
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

TUESDAY, JUNE 7, 2011 

 

The first bi-monthly meeting of the Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, June 7, 2011 at 7 

PM in the Boardroom of the Village Hall, 7 Stage Road, Monroe, NY.  The Meeting was called 

to order by Mayor James Purcell who led in the pledge to the flag.  Emergency exits were 

announced. 

 

Present: Mayor Purcell; Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Also present: Attorney Bonacic, Police Chief Giudice and Village Clerk Carey. 

 

POLICE OFFICER COMMENDATION:  SGT DAVID CONKLIN & P.O. CHRISTOPHER 

GATTO: 

 

Mayor Purcell and Trustee Eppinger attended the awards ceremony at the 911 Center on June 

4
th

 when two of our officers received recognition from the Orange County Chief’s Association.  

Those officers were unable to attend tonight’s meeting.  Mayor Purcell will present Sergeant 

David B. Conklin and Police Officer Christopher J. Gatto with the “Mayor’s Award of 

Excellence Certificate” in recognition of their award from the Orange County Chiefs 

Association for positive action taken on December 14, 2010 in the intervention and use of their 

EMT skills that saved a life.  Their outstanding service was commended. 

 

MINUTE APPROVAL MAY 3
RD

 AND MAY 17
TH

:  

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Chan, the Minutes of the May 3
rd

 and 

May 17
th

 Village Board Meeting were approved. 

 

BUDGETARY MODIFICATIONS: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Wright with all in favor, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorized the Treasurer to make the following Budget 

modifications to balance the budget: 

 

FROM:      TO:       

 

A1560 Safety Inspections Fees     A1440.450 Engineering Contractual    $     87.00 

A2115 Planning Board Fees      A8025.450 Plan Bd Eng Contract           6,084.45 

A2680 Insurance Recoveries                          A3120.150 PD Dispatchers                       3,332.00 

F2680 Insurance Recoveries    F8320.450 Source Contractual               30,410.00 

F2680 Insurance Recoveries    F8340.450 Distr Contractual                    6,003.00 

A2665 Sales of Equipment     A9950.900 Transfer – Hwy Rsv             21,755.00 

A2665 Sales of Equipment     A3120.230 PD Motor Vehicles                 3,329.50 

 

                Capital Reserve 

 

      A9950.900 Transfer – Hwy Rsv         21,755.00 

      TE9901.900 Interfund Transfer            100,546.00

    

PUBLIC HEARING – INTRODUCTORY LOCAL LAW – CLARIFICATION OF HWY / 

WATER DEPARTMENT DUTIES HEREINAFTER DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee Chan, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees does hereby authorize a Public Hearing to be 

scheduled on June 21, 2011 at 6:45 PM to consider adoption of a Local Law to amend certain 

sections of the Village Code that still provide specific duties and responsibilities to the positions 

of Village Water Superintendent and Superintendent of Highways, positions that have been 

eliminated by the Village Board of Trustees.  As such, the code will be amended to clarify that 



certain duties held by previous positions of Water Superintendent and Superintendent of 

Highway / Highway Superintendent, shall hereafter fall under the duties and responsibility of 

the Village of Monroe Department of Public Works as follows:   

 

Included but not limited to Code Sections 195-3, 16, 17, 28, 30, 31, 32, 35, 36, 40, 41, 44 – the 

title of Water Superintendent shall be replaced with Department of Public Works 

Superintendent. 

