
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2010 

 

The first of the bi-monthly meetings of the Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, December 7, 

2010 at 7 PM in the Boardroom of the Village Hall, 7 Stage Road, Monroe, NY.  Mayor Purcell 

called the meeting to order and led in the pledge to the flag.  Emergency exits were announced. 

 

Present: Mayor Purcell; Trustees Gormley, Chan, Eppinger and Wright 

Also present: Attorney Bonacic, Police Chief Giudice and Village Clerk Carey 

 

MINUTE APPROVAL:  NOVEMBER 16, 2010 

 

On a motion by Trustee Eppinger seconded by Trustee Wright, and carried, the Minutes of the 

November 16, 2010 Meeting were approved. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Wright, Eppinger and Mayor Purcell 

Nays:  None 

Abstain:  Trustees Gormley and Chan (absent) 

 

CHEMICAL BID AWARD 2011: 

 

8 bids were received and opened on November 19, 2010 for chemical needs for the Village Water 

Department for calendar year 2011.  Those bidding did not quote on all chemicals. Upon 

recommendation of Chief Water Treatment Plant Operator, Jim Kennedy, and on a motion by 

Trustee Eppinger, seconded by Trustee Chan, and carried, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees awarded the bids for supplying the Water Department with 

required chemicals for 2011 as follows: 

 

Coyne Chemicals, 3015 State Road, Croydon, PA 19021-6997 – Polyaluminium 

Hydroxychlorosulfate $3.67/gallon minimum 1,000 gallons/delivery 

 

Coyne Chemicals – CP723L Phosphate - $9.11 in 55 gallon (620#) drum, minimum 4 drum 

delivery 

 

JCI Jones Chemicals, Inc., 103 River Street, Warwick, NY 10990 - $1.43/gallon 

 

Copper Sulfate – More research is required into quality and size of product. 

 

REAPPOINTMENTS:  DAVID NIEMOTKO, PLANNING BOARD / PAUL BAUM, ZBA / 

STEVEN PAVIA, PARK COMMISSION: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Wright, and carried, on the recommendation 

of Planning Board Chairman, Gary Parise, David Niemotko was reappointed to the Planning 

Board for a 5-year term (12/7/10 – 12/2015).  David has been a member of the Planning Board 

since September 2004. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Eppinger seconded by Trustee Chan, and carried, on recommendation 

of Mayor Purcell, Paul Baum was reappointed to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a 5-year term 

(12/7/10 – 12/2015).  Paul has been a member of ZBA for 13 years and current Chairman. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Wright, and carried, on the recommendation 

of Park Commission Chairman, Tony Cardone, Steven Pavia was reappointed to the Monroe 

Joint Park Recreation Commission for a 5-year term (12/7/10 – 12/2015).  Steve has been a 

member of the Park Commission for 8 years. 

 

 



O.C. TOWNS & VILLAGES CONSORTIUM DRUG & ALCOHOL TESTING AGREEMENT 

WITH PARTNERS IN SAFETY 2011: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Chan, with all in favor, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the Drug & Alcohol renewal agreement for 2011, 

Town & Villages of Orange County Consortium whereby Partners in Safety under the terms and 

conditions of the agreement, shall provide service to the Village of Monroe that meet the 

compliance of the US Department of Transportation, requiring alcohol and drug testing of safety 

sensitive employees.  Complete DOT random testing program is$46/test.  Pre-employment, post-

accident, reasonable cause or follow-up testing performed during business hours at the rates 

quoted in the agreement. This program covers 13 Village employees at a cost of $526.50.  It is 

further 

 

RESOLVED, that Mayor Purcell is authorized to sign the agreement with Partners in Safety. 

 

COMMUTER PARKING PERMITS 2011: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Gormley, and carried, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, 2011 Commuter Parking Permits for the Mill Pond Commuter Parking Lot will be 

available for sale at the Village Hall beginning December 8, 2010.  Proof of residency is required.  

