
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2011 @ 7 PM 

 

The second meeting of the month of the Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, November 15, 

2011 at 7 PM in the Boardroom of the Village Hall, 7 Stage Road, Monroe, NY.   Mayor James 

C. Purcell called the meeting to order and led in the pledge to the flag.  Emergency exits were 

announced. 

 

Present: Mayor Purcell; Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Also Present: Attorney Bonacic, Treasurer Murray, Building Inspector Wilkins, DPW Supt. 

  Smith, Police Chief Giudice and Village Clerk Carey 

 

BUDGETARY TRANSFERS / MODIFICATIONS: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Chan, with all in favor, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board authorized the Treasurer to make the following budget modifications 

to balance the budget: 

 

FROM:     TO:        

A9950.920 Transfers – Vlg Hall Ren Rsv   A1620.452 VH Maintenance           $2,975.00 

     

BUDGET MODIFICATIONS 

A1550 Safety Inspection Fees  A1440.450 Eng Contractual                 565.00 

A2705 Gifts & Donations   A7110.436 Pks Holiday Decorations   487.08 

 

TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY:  12/4 @ 5:40 PM CRANE PARK 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Chan, with all in favor, the Village’s 

Annual Tree Lighting in Crane Park was scheduled for Sunday, December 4
th

, 2011 at 5:40 

PM.  The ceremony will coincide with the Monroe Joint Park Recreation Commission’s tree 

lighting and festivities to follow at 6 PM in Smith’s Clove Park.  The community is invited to 

attend.  Refreshments will be served. 

 

APPOINTMENT – CLERK TO THE VILLAGE JUSTICE: 

 

Several dozen applications were received for the position of Clerk to the Village Justice.  

Twelve candidates were interviewed by a panel, comprised of Mayor Purcell, Village Justice 

Strauss, and Acting Village Justice Lezak, resulting in the recommendation that Village 

resident Carin Szkodzinsky be appointed as the new part-time Village Court Clerk.  On a 

motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Gormley, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, that Mayor James Purcell, with the advice and consent of Village Justice Strauss, 

and the approval of the Village Board, hereby appoints Carin M. Szkozinsky, 24 Briarwood 

Ave., Monroe, NY 10950 to the part-time position of Clerk to the Village Justice effective 

November 17, 2011, at a previously budgeted salary of $15/hour (up to 29 hours / week per 

diem) with a one-year probationary period.       

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

Carin was present and introduced to the Board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

JUSTICE COURT PROSECUTOR APPOINTMENT: 

 

Four responses were received from our RFP for a Vehicle & Traffic Prosecution Services for 

our Village Justice Court.  Mayor Purcell interviewed the applicants and recommended to the 

Board the Village engage the services of  Artrip & Weber Attorneys at Law to serve as 

prosecutor for the Justice Court. On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee 

Eppinger, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved an Agreement for legal services of an Attorney / 

law firm to act as special prosecutor for all aspects of Vehicle and Traffic prosecution in the 

Village of Monroe Justice Court.  To that end, the Board approves the hiring of Artrip & 

Weber Attorney at Law, 45 Quaker Ave., Suite 208, Cornwall, NY 12518 to serve as prosecutor 

to the Village’s Justice Court on an hourly basis at a cost as outlined in their fee schedule 

provided.  (Attorney’s fee will be billed at $125/hour and Para-legal work at $70/hour.) 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

PD EQUIPMENT DISPOSITION – HEWLETT PACKARD LAZER JET PRINTER 

CONTINUED: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee Chan, with all in favor, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees declared the following non-working, obsolete, Hewlett 

Packard LazerJet 2430 Printer (SN CNDJB65314) surplus and of no value and authorize 

removal from inventory and disposal by Chief Giudice. 

 

PD SOFTWARE MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT – ADMIT COMPUTER SERVICE: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee Chan, and carried, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the annual maintenance renewal (support, 

service and upgrades) for the Police Department’s Impact Public Safety Software through 

Admit Computer Services, Farmingdale, NY in the budgeted amount of $18,526.00 

(A3120.450).  Contract period 12/1/11 to 11/30/2012. 

 

BUCKLE-UP NEW YORK GRANT AWARD: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee Chan and carried, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepts the State of New York Governor’s Traffic Safety 

Committee’s award to participate in the statewide Buckle Up New York campaign in the 

amount of $1,820 for the period 10/1/11-9/30/2012. 

