
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2012 

 

The first of the bi-monthly meetings of the Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, February 7, 

2012 at 7 PM in the Boardroom of the Village Hall, 7 Stage Road, Monroe, NY.  Mayor James 

Purcell called the meeting to order and led in the pledge to the flag.  Emergency exits were 

announced. 

 

Mayor Purcell announced that effective February 7, 2012 legislation went into effect requiring 

local governments to make available certain records which will be subject of discussion at the 

meeting.  Specifically, public records which are already available under FOIL, in addition to any 

proposed resolution, law, rule, regulation, policy or any amendment, that are scheduled to be the 

topic of discussion by a public body at an open meeting, must be made available upon request, to 

the extent practicable as determined by the municipality. 

 

Present:  Mayor Purcell; Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

 

Also present: Attorney Bonacic, DPW Supt. Smith and Village Clerk Carey 

 

MINUTE APPROVAL:  JANUARY 3, 2012 AND JANUARY 17, 2012: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Chan, the Minutes of the January 3, 2012 

Meeting were approved. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Chan, the Minutes of the January 17, 

2012 Meeting were approved. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Chan, Eppinger and Deputy Mayor Gormley 

Nays:  None 

Abstain:  Trustee Wright (absent) 

 

BUDGETARY TRANSFERS / MODIFICATIONS: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Gormley, with all in favor, it was: 

 

RSOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorized the Treasurer to make the following fund transfers 

/ modifications to balance the budget: 

 

FROM:      TO:       

 

F8320.433 Source Chemicals  F8330.250 Purification Equipment             $13,500.00 

 

    MODIFICTIONS 

A1560 Safety Inspection Fees A1440.450 Engineering Contractual  $  2,066.00 

A2706 Grants from Local Govts A1620.450 VH Contractual           848.40 

A2706 Grants from Local Govts A3120.450 PD Contractual                      496.71 

A2706 Grants from Local Govts      A5110.452 St Maint Bldg Maint                                    974.17 

A2770 Misc Rev    A3120.417 PD Narcotic Program            55.00 

F2706 Grants from Local Govts  F8310.450 Adm Contractual          730.44 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULING:  PROPOSED LOCAL LAW TO OVERRIDE TAX LEVY 

LIMIT ESTABLISHED BY GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW 3-c 

 

On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee Chan, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees do hereby authorize a Public Hearing to be scheduled 

on Tuesday, February 21, 2012 at 6:30 PM, on a proposed Local Law entitled “A Local Law 

Authorizing a property tax levy in excess of the limit established by General Municipal Law 

Section 3-c”.  The purpose of this proposed Local Law is to allow the Village to override the limit 

on the amount of real property taxes that may be levied by the Village of Monroe pursuant to 

General Municipal Law S. 3-c, and to allow the Village of Monroe to adopt a village budget for 

(a) village purposes and (b) any other special or improvement district governed by the Board of 

Trustees for this fiscal year 2013 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the “tax levy 

limit” as defined by General Municipal Law S. 3-c.  This Local Law, if adopted, will relieve the 

Village of the prohibition against increasing a tax levy by more than 2% as imposed by General 

Municipal Law S. 3-c.  As the Village of Monroe relies upon the assessments of the Town of 

Monroe and therefore cannot anticipate the impact of resolutions of tax certiorari matters or 

other unanticipated expenses, the restrictions of General Municipal Law would potentially 

impose a great hardship upon the Village or require borrowing otherwise deemed unnecessary. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

OUTDOOR CAFÉ REQUEST – BOURBON STREET: 

 

An application was received from Scott Benoit, owner of Bourbon Street Bar & Grill for an 

outdoor café.  The layout design was reviewed and approved by the Building Inspector.  An 

insurance certificate naming the Village of Monroe as additional insured, permission from the 

landlord and applicable fee ($75) accompanied the application.  Building Inspector Wilkins 

reviewed the application and reported seating is adequate.  He recommended that adequate 

protection, as proposed in the submitted plan, be provided to protect persons from vehicles 

passing through the parking lot as well a 5 lb CO2 fire extinguisher in the outside eating area 

properly identified and visible for protection.  There should be at least one 36” wide entry 

opening into the outside eating area to accommodate a wheel chair for handicap persons.         

Chief Giudice’s approval was based on the following:  1) NYS Liquor License from SLA is 

received for serving outdoor beverages and, 2) on-site inspection and discussion with owner to 

insure safety and security measures.  Applicant to be contacted for verbal clarification of time.  

