
 

PUBLIC HEARING 3.5.19 – 7:00 PM 

PROPOSED LOCAL LAW 

“AUTHORIZING A PROPERTY TAX LEVY IN EXCESS OF LIMIT ESTABLISHED IN GENERAL 

MUNICIPAL LAW 3-c” 

 

A Public Hearing was held on Tuesday March 5, 2019 at 7:00 PM to review a proposed Local Law 

entitled “A Local Law Authorizing a property tax levy in excess of the limit established by General 

Municipal Law subdivision 5, S. 3-c”.  The purpose of this proposed Local Law is to allow the Village to 

override the limit on the amount of real property taxes that may be levied by the Village of Monroe 

pursuant to General Municipal Law S. 3-c, and to allow the Village of Monroe to adopt a village budget 

for (a) village purposes and (b) any other special or improvement district governed by the Board of 

Trustees for the fiscal year 2020 (6/1/19 – 5/31/20) that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the 

“tax levy limit” as defined by General Municipal Law subdivision 5, S. 3-c.  This Local Law, if adopted, 

will relieve the Village of the prohibition against increasing a tax levy by more than 2% as imposed by 

Municipal Law S. 3-c.  As the Village of Monroe relies upon the assessments of the Town of Monroe and 

therefore cannot anticipate the impact of resolutions of tax certiorari matters or other unanticipated 

expenses, the restrictions of General Municipal Law would potentially impose a great hardship upon the 

Village or require borrowing otherwise deemed unnecessary. 

 

Present: Mayor Dwyer, Trustees Alley, Behringer and Houle 

Also present: Attorney Terhune and Village Clerk Baxter 

 

Absent: Trustee Conklin (illness) 

 

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Houle, the public hearing was opened at 7:06 

PM.   

 

There were 6 people from the public present for the Public Hearing.  There was no additional written 

correspondence received.  The Public Hearing was left open for 5 minutes. 

 

With no comments or questions, on a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Alley and carried, 

the Public Hearing was closed at 7:11 PM. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 3.5.19 – 7:15 PM 

PROPOSED LOCAL LAW 

“AMENDING CHAPTER 43 VEHICLE & TRAFFIC” 

 

A Public Hearing was held on Tuesday March 5, 2019 at 7:15 PM to review a proposed Local Law 

entitled “Amending Chapter 43, Vehicle & Traffic”.  The purpose of this local law is to modify Chapter 

43 of the Village Code, which regulates vehicles and traffic within the incorporated Village. 

 

Present: Mayor Dwyer, Trustees Alley, Behringer and Houle 

Also present: Attorney Terhune and Village Clerk Baxter 

 

Absent: Trustee Conklin (illness) 

 

On a motion by Trustee Alley, seconded by Trustee Behringer, the public hearing was opened at 7:13 

PM.   

 

There were 7 people from the public present for the Public Hearing.  There was no additional written 

correspondence received.  The Public Hearing was left open for 7 minutes. 

Resident Jeff Peifer asked if Carpenter & Smith, located at 100 Spring Street, fall under the exemption of 

this local law and Mayor Dwyer responded yes. 

 

Resident Howard Zuckerman thanked the Board for the changes.  Mr. Zuckerman stated that with these 

changes the law is now geographically correct and be easier to enforce. 

 

Mr. Peifer asked about the trucks that come out of Kiryas Joel and down Franklin Avenue onto Spring 

Street.  He asked if those streets had weight limit signs posted as well and Mayor Dwyer responded yes.  

Mayor Dwyer continued and stated that Franklin, Forest and Schunnemunk all have postings along their 

roads and on Schunnemunk from the Town of Monroe side, the Town will be installing a sign on the 

other side of the overpass so motorists are made aware before entering into the Village.  

 

With no comments or questions, on a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Houle and 

carried, the Public Hearing was closed at 7:20 PM. 

