
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

TUESDAY, MARCH 1, 2011 

 

The first of the bi-monthly meetings of the Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, March 1, 

2011 at 7 PM in the Boardroom of the Village Hall, 7 Stage Road, Monroe, NY.  Mayor James 

Purcell called the meeting to order and led in the pledge to the flag.  Fire exits were announced. 

 

Present: Mayor Purcell; Trustees Gormley, Chan and Eppinger 

 

Also present: Attorney Bonacic, DPW Supt. Smith and Village Clerk Carey 

 

Absent:  Trustee Wright 

 

MINUTE APPROVAL: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Chan, with all in favor, the Minutes of the 

 February 1, 2011 and February 15, 2011 of the Board of Trustees were approved. 

 

24
TH

 ANNUAL HUDSON VALLEY CEO EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE 2011: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Gormley, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the attendance of Building Inspector Wilkins and 

Part –time Assistant Building Inspector James Cocks at the 24
th

 Annual Hudson Valley 

Educational Conference 2011 t the Poughkeepsie Grant Hotel & Civic Center on April 20, 21 

and 22, 2011.  The budgeted cost of this educational conference is $285 each ($570) plus mileage 

from budget line A3620.472.  The seminar provides 18 credits toward the annual required hours 

to maintain certification with NYS. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

The Town of Monroe Building Inspectors will cover inspections during the conference. 

 

AMERICAN WATER WORKS ASSOCIATION BASIC LABORATORY SKILLS SEMINAR: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Chan, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the attendance of Water Treatment Plant 

Operators Paul Fusik and Ernest Mabee at the American Water Works Association Basic 

Laboratory Skills Training in Poughkeepsie on September 13, 2011.  Course is a requirement for 

license renewal.  Cost not to exceed $125 each ($250) from budget line F8310.472.  Approval 

includes use of village vehicle. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

NEW YORK RURAL WATER WORKS ANNUAL TECHNICAL CONFERENCE: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Chan, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the attendance of Water Treatment Plant 

Operator Ernest Mabee and DPW Superintendent Brian Smith at the New York Rural Water 

Association’s Annual Technical Conference in Saratoga, NY from May 9-12, 2011.  Cost not to 

exceed $1,700 and is budgeted from line F8310.472 ($850) and A5110.472 ($850).  Authorization 

to take a Village vehicle is hereby approved. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan and Eppinger 

Nays:   None 



AUTO PRO CATALYTIC CONVERTER INFORMATION CLINIC, 3/3/11 VALLEY FORGE, 

NY – VILLAGE MECHANIC JESSIE HEDGES: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Chan, and carried, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Village Board approved the attendance of Village Mechanic, Jesse Hedges, at 

Auto Pro Catalytic Converter Information Clinic on Thursday, March 3, 20ll in Valley Forge, 

NY.  Session fee is $35 and budgeted under A5110.472.  Authorization to take a Village vehicle 

was approved. 

 

Trustee Eppinger commented that as we do our repairs in house, this training is just as critical 

as water training.  We need our trucks operable at all times. 

 

AUTHORIZATION TO PROCEED WITH ACQUISITION OF FORD ESCAPE LEASE: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Chan, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorized Chief Water Treatment Plant Operator, Jim 

Kennedy, to proceed with acquisition through the NYS Office of General Services to lease a 2010 

Ford Escape XLS 4x4 (U9C) at a monthly lease rate 36 months (60,000 mile package) @ $374.10. 

Cost for excess mileage above the 60,000 mile package is $.12/mile.  Delivery:  60-120 days 

A/R/O.  Contractor:  ELRAC LLC, d/b/a Enterprise FM Trust (Region 6).  Lease cost to be 

allocated from budget line F8330.230 Purification Auto Equip. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

WRIGHT RISK MANAGEMENT 2011 WORKERS’ COMPENSATION CLAIMS RUNOFF 

MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Chan, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorized the Mayor to execute an agreement with Wright Risk 

Management, 333 Earle Ovington Boulevard, Suite 505, Uniondale, New York 11553-3624, for them to 

perform workers’ compensation claim runoff management services for the Village of Monroe for claims 

that arose prior to January 1, 2008 when the Village joined the NYS Municipal Workers’ Compensation 

Alliance.  Cost to manage these claims is $500 per open claim through December 2011. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

As of 12/31/10, there are 12 tail claims and 1 legal claim still open.   