Cost of the permits will be $50 for Village residents and $100 for all others.  Permits will not be 

pro-rated during the calendar year.   

 

JAMES E. KENNEDY PERMANENT APPOINTMENT – CHIEF WATER TREATMENT 

PLANT OPERATOR (COUNTY JOB TITLE 63755) 

 

Results of the open competitive County Exam #63755 Chief Water Treatment Plant Operator 

was received on 12/1/10.  Our appointee, Jim Kennedy, scored highest on the test with a 90.  On a 

motion by Trustee Eppinger seconded by Trustee Gormley, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees hereby appoint James E. Kennedy to the permanent position 

of Chief Water Treatment Plant Operator effective 12/8/10 at a salary of $36.13/hour. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

A PROPERTY TAX CAP MUST INCLUDE MANDATE RELIEF: 

 

WHEREAS, the level of property taxation throughout New York has reached dangerously 

high levels; and 

 

WHEREAS, New York leads the nation in property taxes simply because we lead the nation in 

imposing inefficient state mandates on our local governments; and 

 

WHEREAS, two of the largest components of every municipal budget over which local officials 

have little control – pension payments and health insurance costs – are increasing at exorbitant 

rates; and 

 

WHEREAS, in the case of pension costs, bills from the State Retirement System will increase by 

an average of 40% in both 2011 and 2012; and 

 

WHEREAS, state laws pertaining to the collective bargaining of contracts between 

municipalities and employee unions, particularly those pertaining to firefighters and police 

officers, do not allow local officials to reasonably control the costs such contracts impose on 

property taxpayers; and 



 

WHEREAS, as a solution to New York’s property tax crisis, the Governor of New York and the 

New York  State Legislature will, in 2011, consider enactment of legislation imposing a cap on 

the annual growth in property taxes; and 

 

WHEREAS, a property tax cap will only work if it is simultaneously accompanied by a repeal of 

current state mandates that require local governments to increase spending and property taxes; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, a property tax cap without repeal of costly state mandates will, by definition, lead to 

drastic cuts in essential local services and dramatic layoffs of municipal employees. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Village of Monroe, that the Governor of the 

State of New York and the members of the New York State Senate and New York State 

Assembly must reform the cost drivers that lead to high property taxes in New York – including 

pension benefits, health insurance costs and the collective bargaining process – as the central 

element of any effort to provide overdue property tax relief to the residents and businesses of 

New York. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Governor, 

Senate Majority and Minority Leaders, Assembly Speaker and Minority Leader, Member of the 

Assembly and the New York Conference of Mayors. 

 

Send to:  1/2011 - Governor Andrew Cuomo, State Capitol, Albany, NY 12224 

    Senate Republican Conference Leader, Dean Skelos, Room 907 LOB, Albany, NY 12247 

    Senate Democratic Conference Leader, John Sampson, 409 Legislative Office Bldg, Albany,  

         New York 12247 

    Assembly Speaker, Sheldon Silver – LOB 932, Albany, NY 12248 

    Assembly Minority Leader, Brian Kohl, LOB 933, Albany, NY 12248 

      

Motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Gormley. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

VILLAGE BANKING SERVICES APPOINTMENT: 

 

Several weeks ago bids were requested from local banks for banking services.  Four banks 

participated.  Based upon fees structure the four were narrowed to two.  Mayor Purcell, Trustee 

Eppinger and Treasurer Murray met with the two, M & T and Provident Bank.  Neither would 

charge service fees.  Overall, Provident was the favored bank and was recommended to the 

Board to provide the Village’s banking services.  On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by 

Trustee Chan it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepted the recommendation of the Mayor, Trustee 

Eppinger and Treasurer Murray and award the Village’s banking services to Provident Bank, 

591 State Route 17M, Monroe, NY. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Trustee Eppinger commented that it was an honor to serve on this committee.  The interview 

session lasted 2-1/2 – 3 hours.  Treasurer Murray evaluated the proposals based on services.  