 



 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

TUESDAY MARCH 5, 2019  

(www.villageofmonroe.org) 

 

The first of the bi-monthly meetings of the Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday March 5, 2019 at 7:24 

PM in the Boardroom of the Village Hall, 7 Stage Road, Monroe, New York.  Mayor Neil Dwyer called 

the meeting to order and led in the pledge to the flag.  Emergency exits were announced. 

 

Present:  Mayor Dwyer; Trustees Alley, Behringer and Houle  

Also present: Attorney Terhune and Village Clerk Baxter 

 

Absent: Trustee Conklin (illness) 

 

MINUTE APPROVAL:  MEETINGS OF FEBRUARY 5
th

 & 19
th

 : 

 

On a motion by Trustee Houle seconded by Trustee Behringer, the Minutes of the February 5
th

 2019 

Meeting were approved.   

 

Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer and Houle    

Nays: None 

 

On a motion by Trustee Behringer seconded by Trustee Alley, the Minutes of the February 19
th

 2019 

Meeting were approved.   

 

Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer and Houle    

Nays: None 

 

LOCAL LAW #4 OF 2019 AUTHORIZING A PROPERTY TAX LEVY IN EXCESS OF THE LIMIT 

EASTABLISHED BY GENERAL MINICIPAL LAW 3-c: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Behringer, it was: 

 

WHEREAS, the Village Board of the Village of Monroe, New York (“Village Board”) duly noticed a 

public hearing held on March 5, 2019; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Village Board solicited public comment during said public hearing on March 5, 2019; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the purpose of this Local Law is to authorize the Village Board to override the limit on the 

amount of real property taxes that may be levied by the Village and to further allow the Village Board to 

adopt a budget for the fiscal year commencing on June 1, 2019 that requires a real property tax levy in 

excess of the tax levy limit in accordance with General Municipal Law § 3-c. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that: 

 

1. The above “WHEREAS” paragraphs are incorporated herein by reference. 

2. The Local Law Authorizing A Property Tax Levy In Excess of The Limit Established in 

General Municipal Law § 3-C as attached hereto as Schedule “A” be and hereby is adopted as Local Law 

No.4 of 2019 of the Village of Monroe on March 5, 2019.   

3. The Village Board hereby directs the Village Clerk to take all steps to process and file said 

Local Law. 

4. This Resolution shall be effective immediately. 

 

Ayes: Trustees Alley, Conklin, Behringer and Houle    

Nays: None 

 

LOCAL LAW #4 OF 2019 

VILLAGE OF MONROE 

A Local Law to override the tax levy limit established by General Municipal Law 3-c. 

Section 1. Legislative Intent 

 

It is the intent of this Local Law to allow the Village of Monroe to adopt a budget for the fiscal 

year commencing June 1, 2019 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the “tax levy 

limit” as defined by General Municipal Law Section 3-c. 



 

 

Section 2. Authority 

 

This Local Law is adopted pursuant to subdivision 5 of General Municipal Law Section 3- 

c, which expressly authorizes a local government's governing body to override the property 

tax cap for the coming fiscal year by the adoption of a local law approved by vote of sixty 

percent (60%) of said governing body. 

 

Section 3. Tax Levy Limit Override 

 

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Monroe, County of Orange, is hereby authorized to adopt 

a budget for the fiscal year commencing June 1, 2019 that requires a  real property tax levy in 

excess of the amount otherwise prescribed in General Municipal Law Section 3- c. 

Section 4. Severability 

 

If a court determines that any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local 

Law or the application thereof to any person, firm or corporation, or circumstance is invalid or 

unconstitutional, the court's order or judgement shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the 

remainder of this Local Law, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, 

paragraph, subdivision, or part of this local law or its application to the person, individual, 

firm or corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such 

judgement or order shall be rendered. 

 

Section 5. Effective Date 

 

This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State. 