 

Amend all sections of the code by replacing the title of Superintendent of Highways or Highway 

Superintendent with Department of Public Works, including, but limited to the following 

Sections 43.7, 45, 100-2, 100-7, 135-21, 170-6, 170-7, 170-8, 170-9, 170-22, 170-24, 170-25, 170-

26, 170-27, 170-29, 170-29.2, 170-29.3, 170-29.4, 170-29.5, 170-29.6, 170-29.7, 170-29.8, 170-29.9, 

170-29.10, 170-29.11, 170-29.12, 170-29.13, 170-29.14, 170-29.15, 170-29.19, 170-29.23, 170-

29.24, 170-29.27, 170-29.28, 170-29.29, 175-1, 175-15, 195-17, 195-40, 200-42. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

RFP FOR VEHICLE & TRAFFIC PROSECUTION SERVICES: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Eppinger seconded by Trustee Wright, with all in favor, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorized publishing a “Request for Proposal” from  

Attorneys interested in providing prosecution services related to the prosecution of Vehicle & 

Traffic infractions in the Village of Monroe Justice Court.  Proposers may be individuals or law 

firms. Duties will include representing the Village at arraignments, pretrial hearings, trials, and 

review hearings and appeals in connection with V&T matters pending before the Village Court.  

Making appropriate sentencing recommendations and decisions to the court; preparing and 

presenting legal memoranda, subpoenas and other related materials; and creating and 

maintaining appropriate files.  Currently, the Court is in session on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Wednesday 

of the month.  Advertising will be on June 10
th

 with application deadline June 23
rd

. 

 

PERMANENT APPOINTMENT:  JAMES KENNEDY, CHIEF WATER PLANT 

OPERATOR: 

 

On 12/7/10 (Minutes page 333) James E. Kennedy was appointed from the County’s List of 

Eligible’s #63755, effective 12/8/10, to the position of Chief Water Treatment Plant Operator.  

Pursuant to Orange County Civil Services Rules for Administration of Civil Service Law, an 

appointee is required to serve a probationary term.  Having fulfilled that requirement the 

following action was taken.  On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Chan, it 

was: 

 

RESOLVED, having served a probationary period as required by Civil Service Law, the Board 

of Trustees is pleased to appoint James E. Kennedy to the permanent position of Chief Water 

Treatment Plant Operator effective 6/8/11 at the rate of $36.13/hour. 

 

Ayes:  Trustee Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

Trustee Wright commented that he was assigned liaison to the Water Department last year as 

his first assignment and worked with Jim Kennedy.  Jim is an outstanding person, he is 

conscientious and does a tremendous job with his budget as well as keeping the plant in good 

condition.  He is efficient with today’s technology.  Trustee Wright applauded the outstanding 

job Jim Kennedy does. 

 

 

 

 

 



INSURANCE RENEWAL FY/2012: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Eppinger seconded by Trustee Chan, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees endorsed the binding of insurance coverage through 

Marshall & Sterling, 420 East Main Street, Middletown, NY 10940 for FY/2012 as follows: 

 

Property   $16,928.00 

Inland Marine      4,868.00 

Automobile Liability    16,718.00 

General Liability    22,290.00 

Law Enforcement Liability   26,632.00 

Public Officials Liability   23,788.00 

Umbrella Liability                 20,198.00 

NYS Fire Fee         107.00 

NYS Motor Vehicle Fee             360.00 

OCP Policy        300.00 

Crime Policy     1,827.00 

                                            $133,016.00 Total Premium 

 

Mayor Purcell noted that this is a $9,757.36 savings from last year as we are no longer 

responsible for insuring fire apparatus. 

 

PERFORMANCE BOND EXTENSION:  CHABAD OF ORANGE COUNTY – GELLMAN 

TORAH FOUNDATION:   

 

On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee Gormley, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, based upon the recommendation of the Village’s Engineer, John O’Rourke at 

Lanc & Tully, PC, the Board of Trustees approved the extension of the performance bond 

(Letter of Credit #911983-2000 in the amount of $194,335) currently held by the Village of 

Monroe for the Chabad of Orange County Subdivision, TM# 206-6-1 (20 lots) through May 31, 

2012.  Bond to cover the cost of proposed improvements associated with the project. 

 

HUDSON VALLEY WATER WORKS CONFERENCE 6/9/11: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Eppinger, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the attendance of the following employees at the 

Hudson Valley Water Works Conference Spring Seminar to be held at the Village of 

Montgomery Senior Center on Thursday, June 9
th

 at a cost of $30/employee.  Money budgeted 

from line F8310.472: 