Application indicates 12 PM not AM.  On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee 

Eppinger, it was: 

 

RESOLVED,  in accordance with the Village Code Chapter 200-38.2, Sidewalks and Outdoor 

Café’s, the Board of Trustees approved the application of Scott Benoit, aka Bourbon Street Bar 

and Grill, 78 Mill Pond Parkway, Monroe, for an outdoor café permit Sunday to Saturday 

(Sunday 10 AM-12AM, Monday to Saturday Noon to 12 AM).  Permit allows for 7 tables and 20 

chairs in accordance with the layout design submitted.  On-site inspection will be made to insure 

compliance with the application, fire extinguisher to outside eating area to be provided, 36” 

entry opening provided for wheelchair bound handicapped person, a copy of the outdoor liquor 

license be provided to the Village; onsite inspection by Chief to insure safety and security are 

addressed. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEW YORK RURAL WATER WORKS ANNUAL TECHNIAL CONFERENCE: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Eppinger, with all in favor, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the attendance of Water Treatment Plant 

Operator Ernest Mabee at the New York Rural Water Association’s Laboratory Course at the 

Ramada Inn in Fishkill, NY on February 8, 2012. There is no cost.  Authorization to take a 

village vehicle was approved and to HEO John Mulligan on February 9, 2012 to attend the 

Water/Wastewater training session at the Ramada Inn in Fishkill at a cost of $75.  Cost to be 

allocated from budget line F8310.472. 

 

LAKE MANAGEMENT 2012 PROGRAM FOR MILL PONDS: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Chan, with all in favor it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved an agreement with Allied Biological, 580 Rockport 

Road, Hackettstown, NJ 07840 for aquatic weed control of the Mill Ponds as follows: 

 

Algicide Treatments  $1,015 / per treatment 

On-site Surveys       450 / survey 

NYSDEC Permit Fee      150 

SPDES NOI Fee                           50 

 

Management for 2012 will focus on algicide treatments as needed due to ponds being drained for 

dam repairs. 

 

Excessive rain and high flow rates prevented Sonar treatment from being conducted in 2011.  

Contract fees in 2012 reflect an in-house credit of $7,705 which will be applied to the above 

treatments.  Any existing credit balance can be reimbursed or applied to the 2013 calendar year. 

 

CAPITAL RESERVE ESTABLISHMENT – PURIFICATION EQUIPMENT: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Gormley seconded by Trustee Wright, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to Section 6-c of the General Municipal Law, as amended, there is 

hereby established a capital reserve fund to be known as the "Village of Monroe Water 

Purification Equipment Reserve Fund" (hereinafter "Reserve Fund"). The purpose of this 

Reserve Fund is to accumulate moneys to finance the cost of specific items of equipment 

associated with monitoring and maintaining the quality of water supplied by the Village of 

Monroe to Village water users. The specific items of equipment to be financed from the Reserve 

Fund include, but are not limited to, monitoring turbidimeters; upgraded filter consoles, 

modules, flow controllers, Telemetry equipment; paperless monitoring equipment; various other 

computer and electronic equipment associated with the replacement of the filter media and 

SCADA System. 

The Village of Monroe Treasurer, as chief fiscal officer for the Village of Monroe, is hereby 

directed to deposit and secure the moneys of this Reserve Fund in the manner provided by 

Section 10 of the General Municipal Law.  The Village of Monroe Treasurer may invest the 

moneys in the Reserve Fund in the manner provided by Section 11 of the General Municipal 

Law, and consistent with the investment policy of the Village of Monroe Board of Trustees. 

Any interest earned or capital gains realized on the moneys so deposited or invested shall 

accrue to and become part of the Reserve Fund. The Village of Monroe Treasurer shall 

account for the Reserve Fund in a manner that maintains the separate identity of the Reserve 



Fund and shows the date and amount of each sum paid into the fund, interest earned by the 

fund, capital gains or losses resulting from the sale of investments of the fund, the amount and 

date of each withdrawal from the fund and the total assets of the fund, showing cash balance 

and a schedule of investments, and shall, at the end of each fiscal year, render to the Board of 

Trustees a detailed report of the operation and condition of the Reserve Fund. 

Except as otherwise provided by law, expenditures from this Reserve Fund shall be made 

only for the purpose for which the Reserve Fund is established. No expenditure shall be made 

from this Reserve Fund without the approval of the Board of Trustees and such additional 

actions or proceedings as may be required by Section 6-c of the General Municipal Law and 

any other law. 

This resolution is subject to permissive referendum pursuant to subdivision 4 of Section 6-c of 

the General Municipal Law.  The Village Clerk is hereby authorized and directed, within ten 

(10) days after the adoption of this resolution, in the same manner as is provided for notice of a 

general village election, post and publish a notice which shall set forth the date of the adoption of 

the act or resolution and contain an abstract of such act or resolution concisely stating the 

purpose and effect thereof, and indicating that such act or resolution is subject to a permissive 

referendum. 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

Completion date: March 11, 2012 

 

ASSOCIATION OF TOWNS COURSE ATTENDANCE:  JUDGE LEZAK 

 

On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee Gormley, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the reimbursement for public transportation costs 

associated with Judge Lezak’s attendance at the Association of Towns Annual Meeting to be held 

at the Hilton Hotel in Manhatten on Monday February 20
th

 and Tuesday, February 21
st
, 2012. 