 

LOCAL LAW #5 OF 2019 AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 43 OF THE VILLAGE CODE “VEHICLE & 

TRAFFIC”:  

 

On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Alley, it was: 

 

WHEREAS, an introductory Local Law, titled “AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 43 OF THE VILLAGE 

CODE, “VEHICLE AND TRAFFIC,” was introduced before the Board of Trustees of the Village of 

Monroe on February 19, 2019; and 

 

WHEREAS, upon notice duly published and posted, a hearing was held on said Local Law on March 5, 

2019, whereat public discussion was heard concerning the merits of said Local Law and after hearing 

from all those present wishing to speak and acknowledging that no written comments had been received, 

the Board of Trustees declared the public hearing closed; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees determined that this was a Type II action pursuant to the regulations 

implementing the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), requiring no further SEQRA 

action.   

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the introductory Local Law, titled “AMENDMENT TO 

CHAPTER 43 OF THE VILLAGE CODE, “VEHICLE AND TRAFFIC,” of the Village of Monroe be 

and hereby is adopted on March 5, 2019, as Local Law No. 5 of 2019 of the Village of Monroe. 

 

Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer and Houle    

Nays: None 

LOCAL LAW 5 of 2019 

VILLAGE OF MONROE 

 

MODIFYING CHAPTER 43 OF THE VILLAGE CODE, “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC.”   

 

BE IT ENACTED by the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Monroe, County of Orange, 

State of New York, as follows: 

 

Section 1.  Legislative Findings, Purpose and intent. 

 

 The Village Board of Trustees finds and determines that the public interest would be served by 

modifying Chapter 43 of the Village Code, which Chapter regulates vehicles and traffic within the 

incorporated Village.  

 



 

 Section 2.  Authority. 

 

This local law is enacted by the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Monroe pursuant to its 

authority to adopt local laws pursuant to the New York State Constitution and Section 10 of the 

Municipal Home Rule Law.  

 

  Section 3.  Subsections D and E of Section 43-4, of Chapter 43, titled, “Vehicle and Traffic,” of 

the Code of the Village of Monroe are hereby deleted in their entirety and replaced with the following: 

 

  D.  North Main Street - Spring Street.  Commercial motor vehicles, as defined in the New York 

State Vehicle and Traffic Law, which have a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of 11 tons or more shall 

be prohibited from traversing North Main Street beginning at the Intersection of Route 208 to and 

including that portion of North Main Street named Spring Street to the Village boundary.  

 

  E.  The provisions contained in this Section shall not apply to commercial motor vehicles making 

deliveries to businesses located in the Village.   

 

Section 4. Supersession, of Inconsistent Laws, if any. 

 

The Village Board of Trustees hereby declares its legislative intent to supersede any provision of 

any local law, rule, or regulation and any provision of the state Village Law or other special law that may 

be declared inconsistent or in conflict with this local law.  The courts are specifically requested to take 

notice of this legislative intent and apply such intent in the event the Village has failed to specify any 

provision of law that may require supersession. The Village Board hereby declares that it would have 

enacted this local law and superseded such provision had it been apparent. 

 

Section 5.  Severability. 

 

If any section, part or provision of this local law or the application thereof to any person, 

property or circumstance is adjudged invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such judgment 

shall be confined in its operation to the section, part, provision or application directly and expressly 

adjudged invalid and shall not affect or impair the validity of the remainder of this local law or the 

application thereof, 

 

Section 6.  Effective Date. 

 

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.   

 

STANDARD WORK DAY AND REPORTING RESOLUTION FOR ELECTED & APPOINTED 

OFFICIALS: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Behringer, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Monroe does hereby update the established 

Standard Work Day Policy for elected and appointed officials and report the following days worked to 

the New York State and Local Employee Retirement System based on the record of activities maintained 

and submitted by these officials to the Treasurer who reports activity: 

 

ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 

TITLE    NAME    STANDARD WORK DAY HRS. 

 

Mayor     Neil S. Dwyer      6 

Trustee    Carey Alley      6 

Trustee    Debra Behringer     6 

Trustee    Irene Conklin      1.85 

Trustee    Dorey Houle      6 

 

APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

TITLE             NAME    STANDARD WORK DAY HRS. 