 

Brian Smith, Ernie Mabee, Paul Fusik and Michael Hipsman 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

RELEASE AGREEMENT WITH ORANGE & ROCKLAND  - SCHUNNEMUNK ROAD 

RESTORATION WORK: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee Eppinger, with all in favor,  it was: 

 

RESOLVED, in consideration of the sum of thirty thousand dollars ($30,000), the Board of 

Trustees approved a “Release Agreement with Orange and Rockland Utilities, Inc., arising 

from or connected with road restoration work on Schunnemunk Road after Orange and 

Rockland performed utility work up to June 7, 2011.  It is further 

 

RESOLVED, Mayor Purcell is hereby authorized to sign the release agreement. 



 

BUILDING PERMIT FEE WAIVER – 411 ROUTE 17M, LENZA (TM#233-1-4): 

 

Trustee Chan questioned whether a waiver would set a precedent. Attorney Bonacic advised 

that each application must be reviewed on a case by case basis.  The Board is well aware of the 

steps taken to address the condition of that structure.  Mayor Purcell has advised there has 

been good response from the property owner as well as the tenant or the tenant’s representative 

as to what they are proposing either to tear down and rebuild that structure or renovate it.  

There has been request from us for information as far as limitation of what the developer can 

do based upon the layout of the property.  On a motion by Trustee Wright   seconded by 

Trustee Eppinger, the following resolution was adopted: 

 

WHEREAS, reconstruction of the building at 411 Route 17M has been an on-going project 

with significant money invested, and 

 

WHEREAS, there has been a show of good faith on the part of the contractor to complete the 

project.  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved a waiver of the fifty dollar ($50) Building Permit 

Application Fee for Else Lenza, for property at 411 Route 17M, per agreement between the 

Mayor and contractor, to reconstruct existing enclosed porches including footings and 

foundations and other work on the first floor as per submitted plans.  Remove decks and small 

Additions, replace roof shingles, install windows and siding; water remediation for basement to 

include installation of dry well as approved by the Planning Board.  Permit does not include 

any new additions nor work on the second and third floors, increase in building structure, 

exterior drainage issues and parking area.  It is further 

 

RESOLVED, if procedure and work is not commenced, the property will be declared a “blight” 

and action taken. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

RENEWAL OF POLICE DEPARTMENT ANNUAL MAINTENANCE AGREEMENTS: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee Chan, with all in favor, the following 

Police Department Agreements were approved: 

 

Magloclen, 140 Terry Drive, Suite 100, Newtown, PA 18940, annual users fee for computer 

database for period 7/1/11 – 6/30/2012 in the amount of $400 (from A3120.450 Contractual). 

 

Goosetown Communication, 58 North Harrison Ave., Congers, NY 10920, semi-annual lease 

billing for mobile and portable radio system.  The cost is $15,150 for period 6/2011 – 11/2011 to 

be charged against budget line A3120.418 (Radio Lease). 

 

Trustee Eppinger questioned the agreement with Goosetown Communications.  We are paying 

$30,000/year. What is being done as far as upgrading equipment?  Chief Giudice said we 

upgraded a few years ago.  This company works throughout the county and will advise when 

they deem it’s time to upgrade.   

 

On another topic, Trustee Chan, addressing Chief Giudice, advised that the FCC narrow band 

radio frequency license must be updated by 12/31/11 or the municipality looses the license. 

 

SACRED HEART CHURCH PARISH CARNIVAL 7/28-31, 2011: 

 

Chief Giudice had not met with Sacred Heart Church to review the application.  The insurance 

amount filed is insufficient and doesn’t conform to the amount required on the events 

application.  Sacred Heart will be notified.  This matter was tabled to the next meeting on 6/21. 

