 

would be behind a fence on a concrete pad with illumination at night to minimize vandalism.  



The plane will be moved to the front of the park and put on a cement pad with visibility to both 

sides of the plane.  Repair work will be completed within one year’s time.  A more detailed plan 

will be presented at a later date.  Work will be done every other weekend with rotated shifts of 

workers.   

 

Mr. Gilman said the group has everything they need for the plane’s body.  Orange County 

Chopper’s as well as the Air Force have come forward to help with the body repairs.  The 

concrete cost is estimated at $4,500 for the pad.  The fence itself is $4,000 for material only.  

Volunteers will do the work.  The pad is 40’x40’.  Mayor Purcell gave Mr. Gilman a picture of 

a similar plane on a triangular pad.  Mayor Purcell suggested the group might save more 

money with that type of pad as compared to a square pad.  As a not-for-profit, the group is 

working with Home Depot and hopes for a 100% donation on the fence. 

 

Trustee Wright questioned the concrete cost.  He was told that the cost of a concrete slab would 

run around $20,000.  Now you’re saying $4,500.  That’s a large difference.  Mr. Gilman said it 

is 1-2 days of work without excavation.  The village DPW has agreed to do the excavation prep 

work.  The combined total, $8,500, for fence and concrete is subject to change.   

 

Financing:  Currently, the group has accumulated $9,000 in donations from volunteers, 

community members and donations. There is an upcoming fundraiser scheduled for September 

7
th

 at Bourbon Street.  The group is looking into grants available.  They feel they have the 

project under wraps as far as finances go so it will not be a burden on the village tax payers. 

 

Future:  Upon completion of the work the group is working to design a maintenance plan that 

will allow the Board to set up a line item in the budget for maintenance of the plane.  Mr. 

Roman said their idea as volunteers is to once a year, perhaps to correspond with “Operation 

Clean Sweep” to get out there and give the plane a coat of paint. 

 

Trustee Chan asked if it is possible if we move forward with the plane’s restoration to pour the 

concrete pad before winter.  Mr. Roman said that is the plan. 

 

Mayor Purcell commented that the Air Force was very specific about a plan and what was 

presented is part of it.  The Board needs a budget plan and an outline of the work to be done. 

Mr. Roman will get that information to the Mayor.  Donations can be made payable to the 

Cornerstone Masonic Historical Society and referenced “Airplane Project”.  Mayor Purcell 

commended the group for stepping up to the plate and fighting for what they believe in.  As a 

matter of clarification, Mayor Purcell said the Village Board did not make a resolution to 

terminate its lease with the Department of the Air Force.  They made a decision to notify the 

Air Force of our intention not to renew the lease and see what the Air Force would allow the 

village to do with the plane.  Would they take it for free, how would it be shipped?  We had to 

wait 30-60 days for a response.  We must now send a letter with the signed lease and move 

forward on the project.   

 

On a motion by Trustee Conklin seconded by Trustee Chan, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Village Board authorizes the Mayor to sign the lease agreement with the 

Department of the Air Force, Static Display Program, National Museum for the F-86L Sabre 

Jet Aircraft, 52-10052. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Conklin 

Nays:  None 

 

SAVE THE SABRE JET AIRPLANE FUNDRAISER 9/7 FROM 12-6 PM – SCOTT BENOIT / 

BOURBON STREET BAR & GRILL, 78 MILL POND PKWY: 

 

Scott Benoit (Bourbon Street Bar & Grill) on behalf of the Save “Save the Airplane” grass 

roots group submitted an Event Application for a concert in front of his restaurant at 78 Mill 

Pond Parkway for a fund raiser to restore the plane.  A certificate of Insurance was filed.  A 

letter granting permission for a band concert from the landlord is pending.  Event Application 

signoff / approval was done by the Building Inspector and Adm. Sergeant Conklin.  On a 

motion by Trustee Conklin seconded by Trustee Chan, with all in favor, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the “Save the Airplane” concert / fund raiser 

sponsored by Bourbon Street Bar and Grill, in front of 78 Mill Pond Parkway on Saturday, 

September 7, 2013 from 12-6 PM. 

 

 



MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

 Mayor Purcell recognized Amendola’s Pizza and Pasta (10 Pizzas) and Shoprite of Monroe 

(Peter Baird, Manager) (water, paper goods and sheet cake) for their support and generous 

donation for the Village’s 119
th

 Anniversary Celebration and Gazebo Dedication on Saturday, 

August 3, 2013. 

 

 Basic Star Registration Fact Sheet:  Mayor Purcell announced that residents will be receiving in 

the mail information of new legislation that requires all homeowners receiving a Basic Star 

exemption must register with the NYS Tax Department in order to receive exemption in 2014 

and subsequent years. 

 

 Mayor Purcell commented that two years ago the village applied for a grant for solar panels in 

the amount of $37,000.  We installed them at the water plant.  There was no cost to the Village.  

The grant was through NYSERDA and the County.  Prior to installation of the solar panels, our 

electric bills ran $19,727.32 since installation of the panels our electric bills have dropped to 

$5,097.17.  We’ve saved $14,000/year.  Mayor Purcell thanked Jim Cocks for writing the grant. 

 

BOARD COMMENT: 

 

Trustee Gormley thanked everyone for coming out tonight and for their passion in pursing something 

they believe in. 

 

Trustee Gormley thanked Elizabeth Doherty for the great job she did taking charge of the Activities 

Committee and all the work she did coordinating the concerts.  Trustee Gormley who is co-chair of the 

Activities Committee was MIA this summer due to her pregnancy and birth of her third child.  Great 

job Elizabeth and the rest of the committee! 

 

Trustee Wright reported that on Tuesday, August 14, 2013 there was an Emergency Management 

Preparedness Meeting.  These meetings are to enable everyone to be prepared in the event of another 

Hurricane Irene or Sandy.  In attendance were Mayor Purcell, Chief Melchiorre, Administrative 

Sergeant Conklin, Fire Chief George Linderman, First Assistant Chief Tim Carr, DPW Supt. Smith, 

Joseph Yurman, O C Communications and Trustee Wright.  They meet on a regular basis and will be 

prepared for any disaster relief for food, shelter, etc. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  PEOPLE PRESENT:  26       TIME:  7:50 PM _____ 

 

Charles Pakula, Orange County Chamber of Commerce, thanked the Board for the concerts they 

provided this summer in Crane Park. 

 

Jim Nelson, Town Historian, thanked the Board for moving ahead on restoring the plane.  Mr. Nelson 

recognized Bill Belknap who was present.  Mr. Belknap originally worked on the plane as well as being 

involved in bringing the plane here from Rome, NY. 

 

Former Trustee Charles Lesser thanked the Village Board, our elected officials, for listening to the 

people of the Village of Monroe regarding the airplane.  We appreciate your time in understanding our 

wishes.  Thank you. 

 

ADJOURNMENT / EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee Conklin, and carried, the meeting was closed at 

7:55 PM.  Following a short recess, the Board convened in Executive Session for discussion of attorney 

client privilege. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Wright, and carried, the Open Meeting resumed at 9 

PM. 

 

MEETING WITH ENGINEERS RE: MILL POND DAM & PONDS 

 

On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Conklin and carried, the Board agreed to meet in a 

workshop session with Lanc & Tully and Cornerstone Environmental Group regarding the engineering 

for the dam and ponds.  Meeting will be at 6:30 PM on 9/17/13 before the meeting. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Conklin and carried, the meeting was adjourned at 

9:05 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Virginia Carey 

Village Clerk 