 

Village Clerk             Ann-Margret Baxter    7 

Treasurer             Catherine Murray    7 

Planning Board Member            Marilyn Karlich    6 

 



 

On this 5, day of March, 2019 

 

Trustee Behringer questioned why all the Elected Officials had 6 hours listed, but Trustee Conklin had 

1.85.  Village Clerk Baxter responded that when she had contacted the NYS Retirement System for 

clarification on the paperwork she had received, the representative confirmed that that was the value 

calculated based on the ROA’s (record of activity) they had received. 

 

Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer and Houle    

Nays: None 

 

REQUEST TO TRAVEL – DIG SAFELY NEW YORK – MARCH 20, 2019 / B. WALTERS, A. 

CHIAPETTA & W. OSTROWSKI:  

 

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Alley, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees approved the attendance of Bill Walters, Aldo Chiapetta and Will 

Ostrowski at the Excavator Safety Seminar hosted by Dig Safely New York on March 20, 2019 at the St. 

Lawrence Community center, 115 Thorne Valley Rd. Hillburn, NY.  The one day training session will 

focus on new insights regarding safety related to underground facilities.  The cost of the seminar is free 

and they will be carpooling in one personal vehicle.  A voucher will be submitted for mileage 

reimbursement at the current IRS rate and will be allocated from budget line A.5110.4720, Street 

Maintenance Education. 

 

Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer and Houle 

Nays: None 

 

AUTHORIZATION TO PURCHASE EQUIPMENT & SOFTWARE FOR POLICE CAMERAS: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Alley, it was: 

 

RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees authorized Chief Melchiorre to purchase the necessary equipment 

and video card in order to access cameras located within the Village of Monroe.  The purchase will be 

allocated from budget line A.3120.4100, Police General Expense, and prices are broken down as follows: 

 

VIEWING STATION: 

Dell Optiplex 7050: $650.02 

Nvidia Video Card: $164.34 

 

Labor: $633.50 

 

TOTAL: $1,447.86 

 

Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer and Houle 

Nays: None 

 

AUTHORIZATION OF THE CONSOLIDATION OF VITAL REGISTRATION DISTRICTS 

BETWEEN THE TOWN OF MONROE AND THE VILLAGE OF MONROE: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Alley, seconded b Trustee Houle, it was: 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Monroe has been assigned by the New York State as Vital Statistics 

Registration District 3560, and the Village of Monroe has been assigned by New York State as Vital 

Statistics Registration District 3526, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Village Clerk has requested the approval of the Village Board of Trustees to formally 

consolidate the Town and Village into one primary registration district, namely the District of the Town 

of Monroe under Vital Statistics Registration District 3560, and 

 

WHEREAS, the formal consolidation of the Registration Districts would benefit the public by 

eliminating questions as to which district records should be filed and not result in a loss of services to 

either municipality, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that:  

 

 Section 1. The Village Board Trustees of the Village of Monroe hereby determines that the 

consolidation of the Town and Village Registrar functions under the Town’s registration 



 

number (Vital Registration District 3560) is approved, pending necessary approvals of all 

other required entities, including Town of Monroe, Orange County and New York State 

Department of Health.   

 

Section 2. The Village Clerk and Village Mayor are hereby authorized to take any and all actions 

necessary to carry out the provisions of this Resolution.  

 

Section 3. This Resolution shall be effective immediately.  

 

Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer and Houle    

Nays: None 

 

INTRODUCTION OF LOCAL LAW #8 OF 2019 – INCREASE IN PLANNING BOARD 

MEMEBERSHIP & SCHEDULING OF PUBLIC HEARING:  

 

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Alley, it was: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that an introductory Local Law, titled “INCREASE IN PLANNING BOARD 

MEMBERSHIP,” is hereby introduced by Mayor Dwyer before the Board of Trustees of the Village of 

Monroe, County of Orange, State of New York; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the aforesaid proposed Local Law be laid upon the desk of 

each member of the Board of Trustees; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees shall hold a public hearing on said proposed 

local law at the Village Hall, 7 Stage Road, Monroe, New York at 6:45 PM on March 19, 2019; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Village Clerk shall publish or cause to be published a public 

notice in the official newspaper of the Village of Monroe no later than five (5) days prior thereto. 