CLE Courses for Justices maintain required credit hours for accreditation with the State of New 

York.  Cost to be submitted on voucher and charged against budget line A1110.472. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

SPECIAL WASTE DISPOSAL AGREEMENT – WHEELABRATOR WESTCHESTER, L.P.: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee Chan and carried, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved an agreement an agreement with Wheelabrator 

Westchester, L.P., a waste management company, One Charles Point Avenue, Peekskill, NY 

10566 whereby the Monroe Police Department can dispose of control substances that need to be 

destroyed as per state and local laws.  Agreement term January 4, 2012 through December 31, 

2012.  Service to be charged to budget line A3120.416 Procedural.  It is further 

 

RESOLVED, Mayor Purcell was authorized to sign the agreement with Wheelabrator 

Westchester, L.P. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 



MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT RENEWAL:  GOOSETOWN COMMUNICATIONS – 

EVENTIDE LOGGING RECORDER SEMI-ANNUAL BILLING: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded by Trustee Chan, and carried, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, in accordance with the Village procurement policy, the following budgeted 

contract renewal was approved for payment: 

 

Goosetown Communications, 58 North Harrison Ave., Congers, NY 10920 for semi-annual lease 

billing, January through June 2012 for Eventide Logging Recorder at a cost of $4,050 from 

budget line A3120.450. 

 

Trustee Eppinger commented that going forward we should be looking at competitive bidding to 

keep cost down. 

 

LENZA PROPERTY BLIGHT, 411 ROUTE 17M (TM# 223-1-4) ACTION: 

 

Due to failure to complete outstanding violations on property located at 411 Route 17M for over 

a year and the necessity to post property located at 411 Route 17M, owned by Elsa Lenza, as an 

Unsafe Structure Violation on 2/25/11, Building Inspector Wilkins asked the Board to direct 

Attorney Bonacic to commence an action in Supreme Court to have a judge issue a judgment                    

or determination that the Village has the authority to either repair or demolish the building.  On 

a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Gormley, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees does hereby authorize prosecution by the law firm of 

Bonacic, Krahulik, Cuddeback, McMahon & Brady, LLP to commence an action in Supreme 

Court on behalf of the Village of Monroe against property located at 411 Route 17M,  

TM#223-1-4, deemed to be a hazard to public health and safety, seeking a judgment or 

determination giving the Village authority to compel repair or demolition of the unsafe building. 

 

Ayes:  Trustees Gormley, Chan, Wright and Eppinger 

Nays:  None 

 

AMENDED RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DEED AND EASEMENTS & DEDICATION OF 

ROADWAY – ALEXANDER SMITH III SUBDIVISION (ESTATES OF BRIARCLIFF): 

See minutes 12/6/11 page 196-197 

 

The original resolution was amended to include the actual street names within the subdivision as 

follows: 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DEED AND EASEMENTS TO THE VILLAGE OF MONROE  

DEDICATION OF ROADWAY SYSTEM LOCATED WITHIN THE ALEXANDER SMITH 

III SUBDIVISION 

 

WHEREAS, certain parcels of land known and identified as Roads “DeAngelis Drive”, 

“Fredrick Drive”, “Paddock Lane”, “Hewson Road”, “Stahl Way”, “Alex Smith Avenue”, Road 

“G” and Phase II roadway and various easements (the “Roadway System”) as shown on a map 

entitled “Alexander Smith III Subdivision” filed in the Orange County Clerk’s Office on 

September 10, 2004 as Map No. 661-04 (“the Subdivision Plans”) has been offered for dedication 

to the Village of Monroe for highway purposes by Libertyville Capital Group II, LLC (the 

“Owner”), and 

 

WHEREAS the Subdivision Plans provide for a proposed Village highway to provide access to 

the lots created by the Subdivision Plan; and 

 

WHEREAS, Owner has submitted an as-built plan showing the improvements of said Roadway 

System within the right of way offered to the Village of Monroe duly certified to the Village of 

Monroe; 



 

WHEREAS, Westcor Land Title Insurance Company issued a title report certifying to the 

Village that the aforesaid entity is the owner of the right of way described in the deed, which 

report has been reviewed by the Village attorney and found acceptable; and 

 

WHEREAS, the deed and as-built plan have been reviewed by the Village attorney, the Village 

Engineer and the Village Department of Public Works Superintendent and found acceptable; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees finds that acceptance of the aforesaid Roadway System, and 

of the improvements constructed therein, is therefore within the overall public interest; 

 