Overall, Provident Bank was the favored bank and was recommended to the Board to provide 

the Villages banking service.  Provident is a hometown bank.  M & T is all over the world.  

Review of customer level of service, Provident is superior.  Provident is a local bank, 

 out of Rockland County, that has expanded over the years.  They are more active in the 

communities they serve.  As far as bank transfers are concerned, they do not rely solely on 

computers.  Mayor Purcell said an important issue for him he found with Provident Bank is they 

have their commercial investment banks, their regular banking, whey they do government bank 

they have a separate department.  They break everything up – they don’t interact monetarily.  If 

it’s a government account, it’s strictly government.  Investment bank for investments, 

commercial bank is strictly commercial.  Banking services are not mixed.  It’s dedicated to the 

specialty and not mixed to save money and there are no hidden costs.  M & T has been lax on 

some of their procedures that Treasurer Murray discovered.  They never notified us of a drop in 

interest rate.  Again, Treasurer Murray found the error.  M & T Bank took TARP money and 

used that money for further acquisitions and they still have toxic debt on their books.  Provident 

did not take TARP money. 

 

LOCAL LAW #2 OF 2010 – SENIOR HOUSING:   see minutes page 303 & 310 

 

On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee Eppinger, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees does hereby adopt Local Law #2 of 20l0 amending the code 

of the Village of Monroe, Chapter 200 – Zoning, Article XIV, Conditional Use Regulations by 

adding Section 200-63.1 Senior Citizen Housing.  (see attached) 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright, Eppinger and Mayor Purcell 

Nays:  None 

 

SERVICE CHARGE DISPUTE ACCOUNT 250: 

 

Water Account 250, 163 Stage Road, has been being charged the commercial service charge rate. 

In 2002 the present owner purchased the house and it became single family residential.  That has 

been confirmed and verified by the Assessor’s office.  The homeowner is requesting a refund or 

credit for the commercial versus residential service charge amount.  On a motion by Trustee 

Wright seconded by Trustee Chan, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved a refund in the amount of $276.10 for Water 

Account 250.  This amount is the difference paid in service charge fees billed at the commercial 

rate ($36) since 2002 property became single family residential according to the assessor’s 

property card records. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

WATER ACCOUNT 10154 REQUEST FOR PENALTY WAIVER:  see Minutes page 175, 

11/5/08; page 324, 11/16/10 

 

Water Account 10154, 326 Cromwell Hill Road was purchased by the current homeowner (Jem 

Alappatt) in November 2009.  This property located in the Town of Monroe was granted water 

in November 2008 (Emma Bradley Subdivision).  The billing address was never changed and the 

developer, KJ Mountain Corp, received the bill and never forwarded them or called to change 

the name and mailing address with the Water Department.  As a result of the water being shut 

off for non-payment, the homeowner paid the bill promptly.  The homeowner is therefore, 

requesting the penalty of $119.70 be waived.  On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by 

Trustee Eppinger it was: 

 



RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved waiving $119.70 penalty fees for Town Water 

Account 10154 due to an administrative error.   

 

Ayes:   Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nayes:  None 

 

RELEASE OF RETAINAGE / FINAL PAYMENT – STREEETSCAPES SERVICES LLC:  

CROSSWALK: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Wright, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorized the Treasurer to submit vouchers from 

Streetscapes Service LLC in the amount of $36,220.00, Payment No. 1, the Contractors Affidavit 

for Release of Retainage and/or Final Payment for the Crosswalks on Mill Pond Parkway and 

Smithfield Court.  County Project No: 30/098692.7510A09-R / Federal No: B-09-UC-36-0105. 