 

Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer and Houle 

Nays: None 

 

INTRODUCTION OF LOCAL LAW #9 OF 2019 – MORATORIUM ON DEVELOPMENT 

APPROVALS & SCHEDULING OF PUBLIC HEARING: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Behringer, it was: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that an introductory Local Law, titled “MORATORIUM ON DEVELOPMENT 

APPROVALS,” is hereby introduced by Mayor Dwyer before the Board of Trustees of the Village of 

Monroe, County of Orange, State of New York; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the aforesaid proposed Local Law be laid upon the desk of 

each member of the Board of Trustees; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees shall hold a public hearing on said proposed 

local law at the Village Hall, 7 Stage Road, Monroe, New York at 7:00 PM on April 2, 2019; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Village Clerk shall publish or cause to be published a public 

notice in the official newspaper of the Village of Monroe no later than ten (10) days prior thereto. 

 

Ayes: Trustees Alley, Behringer and Houle 

Nays: None 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

Trustee Houle reported on a recent event as part of the Village’s Quasquicentennial.  Many of the 

students of North Main and Pine Tree and their parents came to North Main Elementary to present their 

historical property projects.  The Board of Trustees, the members of the Quasquicentennial Committee 

and the building administrators from both schools took a look at 114 projects that were submitted.  It 

was a difficult decision but by the end of the evening they were able to identify 5 winners and elect a 

Youth Board of Trustees.  Trustee Houle announced that the 4 Trustees would be Ava Muller, Alexander 

D’Nofrio, Ben Becker and RJ Andrela, and the Youth Mayor is Brody Goodwin.  She encouraged all 

those in attendance to take a look at the projects that were displayed in the back of the boardroom.  

Trustee Houle added that she was very overwhelmed with the number of projects and amazed by the 



 

work and information that the students put into their project.  She was very impressed and the parents 

should be very proud.  It was a wonderful night. 

 

Trustee Behringer agreed.  The work far exceeded her expectations.  The knowledge about their projects, 

what they built, it was amazing.  She added that she wished there was a way to display all the projects. 

 

Trustee Alley agreed with what Trustee Behringer said and thanked Trustee Houle for organizing the 

project. 

 

Mayor Dwyer added that in a meeting in February the Board mentioned changing over FASA Drive to 

Lois Lane.  The Village is in the process of doing that.  Mayor Dwyer added that Village Clerk Baxter 

advised him that there is a process to that as well.  Orange County 911 was notified and with that set off a 

chain of events that will result in everyone being notified up to the State level.  Mayor Dwyer stated that 

hopefully by the next meeting they will pass a resolution allowing for that change to be made.  Mayor 

Dwyer asked if Attorney Terhune had anything to add and she advised him that it could be discussed in 

Executive Session. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   # PRESENT 13  TIME: 7:42 PM 

 

Resident John Karl stated that in regards to the change in FASA Drive to Lois Lane, the Village will need 

update your C.H.I.P.S inventory with the State of New York, because the Village most likely has both 

roads listed.  The Village will also need to send its resolutions to the State DOT. 

 

Mr. Karl questioned if the Board’s meeting with the YMCA where four fifths of the Board was in 

attendance was a violation of the Open Meetings Act.  Attorney Terhune responded it did not because it 

was a review, they did not take any action and nothing was resolved.  Because of that, it does not violate 

the Open Meetings Law. 