 

CHILD PASSENGER SEAT SAFETY PROGRAM: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee Gormley, with all in favor, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepts the New York Traffic Safety Committee Grant to 

participate in the statewide Child Passenger Safety Seat Program.  The grant is in the amount 

of $4,000 for period 10/1/11-9/30/2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

FEE WAIVER - SACRED HEART CHURCH TM# 222-2-4: 

 

In response to the Village’s request for an opinion on waiving Planning Board Applications fees 

for non-profit organizations, it is the Planning Board’s opinion, that application fees are not 

simply an income generator, they can cover the costs involved with processing applications, 

some of which continue for months at a time, and can include overhead, salaries, postage, 

supplies and copies and therefore it is not in the Village’s best interest to waive any application 

fees.  On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee Eppinger, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees DENY a waiver of the Planning Board Application Fee 

associated with an amended site plan for an additional classroom on Sacred Heart School based 

on the Planning Board’s assessment that said fee offsets the clerical costs involved with the 

application process. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Chan, Wright, Eppinger and Mayor Purcell 

Nays:  Trustee Gormley 

 

FEE WAIVER – ST PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH TM#222-1-4: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee Eppinger, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees DENIED a waiver of the Building Permit Fee associated 

with construction of a single entranceway and room to St Paul Lutheran Church based on the 

Planning Board’s assessment that said fee offsets the clerical costs involved with the application 

process. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Chan, Wright, Eppinger and Mayor Purcell 

Nays:  Trustee Gormley 

 

2011 CERTIFICATION OF UNPAID VILLAGE TAX RETURN: 

 

The “Unpaid Tax Report” was certified by the Board and submitted to the Orange County 

Department of Finance by November 15
th

, 2011 in the amount of 170,466.53.  (’10 - $161,950.36, 

’09 - $191,983.44, ’08 - $173,548.06; ’07 - $130,642.69) 

 

BID AUTHORIZATION – DPW GARAGE AND FOUNDATION: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Eppinger seconded by Trustee Chan, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorized the preparation of bids and advertising for a 

Department Public Works garage and foundation.  Bid will be advertised on Friday, November 

18, 2011.  Bid opening will be on November 28, 2011 at 2:15 and 2:30 PM.  Bid award will be 

made at the December 6, 2011 Meeting. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

11/18/11- Mayor Purcell polled Board members regarding deleting foundation from the bid as it is 

more cost effective for DPW to purchase materials and have foundation done.  It was agreed to 

delete.  Material will be under $30,000 cap which meets the Procurement Policy.  Board approved. 

 

HUDSON VALLEY WATER WORKS SEMINAR 11/17/11: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Eppinger seconded by Trustee Gormley, with all in favor, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved attendance of the following employees at the  



Hudson Valley Water Works Seminar at the Mary Harriman Park, Harriman, NY on 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 at a cost of $30 each ($180) from budget line F/8330.472: 

 

Bill Geiler, Mike Hipsman, Ernie Mabee, John Mulligan and Paul Fusik 

 

 

DPW SURPLUS EQUIPMENT – 2004 NEW HOLLAND TRACTOR – AGREEMENT: 

See Minutes page 181 

 

On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee Eppinger, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Village Board rejects the bid received from Auction’s International at the 

close date of the auction in the amount of $14,500. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Ayes:  None 

 

On a motion by Trustee Eppinger seconded by Trustee Wright, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved an agreement with the Town of Richford, ( 7 

Bowery Lane, Richford, NY 13835) Highway Department to purchase from the Village of 

Monroe the DPW 2004 New Holland TN550 ( Serial #1322194 / Inventory #000324) Tractor in 

the amount of $19,000).  Mayor Purcell is authorized to sign the Agreement for the sale of said 

equipment. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

ORANGE COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM AGREEMENT: 

SIDEWALKS / CURBING – STAGE ROAD BETWEEN SMITHFIELD COURT & MILL 

POND PKWY (30/088692.7510 ALL) 

 

On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee Gormley, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees direct and authorize the Mayor, as official representative 

of the Village, to sign the CDBG Municipal Agreement for a grant through the U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban Development Act through Orange County Office of 

Community Development.  Said grant is for FY/2011 for replacement of deteriorated sidewalks 

on Stage Road and Smithfield Court and Mill Pond Parkway.  The Village will replace 

sidewalks and install new curbing. By signing the agreement the Village agrees to abide by the 

scope outlined.  All improvements will be completed in accordance with the American with 

Disabilities Act.  ($55,000 Grant) 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

The project start date is April 2012. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

As Department Heads were not present at the November 1
st
 Meeting, Mayor Purcell wanted to 

thank the Village’s Department of Public Works and Police Department for their efforts and 

hard work during the unexpected snow storm on October 29, 2011 that left the Village with 15” 

of snow. 

 

Tree limbs / brush that resulted from that storm are being picked up every day.  Our crews are 

working on it and everyone that has brush / limbs out when the crew goes through will be 

picked up. 



 

Mayor Purcell met last week with the Comprehensive Planner the Village hired, Stu Turner 

and Associates, on Wednesday, November 9
th

.  Those present were:  Mayor Purcell, Irving 

Zuckerman, Engineer John O’Rourke, Planning Board Chairman, Gary Parise, Building 

Inspector Wilkins, Stu Turner and his Project Manager, Max Stach.  The committee will be 

meeting twice a month at a minimum.  It is anticipated the work for our Comprehensive Plan 

will take 10 months to complete. 