Voucher to be sent to Orange County Community Development for payment to the Village that 

in turn will be paid to Streetscapes Service LLC.  It is further 

 

RESOLVED, that a 10% Maintenance Bond ($3,622.00) shall be held by the Village for a period 

of one year; It is further 

 

RESOLVED, that the voucher from Dutchess Quarry & Supply, Inc. for blacktop involved in 

the crosswalk project in the amount of $10,675 be submitted to O.C. Community Development 

for reimbursement to the Village. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

MONROE MILL POND GRANT PAYMENT REIMBURSEMENT AUTHORIZATION: 

See minutes page 254, 6/28/07 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Chan, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorized Mayor Purcell and DPW Supt. Smith to sign the 

necessary paperwork for reimbursement of $31,450 under the Aquatic Invasive Species 

Eradication Grant through a State Assistance Contract with NYS DEC. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:   None 

 

ST ANASTASIA CHURCH PROCESSION FROM SACRED HEART CHURCH 12/11 @ 3 PM 

SPONSORED BY ASSOCIATION TEPEYAC OF NEW YORK: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Wright, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, permission is hereby granted to Saint Anastasia sponsoring a Procession from 

Sacred Heart Church to Anastasia Church for Association Tepeyac of New York, on Saturday, 

December 11, 2010 at 3 PM.  Approval authorizes use of roads bordering the Village of Monroe 

for the procession to start from Sacred Heart Church, 26 Still Road, via Route 17M and proceed 

to St. Anastasia’s Church in Harriman.  It is further 

 

RESOLVED, approvals must be obtained from adjoining municipalities, i.e., Town of Monroe 

and Village of Harriman to complete the procession on non-village roads to St. Anastasia’s 

Church.  It is further 

 

 



RESOLVED, approval is contingent upon Police Chief Giudice’s endorsement by 12/10/10 at 3 

PM.  A Certificate of Insurance must be filed with the Village Clerk naming the Village of 

Monroe as additional insured in the amount of one million dollars ($1,000,000), Coordination 

with the Monroe Police Department for security and a liability release waiver filed with the 

Village Clerk. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays   None 

 

O & R RATE INCREASE OPPOSITION / JOIN WITH ASSOCIATION OF TOWNS TO 

HIRE DANIEL DUTHIE, ESQ. TO OPPOSE: 

 

In an effort to spearhead local municipalities in Orange County to oppose Orange and Rockland 

who has proposed on average 23.3% increase in their rates local municipalities are joining 

together to oppose the increase.  The rate will affect residential, commercial and municipalities 

and it is felt that the rate is unjustified and the municipalities are forming a consortium so that 

cost can be limited the cost and intervene in the case.  A minimum of 20 municipalities is needed.  

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Wright, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board authorized the Mayor to sign an agreement with other municipalities to 

oppose the proposed rate increase submitted by Orange and Rockland and to retain the law firm 

of Daniel P. Duthie, Attorney and Counselor at Law, P O Box 8, Bellvale, NY 10912 at a cost not 

to exceed $3,000. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

Trustee Eppinger commented that regardless of the outcome, this action by municipalities is 

better than doing nothing.  It’s better to fight the battle!  For too long the Public Service 

Commission has sided with the utilities for increases.  Beside the tax increase, there is the 

potential for natural gas and delivery charges.  Trustee Eppinger feels it is another tax without 

representation.  If rates go up every time street lights go on, you hear the cash register.  Joining 

with other municipalities to fight the increase is the best thing we can do.  To help everyone in 

the future we all have to ban together.  That is why Trustee Eppinger said he completely 

supports the $3,000 expenditure.  We have no choice!   