 

RESIGNATION:  LEE T. WEINSTEIN 

 

On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Gormley, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees accepted, with regret, the resignation of Lee T. Weinstin effective 

Sunday, March 6, 2011 from the position of full-time Police Dispatcher.  Mr. Weinstein accepted a full-

time position as a Police Officer with the Town of Chester.  The Board thanked Mr. Weinstein for his 13 

years of service with the Village of Monroe.  The Board wished Lee well in his new position. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNUAL CHEESE FESTIVAL 9/10/11 RD CLOSURE / BANNER DISPLAY / PEDDLING & 

SOLICITING / INSURANCE RIDER / PROHIBIT SKATEBOARDS, IN-LINE SKATES OR ROLLER 

BLADES, BICYCLES AND DOGS PROHIBITED:  see page 22 

 

Fire Chief Tankasali signed off on the events application.  On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by  

Trustee Chan, and carried, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board approves the Cheese Festival on Saturday, September 10
th

; it is further 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the following ROAD CLOSINGS for the annual Cheese 

Festival event on Saturday, September 10, 2011 from 7 AM to 6:30 PM: 

 

 Carpenter Place through Lake Street to Route l7M 

 Stage Road to Smithfield Court 

 From 54 Mill Pond Parkway to 70 Mill Pond Parkway 

 Smithfield Court to Mill Pond Parkway 

 

It is further, RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved a BANNER display between the ponds calling 

attention to the Cheese Festival on September 10
th

.  An insurance rider for the banner will be covered by 

the Village.  It is further 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees waived the “PEDDLING AND SOLICITING REGULATIONS, 

Chapter 155 of the Village Code” for all food and craft vendors participating in the Cheese Festival on 

Saturday, September 10, 2011.  It is further 

 

RESOLVED, that permits issued will not include those areas already designated for the Cheese Festival.  

It is further 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved an insurance rider to the Village’s existing policy to cover 

the Cheese Festival Committee and events for the 2011 Cheese Festival that includes the Wine and Cheese 

Party at Museum Village (tentative date 8/27).  It is further 

 

RESOLVED, in an effort to protect the welfare and safety of all participants, the Board of Trustees 

PROHIBIT the use of BICYCLES, SKATEBOARDS, IN-LINE SKATES OR ROLLER SKATES upon 

any public street (including the entire paved and improved surface thereof), including gutter areas, from 

curb to curb, sidewalk or on any public lands in the Village of Monroe within the celebration area.  It is 

further 

 

RESOLVED, that no person shall be allowed to bring their dog (s) to the Cheese Festival.  It is further 

 

RESOLVED, that any person who violates these restrictions shall be considered a disorderly person and 

be fined $200. 

 

Marshall & Sterling, our insurance broker, will be notified to issue a rider for the Cheese Festival / Wine & 

Cheese events under the Village’s insurance. 

 

STOP DWI PROGRAM SERVICE AGREEMENT: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Gormley, with all in favor, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved an agreement with the County of Orange that authorizes 

the Village of Monroe Police Department to participate in the STOP DWI Program Service for period 

3/11/2011 – 5/31/2011 (not to exceed 70 hours) and accept the Grant Amount $4,086;  It is further 

 

RESOLVED, Mayor Purcell is authorized to sign the STOP DWI Program Services Agreement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPECIAL WASTE DISPOSAL AGREEMENT – WHEELARBRATOR WESTCHESTER, l.P. 

 

On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Gormley, and carried, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved an agreement effective February 17, 2011 through 

December 31, 2011 with Wheelabrator Westchester, L.P., a waste management company, One Charles 

Point Avenue, Peekskill, NY 10956 to which the Police Department may deliver acceptable special waste 

to company’s resource recovery facility at same address, as per agreement.  Associated cost to come from 

budgeted line A3120.416. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

OCSD#1 DISCUSSION MEETING:  On Thursday, March 3
rd

 Mayor Purcell will be meeting 

with Harriman Mayor Welle, Village of Woodbury Mayor Quinnen, Town of Woodbury 

Supervisor Burke and Town of Monroe Supervisor Leonard to discuss the future impacts on the 

projected consolidation of Orange County Sewer District #1. 

 

SCHUNNEMUNK AND COMMERICIAL TRAFFIC:  On Friday, February 24
th

 Mayor Purcell 

met with Village of Kiryas Joel Mayor Wieder and Village Administrator Szegedin about the 

issues we have on Schunnemunk and the future of Larkin Drive Extension.  Kiryas Joel is going 

to provide Mayor Purcell with the companies whose commercial vehicles are using our roads.  