 



BOURBON STREET BAR & GRILL (78 MILL POND PKWY) 7/1 TENT WITH BAND & 

FOOD: 

 

Scott Benoit, owner of Bourbon Street Bar & Grill was present.  Mr. Benoit asked if the 

insurance amount could remain at $1,000,000 with $2,000,000 aggregate.  His insurance 

company has advised that it would cost between $750 and $1,000 more to increase the 

insurance to $3,000,000.  Attorney Bonacic said while there are financial ramifications, as a 

Board it is difficult to take each event on a case by case basis, set precedent, when it is a matter 

of paying the extra amount for insurance coverage.  It’s difficult to make exceptions when it 

opens the door for every applicant.  The application says $3,000,000.  That was recommended 

by our insurance company.  On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Chan, it 

was: 

 

RESOLVED, contingent upon filing a certificate of insurance in the amount of $3,000,000 and 

event review and approval of Police Chief Giudice no later than 6/21, the Board of Trustees 

approved Bourbon Street Bar and Grill, 78 Mill Pond Parkway, extending their business 

outside under a tent from 4-9:30 PM during the downtown July 4
th

 celebration with fireworks 

at dusk.  In accordance with their application ID Inspection will be performed according to 

State Liquor Authority rules.  Licensed security personnel will be hired as well as non-licensed 

security staff on hand throughout the event.  Temporary fencing will surround the tent. 

 

2011 HIGHWAY SCHOOL SUBSTITUTE ATTENDEE:  see minutes 5/3/11 page 77 

 

Due to construction project and scheduled meetings, DPW Supt. Smith was unable to attend 

the 2011 Highway School at Ithaca College June 6-8, 2011.  The Board approved sending 

William Geiler instead.  As a matter of record, on a motion by Trustee Eppinger seconded by 

Trustee Gormley, and carried, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved sending William Geiler to the 2011 Highway 

School at Ithaca College in Ithaca College from June 6-8, 2011.  Cost has been paid from 

budget line F5010.472 ($449.85). 

 

INTRODUCTORY LOCAL LAW PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULING – ZBA 

PROCEDURES: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Chan  it was: 

 

WHEREAS, in order to improve the efficiency by which the Zoning Board of Appeals is able to 

establish whether adequate and proper notice has been delivered to particular property owners 

within a specified distance of a proposed action, the amendment being proposed will ease the 

financial burden imposed on an individual or entity making application to the ZBA for a 

particular action, as it relates to providing adequate and proper written notice of an upcoming 

public hearing.  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

 

RESOLVED,  the Board of Trustees does hereby authorize a Public Hearing to be scheduled on 

June 21, 2011 at 6:30 PM to consider adoption of a Local Law amending the code of the Village 

of Monroe, Section 200-98 (A) Procedures as it pertains to notification of property owners for a 

public hearing. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRI-COUNTY CHAPTER NEW YORK STATE BUILDING OFFICIALS CONFERENCE: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Gormley, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the attendance of Building Inspector Wilkins 

and Code Enforcer James Cocks at the Tri County Chapter of the New York State Building 

Officials Conference on Wednesday, June 22, 2011 from 9-4 PM at Hilton Garden Inn in 

Newburgh, NY at a total cost of $70 budgeted from line A3620.472.  This is a 6-hour in-service 

credit training program that will cover Plumbing, Workmen’s Compensation Issues and Wood 

Boilers.  6 hours Credit will be received. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

Trustee Chan commented that “in the future if a request is not submitted on time, they won’t 

be going.”  Trustee Chan requested a memo of same be sent. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

Mayor Purcell was happy to report that the Greater Monroe Chamber of Commerce is 

officially a Chamber.  They received their 501C status on Friday, 6/3 and are now filing for a 

tax exempt number.  A meeting was held last night 6/6 and all went well.  They are working on 

a logo and a website. 

 

Activities Committee, Trustee Gormley, Deputy Clerk Doherty, Mike Stein, Pat Gianzero, 

Mike Littier and Scott Budrow have been doing a great job.  The first summer concert is 

scheduled for June 23
rd

.  Trustee Gormley will be contacting Chief Giudice to go over the 

layout.  Three concerts are planned, one each month for June, July and August.  Rain dates are 

the following Thursday.  Sponsors and vendors are working on getting the word out to the 

public.  The committee is working in partnership with the Chamber of Commerce.  The 

Chamber will eventually take over the event planning. 