 

Mayor Purcell attended a meeting on November 29
th

 at O & R headquarters on Route 208 in 

Blooming Grove about the rate increase.  The meeting was attended by many representatives 

from throughout the county.  Basically, the increase is for future upgrades in their infrastructure 

and to offset cost for storm emergency cost from last year.  These increases will have a direct 

impact on both the Village government and all the rate payers throughout the community.  The 

Village was asked to join in a lawsuit with other municipalities within Orange County.  Twenty 

municipalities are needed to move forward with the lawsuit.  With deregulations, O&R claims 

they don’t make any money on the rates.  They only make money on delivery charges.  The 

municipalities are the voice of the people.  O & R is looking for an 11.5% increase.  The goal is to 

get that amount down hopefully to zero. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

TREE LIGHTING:  On Sunday, December 5
th

, the annual tree lighting was held at Crane Park 

followed by the tree lighting at Smith Clove Park.  The event at Smith Clove Park was well 

attended. 

 

CHABAD MENORAH LIGHTING:  On Monday, December 6
th

, Chabad of Orange County 

held their annual menorah lighting.  Mayor Purcell thanked Deputy Mayor Gormley and Village 

Clerk Carey for filling in for him. Due to a scheduling conflict, he was unable to attend. 

 



CHAMBER OF COMMERCE UPDATE:  The Chamber continues to move forward and the 

steering committee has made major accomplishments in organizing the creation of the Chamber.  

The steering committee meets twice a month.  Some of the accomplishments so far -  the naming 

of the Chamber, a mission statement, a letter for the membership drive and a campaign to target 

businesses for membership. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  2 PEOPLE PRESENT  TIME:  7:40 PM  

 

SENIOR HOUSING LEGISLATION:  Mike Lofstedt commented on the Senior Housing 

legislation and said he believes the Board might have a procedural error with the legislation and     

the County Planning Department letter that recommended if the Board chose not to take into 

consideration their recommendation, it recommended that the vote be a super majority.  Mr. 

Lofstedt gave the Board a copy of the RLUIPA Law (Religious Land Use and Institutionalized 

Persons Ace of 2000) and recommended the Board review the content.  Mr. Lofstedt is not 

against senior housing but does not want it next door to him.  He said zoning laws have to give 

exceptional benefit.  It does not mean you are allowed to put a business (senior housing) on the 

property to generate income as planned by Eitz Chaim.  They own a 5-acre parcel and within the 

next 6-months they will put together a proposal for that parcel. There are a lot of issues.  Mr. 

Lofstedt does not want a Senior Housing project in his backyard and vowed to fight it.  Another 

issue is that Eitz Chaim does not have a C.O.  The paving is one issue that is incomplete and the 

trash container is not in compliance.  How long are you going to allow them to violate the law?  

Mr. Lofstedt is against senior housing at this location.  If you choose to allow a floating zone, it is 

the same as spot zoning!  Mr. Lofstedt called attention to page 6 of the RLUIPA handout he gave 

the Board – “Westchester Day School v. Village of Mamaroneck”.  It shows what a town tried to 

do when a daycare center wanted to increase in size.  If Eitz Chaim wants to do something with 

the property that’s a truly religious purpose, expand for religious education, a school, daycare, 

etc., it is perfectly acceptable.  Housing does not tie into it!  Mr. Lofstedt said “put it on the 

calendar, I’ve told you for the last time”.  Mayor Purcell, regarding the C.O. issues Mr. Lofstedt 

discussed, Lanc & Tully, the Village’s Engineer, is putting together a punch list of items that 

must be completed for the Certificate of Occupancy to be issued.  A meeting is being scheduled 

with members of Eitz Chaim to resolve the issues.  The Temporary C.O. was extended by the 

Board for 6 months at the August 17, 2010 Meeting. 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee Eppinger, and carried, following a five 

minute recess, Executive Session followed at 7:50 PM for discussion of personnel. 

 

OPEN SESSION: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee Chan, with all in favor, the Open Meeting 

resumed at 8 PM. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Chan, with all in favor, the Board 

approved Mayor Purcell’s sending a letter to the Monroe Joint Park Recreation Commission 

thanking them for working together to make cuts and reduce cost in the 2011 Park Budget. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Wright, and carried, there being no further 

business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Virginia Carey 

Village Clerk 



 

 

 