 

Mr. Karl continued asked was the status was of the DPW Superintendent position.  Mayor Dwyer 

responded that the Board has opted to take two points of view.  The Board does not wish to fill that 

position at this time.  Mayor Dwyer added that there is gentleman who works in the DPW that the Board 

has approached to run the Department on an interim basis and they will see how that works out.  Mayor 

Dwyer added that part of the agreement is that he comes out of the IBEW Union and he has agreed to do 

that.  It is just a fluent piece of work right now, and if the Board can make something work with a 

tentative employee here in the Village like they have in the past, it has pluses.  Mayor Dwyer added that it 

isn’t always the case.  The prior employee didn’t live in the community and he has left for other pastures 

and they respect that.  It doesn’t always work out but the Board is willing to give it an opportunity to 

work itself out.  So far from what they hear from the public and what he has seen, it seems to be ok. 

 

Mayor Dwyer continued that he does have some concerns with the Union part of it and he has addressed 

it with the employee.  He added that as far as discipline goes, he believes that the Mayor should be 

handling that anyway.  Mr. Karl stated that normally the Department Head would submit the charges 

and the Board would address them.  Mayor Dwyer agreed and said that he doesn’t see that being a 

conflict if he comes out of the Union, and brings any concerns he has to the Board. 

 

Mr. Karl asked if this individual would be willing to take the civil service test if it was offered.  Mayor 

Dwyer responded possibly.  Mr. Karl continued that he wasn’t sure if there was a current list and Mayor 

Dwyer stated he believed that there was.  Mr. Karl added that there isn’t a residency requirement in the 

Village of Monroe and when the list was established the Village had to pick from the top three and the 

gentleman they brought in was from the Town of Wallkill.  When there is an established list, you cannot 

mandate someone to move into your community, but they have to reside in Orange County.  Mayor 

Dwyer added that with the established list, the Board could pull from that list should they choose to. 

 

Mr. Karl continued that it appears that they are working on the Comprehensive Plan again.  Mayor 

Dwyer responded no.  That Comprehensive Plan started in 2012, was adopted in 2014 before he got on 

the Board.  It took almost 2 ½ years and on June 13, 2017 the Board adopted the zoning based on the 

recommendations of that Comprehensive Plan.  Mayor Dwyer added that the problem with it was that it 

wasn’t complete but the Board had two choices.  On that date it ended a one year moratorium and the 

Village could re-apply for a new local law to give them a new opportunity to maintain the moratorium.  

Unfortunately part of that process is for the County 239 review.  All that the Village was changing was 

the physical date of the moratorium and the County didn’t get it done.  The Board had a choice to go 

back to the prior zoning which predates all the hard work that had been done or accept what they had 

gotten done up until that date.  That is where the Village is currently at.  Mayor Dwyer stated that he 

called for the additional moratorium but they couldn’t get it and that was the poison pill he had to 

swallow that night.   

 



 

Mr. Karl stated that there has been a lot of stuff in the papers recently regarding 1,500 – 1,700 housing 

units being constructed in the next few years here in the Town of Palm Tree that will affect the Village of 

Monroe.  Trustee Conklin agreed.  Mr. Karl continued that the Village of Monroe has to have the most 

condensed area of minivans.  Mr. Karl asked if that community has been submitting for 239 reviews by 

the County because traffic is getting heavier, you can’t move around and the Village should be involved 

in that.  We should be an interested agency because we are in gridlock now but it is only going to get 

worse.  Trustee Houle commented that is why they find it so necessary to do the Comprehensive Review 

because there are so many instances that have come up before the Board that reference items in the 

Comprehensive Plan, that the Board needs to see if what they have done produced the results they had 

hoped for as well as see what else needs to be done.  The landscape of Monroe has changed drastically 

since 2010 and that was the census information used to produce the Comprehensive Plan.  Now that we 

are in 2019 the Village needs to take a look at current statistics. 

 

Mr. Karl stated that he did not disagree with that.  However, all the good work that was put in to update 

that Comprehensive Plan, if we have a community that is building haphazardly with a population that 

will be using our resources and demanding more things like walkways out of the Village of Monroe.  This 

is the stuff that the County Planning Board should also be looking at as part of the 239 review process 

and he is not sure if the Town of Palm Tree is submitting that stuff to the County.   