 

Comprehensive Committee will be reviewing RFP’s for planners.  Paul Baum, ZBA Chairman, 

Gary Parise, Planning Board Chairman, John O’Rourke, PE, Building Inspector Wilkins, 

Mayor Purcell and Irv Zuckerman of Verticon who is also a member of the O.C. Planning 

Board.  We hope to hire a planner within 4 months, Mayor Purcell said. 

 

Orange County Community Development Block Grant 2010:  Supt. Smith spoke with Joanne 

Fazzzino at Community Development and we should be starting the Stage Road sidewalk 

project soon. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  No one was present. 

 

BOARD COMMENT: 

 

Trustee Eppinger commented on the broken water pipe that resulted in a $6,000 water bill and 

the hardship it has caused the homeowner.  To avoid the homeowner having to take a loan 

quarterly payments have been suggested.  Mayor Purcell said we have, by resolution, in the 

past permitted a payment schedule to pay-off exorbitant bill.  Supt Smith will be asked to sent a 

formal request to the Board for the 6/21 Meeting. 

 

Parking Enforcement Officer:  Trustee Eppinger recommended the Board consider hiring 

another Parking Enforcement Officer.  With the increased population another Parking 

Enforcement is needed.  Our current officer has proved successful.  Trustee Wright, Police 

Liaison, will speak to Chief Giudice and get the pro’s and con’s and make a recommendation to 

the Board.  Mayor Purcell said it is important that the revenue is there to cover the salary as 

there isn’t money in the budget. 

 



Trustee Chan commended Mayor Purcell on organizing the Greater Monroe Chamber of 

Commerce.  Something prior Mayor’s failed to do.  It was needed for a long time.  You’ve spent 

a lot of time doing it.  Thank you very much.  Trustee Gormley seconded the compliment.  

Trustee Wright echoed Trustee Chan and Gormley’s sentiment as well.  Trustee Wright has 

talked to a lot of business owners.  They feel victimized, that the state of affairs have overtly 

effected their business.  Mayor Purcell’s conscientious efforts, drive and focus on wanting this 

and getting it done is a tremendous step in the right direction.  Everyone in this community, in 

this village, is happy with the outcome. 

 

Chief Giudice reported his call this evening was to advise him of two officers being called as 

backup to a domestic dispute in Harriman at Lexington Hills.  An arrest was made without 

incident. 

 

Chief Giudice reported that new officer Jim Gayler started work on June 1
st
.  Also, Dispatcher 

Jim Arnt is back at work. 

 

Chief Giudice went up to Albany today to receive our accreditation.  The Police Department is 

accredited until 6/2016.   

 

License Agreement with Orange & Rockland:  Chief Giudice reported that with the grant 

received through Congressman Hall, COPS Technology, camera’s are being put in the police 

station this week and one will be put between the ponds.  It was learned that a license 

agreement indemnifying Orange & Rockland is required for the cameras on their pole.  The 

agreement must be in place for the work to commence.  On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded 

by Trustee Eppinger, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, contingent upon review and approval of an agreement with Orange and 

Rockland Utilities for installation of camera’s on the outside building of the Police Station and  

on the pole on Lake Street between the ponds by Attorney Bonacic, the Board of Trustees agree 

to inter into a “License Agreement” with Orange and Rockland Utilities for PTZ cameras.  

Expense of $350 is approved and shall be allocated from budget line A1990.490.  Be it further 

 

RESOLVED, Mayor Purcell is authorized to sign the License Agreement on the Village’s 

behalf. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

ADJOURNMENT / EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee Gormley and carried, following a short 

recess the Board convened in Executive Session at  8 PM for discussion of personnel. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Virginia Carey 

Village Clerk 

 