 

ATTORNEY’S COMMENT: 

 

MAKANLAND DEVELOPMENT ONE LLC: 

 

Attorney Bonacic advised that 12 easements have been received so far from various property 

owners in the in the Estates of Briarcliff subdivision.  Attorney Bonacic received instructions 

from Attorney Blustein who represents Libertyville Capital Group II, LLC, the current owner 

of the roadway, that as a condition of these easements being sent for recording, certain 

property owners have asked that they receive fully executed licensing agreements which are an 

addition to the easements.  The purpose of these license agreements, four, are that the owners 

since taking ownership of their properties have put in certain above ground structures, i.e., 

fence, stone wall, a shed, whatever it may be.  The homeowner’s concern before they signed 

these easements, was that if they signed the easements, which get recorded, it might open them 

up to some liability because now there is an easement and you are not supposed to have 

structures within an easement area.  The homeowners were advised that the Village was not 

looking to make things difficult and have prepared a license agreement which gives the 

property owners the right to maintain their current structures within the easement areas.  

Acknowledging to the property owners that if the Village has to go into an area for repairs and 

these above ground structures are damaged, there is no obligation on the part of the Village to 

repair them and they don’t have the ability to replace them after the fact.  On a motion by 

Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Gormley, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved “License Agreements” with the following four   

(4) homeowners giving these homeowners the right to maintain their current structure’s within 

the easement area: 

 

Justin & Jennifer Kim 87 Fredrick Drive  TM# 230-2-8 

Eric & Diana Rosenthal 81 Fredrick Drive  TM# 230-2-11 

David & Rhonda Suzzan 44 DeAngelis Drive  TM# 230-2-84 

Daniel & Jean Hunter 1 Stahl Way   TM# 230-2-105 

 

It is further, RESOLVED, the Board hereby authorizes Mayor Purcell to sign these license 

agreements on behalf of the Village and sign the relevant TP-584 (tax form) for the 12 

easements to be filed and recorded with the County Clerk. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

ESTATES OF BRIARCLIFF WATER TANK (9 HEWSON ROAD TM# 230-2-106): 

 

Attorney Bonacic advised that as part of the Estates of Briarcliff / Alexander Smith 

subdivision, there was a water tank installed on a separate tax lot.  That tank was built to 

Village specifications in 2004 and approved by the village’s engineer indicating it could be 

turned over to the Village to supply this water district.  There was never a final process or 

procedure done by the Village.  As it currently stands, that tax parcel is still in the name of  

“Libertyville Capital Group II, LLC” as owner of record for the parcel.  Libertyville and 

others felt this was the village’s lapse of taking action, not theirs and therefore they were not 

responsible to pay taxes that were accruing against the property which was approximately 

$6,000-$7,000.  There was a redemption period where the County notified the property owner 

that taxes were in arrears and if they weren’t paid within two years plus it was going to go to 



tax sale.  Mr. Makan or his representative paid the taxes on that parcel so that the parcel is 

current through the January 2011 State County Town Taxes.  The school taxes for 2011-2012 

have been assessed against the property to the tune of $2,709.96.  There is also a Village Tax 

due for $347.84.  The position of Libertyville and Mr. Makan is that they did everything they 

were asked to do.  They provided a deed of conveyance for the water tank and the rest was the 

Village’s responsibility.  On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Wright, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorized Attorney Bonacic to record the deed for the 

water tank for the Briarwood subdivision, Tax Map #230-2-106, and any outstanding taxes for 

said property be paid.  It is further 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorized Mayor Purcell to sign the necessary paperwork 

required to file and record the deed for the water tower with the Orange County Clerk. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

There was no one present in the audience for public comment. 

 

FREELAND STREET / LARKIN DRIVE TRAFFIC PROBLEM: 

 

Trustee Wright commented on the traffic situation on Freeland Street and Larkin Drive. 

It has turned into a nightmare for many people during rush hour and on weekends especially 

Saturday’s.  It appears that the left turn off of Larkin Drive going toward Freeland Street the 

light turns too quickly causing car backup.  If the light were held for a longer period it could 

alleviate the problem.  That is a critical issue as the traffic backs up sometimes almost to the 

light near Target.  It appears to be a problem as well at the light at Larkin Drive and Route 32. 

It is the same effect in the other direction.  It is dramatically impacting everybody adversely. 

The County needs to be made aware of what is going on.  Mayor Purcell interjected that one 

reason for the backup is that River Road is closed and those people must come through Larkin 

Drive. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Gormley, and carried, following a short 

recess, Executive Session followed at 7:50 PM for discussion of personnel and Attorney Client 

Privilege.   

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

The Board came out of Executive Session at 8:45 PM.  On a motion by Trustee Wright 

seconded by Trustee Chan, and carried, there being no further business, the meeting was 

adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Virginia Carey 

Village Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