 

Mr. Karl continued that the Village of Monroe is approximately 85% built out.  When you have a 

community that is part of the Orange County Sewer District that is going full boar and tying everything 

into the sewer treatment plant, the rate payers are still paying twice a year, but eventually the plant will 

be full, now what?  Mr. Karl stated that it wouldn’t be fair for the 85% of us who are built out to be the 

ones to pay to increase the plant because one community continues to build and tie their pipes into the 

same plant.  These are the things that need to be brought to the County.  Each municipality should be 

demanding that these things are being brought to the County’s attention and it need to be looked at. 

 

Mayor Dwyer responded that the two things are being looked at right is the capacity, which is on the 

radar.  There have been meetings and they are talking about putting in meters.  Mayor Dwyer added that 

County Legislator Pete Touhey had met recently with Regional and State Directors of the EPA 

(Environmental Protection Agency) and spoke about different aspects of the plan.  Mr. Karl reiterated 

that it isn’t fair if everyone has to pay to expand the sewer plant to meet another community’s outflows 

when they’re the ones ramping it up and building, building, building. 

 

Resident Howard Zuckerman commented on garage and yard sale signs.  Mr. Zuckerman stated that the 

zoning code in 2017 they included Section 200-39, specifically 200-39-i, which talks about yard sale signs.  

However, there is another Section in the code, not part of the zoning code, entitled Garage Sales, and 

within it a Section titled Garage Sale Signs, and that is Section 117-6 c.  The problem is that the two 

Sections have different wording.  He stated that it speaks specifically regarding getting signs without 

permits, mentions only having one sign on your property, but you could put signs all over the Village.  

Mr. Zuckerman stated he did not think that is what the Board wants.  He added Section 200-39 i states 

that the sign cannot exceed 4 square feet in area, but Section 117-6 states the sign shall be 20 X 14.   

 

Mr. Zuckerman continued that Section 200-39 i states that all signs shall be removed one day after the 

close of the yard sale, but Section 117-6 states signs must be removed 48 hours after completion of the 

sale.  Mr. Zuckerman stated that the only good thing in Section200-39 i is that it states that no sign can be 

put up 4 days prior to the sale and that is not included in Section 117-6 c.  Mr. Zuckerman stated that he 

thought Section 200-39 i should be eliminated or simply say see Section 117-6 c, since they do not match.   

 

South YMCA Executive Branch Director Ross Micelli thanked the Board for coming in the branch a few 

weeks ago and allowing them the opportunity to give them a tour and the opportunity to educate them 

about the groups and how they rely on the YMCA.  Mr. Micelli added he was happy to announce 

Freeway Insurance into a partnership with the Y and allow them to educate the members about their 

services, and that is just one of the ways that the Y contributes to the economic development of the 

community. 

 

Mr. Micelli continued and asked the Board what are the next steps and what the Y should be doing to try 

and connect with them to discuss their concerns and address any issues that the Board may have.  Mayor 

Dwyer responded that the Board is in the process of completing its diligence, which included the traffic 

safety and rail trial crossing.  They are in the process of finishing it up and hope to have that back in a 

couple of weeks.  At that time the Board will prepare a written statement and then we are going to have a 

conversation.  Mayor Dwyer added that the site visit made that day confirmed what they already knew.  

Mr. Micelli thanked Mayor Dwyer for the information and stated that he looked forward to their 

response. 

 

 



 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Houle, seconded by Trustee Alley, with all in favor, the meeting was closed at 

8:02 PM.  Following a 5-minute recess, the Board convened in Executive Session for the discussion of 

DPW Personnel.  

 

Executive Session Minutes compiled by Mayor Dwyer. 

 

OPEN SESSION:  

 

On a motion by Trustee Behringer seconded by Trustee Houle and carried, the Open Meeting resumed at 

9:24 PM. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

On a motion by Trustee Behringer, seconded by Trustee Alley and carried, no further business, the 

meeting was adjourned at 9:27 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Ann-Margret Baxter 

Village Clerk  

 