WHEREAS, as said Roadway System within the Alexander Smith III Subdivision has been open 

to public use for approximately five years, inspected by the Village Engineer during 

construction, and inspected again upon Owner’s request for the Village to accept the road, and 

found to be in satisfactory condition, and the Village Engineer has advised the Board that a 

maintenance bond in the amount of $125,000.00 would therefore be sufficient to ensure that the 

road will be free of construction defects for one (1) year from the date of this Resolution;   

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees:  

             

1.  Accepts the deed of the right of way of that portion of the Roadway System within the 

Alexander Smith III Subdivision that is located within the Village of Monroe and the 

improvements therein, subject to receipt of a title policy from the title company insuring the 

Village’s interest in the right of way in acceptable form to the Village attorney; 

 

2.  Authorizes the Mayor to cause the deed to be filed and do all other things required to secure 

the Village’s title to the right of way the costs of which shall be paid in full by the Owners who 

have offered this Roadway System  for dedication to the Village of Monroe; 

 

3.  Authorizes the Department of Public Works Superintendent to take all actions required to 

layout and maintain the right of way of said Roadway System within the Village of Monroe 

accepted by this resolution of the Board of Trustees as a Village highway and maintain it as such. 

 

Motion by Trustee Chan, second by Trustee Gormley,  

Adopted by a vote of _4_ Ayes, _0_ Nays. 

 

Dated: February 7, 2012 

Filed in the Office of the Village Clerk on February 7, 2012. 

 

 

REFUND – WATER ACCOUNT 1533: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Eppinger seconded by Trustee Wright, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approve a refund of $6,814.25 to Water Account 1533 (17 

Amy Todt Drive) due to over billing as a result of prior meter equipment malfunction. 

 

Discussion followed.  Trustee Eppinger questioned what happened to cause such a large amount 

being refunded.  Supt. Smith explained the pin style meter was replaced with a stick style meter. 

A large bill went out and was never questioned by the homeowner.  The homeowner alleges he 

never opened his bill and let his escrow pay it.  The bill went to the tax roll.  He went into 

foreclosure.  He then discovered the large water bill for 2010.  The meter was changed last 

month.  We are liable since we sent an inaccurate bill.  Since the property went to foreclosure, 

Attorney Bonacic would like to see that the bank paid to protect their position, someone else may 

have been paying the taxes as part of the foreclosure procedure.  Attorney Bonacic would like to 

see documentation the owner can demonstrate or has proof he paid the taxes. 

 

Motion died due to lack of a vote.  The matter was tabled to the February 21
st
 Meeting. 



MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

The Activities Committee has been meeting regularly to plan this year’s programs.  The events 

from last year will be expanded upon. 

 

Chamber of Commerce is doing well.  They are up to 60 members.  There have been several 

mixers.  They have connected to our “constant contact” happenings / activities which allows 

updates of what’s happening with local businesses.  Their website has improved.  They are 

working very hard.  Their membership drive is on.  They are working on spring plans and will 

be working with our Activities Committee on upcoming events.   

 

We met with the Comprehensive Planner again, the Turner Miller Group”.  We now have 11 

people on the committee.  The committee was impressed with the studies that were done the last 

two months.  Information was brought back to the committee about the types of developments 

that will survive here, zoning changes, demographics, information from the census population, 

median income, etc.  The goal is to have the preliminary plan done within 8 months. 

 

BOARD COMMENT: 

 

Attorney Bonacic commented the letter received from Frank T. Simeone, Esq. on behalf of the 

Monroe Joint Fire District regarding the LOSAP Management Fees.  Attorney Bonacic spoke to 

Attorney Simeone, Village of Harriman Mayor Welle and our administrator at Hometown Fire 

Fighters Insurance Agency.  The letter states that prior to formation of the Joint Fire District on 

1/1/11 each fire individual fire department had its own LOSAP Plan.  Once the district was 

formed, the Village of Monroe, Town of Monroe and Village of Harriman plans were frozen.   

The Village is still fiduciary trustees for that plan.  The letter is saying there is an administrative 

management of those existing plans to insure sufficient funds are there even though they are 

frozen.  Hometown Insurance indicated going forward, because it’s frozen, there is no other 

activity and thus there will be less work administratively. The Management Fee to the Village 

 is between $1500 - $1700, which is less than previously.  Since we are fiduciary we   have a 

responsibility to manage this account.  The request is we will pay the management fee when it 

comes and forward it to the Monroe Joint Fire District for reimbursement.  It is a procedural 

request.  No action is required. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  No one was present. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Chan seconded by Trustee Gormley, and carried, following a five 

minute recess, Executive Session followed at 7:45 PM for discussion of Attorney Client and 

personnel. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

The Board came out of Executive Session at 9:30 PM.  On a motion by Trustee Wright seconded 

by Trustee Eppinger, and carried, the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 PM.  (Given to Village 

Clerk by Mayor Purcell). 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Virginia Carey 

Village Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