Mayor Purcell will contact those companies to request they use Bakertown Road for deliveries.  

Mayor Wieder will also contract those companies and request the same. 

 

LARKIN DRIVE EXTENSION:  With regard to Larkin Drive Extension, the County has hired 

WSP Sells Engineering for the draft design and environmental assessment report.  The County is 

moving ahead with this project.  There is no set date for start and completion. 

 

NYCOM WINTER LEGISLATIVE MEETING:  This past weekend Mayor Purcell participated 

in New York Conference of Mayor’s (NYCOM) Winter Legislative Meeting in Albany.  NYCOM 

has 10 State Mandates that they have been lobbying to the state legislators to try and bring relief 

to all villages and cities throughout the state.  These mandates are not state funded.  They are 

funded by the villages and cities.  The issues that dominated the conference were:  Require Local 

Government Employees and Retirees to Contribute to the Cost of Health Insurance, Restructure 

Pension Cost-Sharing and Benefits, Reform Compulsory Arbitration, Repeal Triborough 

Amendment, Make the Decision to Transfer the Work of Unionized Employees a Non-

Mandatory Subject of Negotiation, Ensure “Past Practices” are Explicitly Authorized 

Employers, Limit Payments Under General Municipal Law Section 207-a and 207-c, Prohibit 

Retirement Plan Changes once a Disability Occurs, Enhance Management Flexibility Under 

Civil Service Law and Reform Prevailing Wage.  The State’s budget deficit this year is projected 

to be 10 billion and next year 3 billion dollars.  The State is moving in a forward direction in 

trying to control costs, Mayor Purcell said.  Mayor Purcell will provide the Board with a copy of 

the NYCOM’s Legislative Program he received.  Constituents are urged to write to their 

legislator’s and voice their concern. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT   5  PEOPLE PRESENT  7:32 PM ___ 

 

Trustee Chan questioned the status of property located at 411 State Route 17M, TM# 223-1-4, 

(Lindy Loos).  The Building Inspector told Mayor Purcell today that the property will be 

declared a “blight” and the paperwork is with Attorney Bonacic.  Attorney Bonacic said he met 

with Building Inspector Wilkins last week to go over the code following the Board’s action (see 

Minutes page 7).  Building Inspector Wilkins has posted a notice on site indicating the property 

is a hazard and no one is to go into the unsafe building.  A “Stop Work Order” has been issued 

on the outstanding building permit.  Attorney Bonacic is in the process of noticing the property 

owner (Lenza) that she needs to take corrective action within 21 days.  As of today, the 

contractor notified the building department he has not been paid and is therefore withdrawing 

the Building Permit.  From the Village standpoint, Attorney Bonacic will proceed against the 

property owner to take corrective action for repairs or demolition. 



 

Trustee Eppinger asked Trustee Chan, Police Liaison, about the voucher regarding a computer 

virus at the Police Department.  What type of virus was it and how will it be prevent it in the 

future.  Trustee Chan will find out when he meets with the Chief and let Trustee Eppinger know. 

 

Trustee Eppinger commented that on January 24, 2011 the Police Lieutenant had a car accident 

and the claim was not filed until 2/25.  Seems like a long lag time, Trustee Eppinger said.  

Trustee Eppinger asked Trustee Chan to check it out. 

 

John Farrell, Village resident questioned the new property Rental Law.  What was the reasoning 

of requiring a tenant’s list?  It is a yearly permit but there is a regulation that says you have to 

apply for another permit for the new tenant.  If the landlord has the permit and inspection and 

midyear the tenant moves it requires you have to start a new permit.  What was that reasoning? 

Attorney Bonacic said the legislation was driven by the Building Department so the Village could 

get a better handle on allowing access to properties and how they are being maintained and the 

number of people living there.  There are limitations and it has been found those limitations are 

being exceeded to the point of being dangerous.  Tenant information is maintained at Village 

Hall.  Attorney Bonacic will review the content of the law but it is his understanding that if a 

tenant moves out while an application is outstanding it was just updating the information not 

necessarily a new permit process.  Mr. Farrell will leave his contact information with Attorney 

Bonacic and he will get back to him. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Eppinger, and carried, no further business, 

the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Virginia Carey 

Village Clerk 


